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McCord and 

Caulfield 

Meet Again 
By James M. Naughton 

N.Y. Times Service 

Washington 
James W. McCord Jr. 

and John W. Caulfield 
came face to face again 
yesterday, not at the sec-
ond scenic overlook of the 
George Washington Me-
morial Parkway, but at 
the center of the Senate 
investigation of the Wa-
tergate conspiracy. 

This time. instead of the 
January night that cloaked 
their meetings' on a hillside 
overlooking t h e Potomac 
River, their encounter was 
amid the dazzle of television 
lights. This time there was 
no handshake.' This time 
they did not exchange a 
word. 	 • 

But first McCord, and then 
Caulfield, told the same es-
sential story to the Senate 
select Committee on Presi-
dential Campaign Activities 
and their combined effect 
was to confirm the charge 
that someone in the White 
House had tried to mask the 
extent of political intrigue in 
the.,1972 campaign. 

CLEMENCY 
McCord s a t, impassive, 

his legs crossed and hands 
folded in his lap, as Caul-
field took his place at the 
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other Teapot Dome scan-
dal." 

Caulfield's 	recollection 
was that he had underscored 
the sincerity of the clemen-
cy offer by saying that his 
White House contacts "were 
extremely concerned about 
the Watergate burglary de-
veloping into a major scan-
dal affecting the President." 

Even taking into account 
the variances, the effect of 
the two witnesses was to de-
scribe in full public view a 
web of involvement by the 
White House in an effort to 
clamp a tight lid on the Wa-
tergate revelations. 

The suggestion implicit in 
the testimony of both wit-
nesses was that the Senate 
committee would find the ul-
timate source of the conspir-
acy somewhere within the 
executive mansion. 

MANNER 
Curiously. 	just 	a s 

McCord's testimony h a d 
seemed all the more credi-
ble because of his calm de-
tachment, Caulfield's a p-
pearance seemed enhanced 
by the manner of the profes-
sional. 

Caulfield read his 26 -
page statement as though it 
were a description of the in-
vestigation into a robbery 
ring that earned him detec-
tive's rank in the New york 
City police force in 1955. His 
grip was rock firm on the 
glass of ice water that he 
picked up to sip from occa-
sionally. He read slowly, 
neatly rarranging the pages 
as he went from one to the 
next. 

McCord sat three rows be-
hind Caulfield at the center 
of the Caucus Room, in the 
seats reserved for witnesses 
and their lawyers. He had 
the poker face of the former 
operative for Central Intel-
ligence. The only time he 
moved was to pinch the 
bridge of his nose. Once. 

McCord remained in the 
hearing room until the seven 
senators recessed briefly for 
a roll - call vote on the Sen-
a t e floor. Then, without 
a glance at Caulfield,  he 
picked up his briefcase and 
made his way through the 
milling onlookers and past 
the live television cameras 
to. an elevator, )declinging 
comment. He did riotj'eturn. 

Caulfield remained at the 
witness table throughoathe 
recess. shaking hands gen-
ially . with those who ap-
proached him. 

witness table in the Caucus 
Room of the Old Senate Of-
fice Buildina

''' 
 and confirmed 

the outline of their January 
meetings to discuss White 
House clemency in return 
for McCord's silence. 

There were clear differ-
ences in the tenor of their 
separate recollections o f 
clandestine conversations 
and surepetitious meetings 
during the period early this 
Year when McCord was on 
trial for his part in the bur-
glary and bugging of the 
Democratic party's national 
headquarters. 

But Caulfield described, in 
a 26-page prepared state-
ment, the same meetings 
that McCord had discussed 
last Friday when he read a 
ten-page summary that elec-
trified the Senate hearings. 

McCord had recounted 
last week a meeting at 
which he said Caulfield had 
indicated that President 
Nixon was aware of the of-
fer of executive clemency. 
Caulfield insisted yesterday 
that he had invoked only the 
authority of "the highest 
levels of the White House." 

ATTRIBUTE 
McCord had attributed the 

-coverup to Mr. Nixon, to H. 
. Haldeman, then the 

White House chief of staff, 
or to John D. Ehrlichman, 
then the President's princi-
pal domestic adviser. Caul-
field declared yesterday that 
the clemency discussion had 
been initiated by John W. 
Dean III, the former White 
House counsel, and added 
that he could only "guess" it 
had been authorized by Ehr-
lichman. 

McCord had told of a ride 
in Caulfield's car during 
which he had been threat-
ened that the Nixon adminis-
tration would "have to take 
steps to defend itself" if he 
did not follow the "game 
plan" and remain silent. 

Caulfield's statement cate-
gorically denied that he had 
made any threats, but it re-
ferred to his "small piece of 
friendly advice" to McCord 
that the White House could 
be "as tough-minded as you 
and I." 

McCord had recalled an 
apprehensive comment by 
Caulfield that "the Presi-
dent's ability to govern is at 
stake" and that the adminis-
tration could not afford "an- 
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While John Caulfield read statement, James McCord ( right) sat three rows behind him in Senate hearing room 


