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Former White House
official John W. Caulfield
testified yesterday that
John W. Dean ITI, the de-
posed presidential coun-
sel, had ordered him to
offer executive clemency
to James W. McCord Jr,

Caulfield told the Senate
Watergate Committee that

he had “no knowledge of my
own” that President Nixon
had approved the offer, re-
gavded as an effort to keep
hint from talking about the
Watergate scandal.

But Caulfield, now an offi-
cial on leave from the
“Treasury Department, said
Dean had cited authority for
the offers “from way up at
the top” and that he had
thought such phrases would

cover ‘‘at least” John D.
Ehrlichman. 19
DENIAL

The President, in a state-
ment issued at the White
House. denied authorizing
executive clemency for any
of the Watergate defendants
and said he had been una-
ware of ‘“‘any such offer.”

Erlichman resigned as as-
sistant to the President for
domestic affairs on April 30.
Neither he nor Dean, whose
resignation was requested
the same day, could bhe
reached for comment.

Caulfield, looking grim
and reading at a slow, mea-
sured pace, took more than
an hour to get through a
26-page statement « that
thrust responsibility directly
into the White House for the
overtures to McCord.

It will still be up to Dean,
whose appearance as a wit-
ness has been stalled for
several weeks by the Justice
Department, to confirm or
deny the Caulfield account
and to say whether he con-
sulted  with high -White
House officials on any clem-
ency offer.

POINTS

Caulfield appeared at the
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witness table in midafter-
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ny by McCord in the morn-
ing.  Caulfield made these
major points: ‘

® In March, 1969, Ehrlich-
man had sought unsuccess-
fully to persuade him “to set
up a private security entity
- « . for purposes of provid-
ing investigative support for
the White House.”

® A New York city detec-
tive, Anthony Ulasewicz,
was paid through President
Nixon’s personal attorney,
Herbert W, Kalmbach, to
perform “‘a variety of inves-
tigative functions” for the
White House.

® When Caulfield told
Dean that WMeCord wa S
being stubborn about accept-

ing the clemency offers, the
White House lawyer was
quoted as saying, “Well,
what the hell does he know,
anyway?”’

@ It was suggested for the
first time that one of
McCord’s lawyers, Gerald
Alch of Boston, had heen in
contact with the White
House about the case.

SEAT
MeCord wound up his
two-day appearance, then
moved a few rows back
from the witness table and
sat expressionlessly, his
arms folded across his

chest, as Caulfield,a person-
al friend, confirmed much of
the McCord testimony on'ex-
ecutive clemency.

“I realized . . . that I was

ipv_olved in questionable ac-
tivity,” the witness testified
atwone point, “but I felt that
1t was important for me to
carry this message (on cle-
mency) for the good of the
President.” -
Caulfield began hig state-
ment with his date and place
of birth — March 12, 1929, in
the Bronx — ang said that
as a policeman in New Yorlk
he had received promotions
and “a number of awards.”
Newspaper accounts have

en @ﬁﬁy

described his record as un-
dis‘tinguished‘

Caulfield worked as a se-
curity agent in the Republi-
can presidential campaign
of 1968 and afterward
pressed various officials for
importdnt, jobs in the admin-
istration and, later, in the
Nixon campaign of 1972.

A few days after the 1968
election, Caulfield said, he
told Ehrlichman that he

" wanted to be chief U.S. mar-

shal, but that word came
{rom John N. Mitchell, who
later became attorney gen-
eral, that the administra-
tion wanted to “militarize”
that office and that a “retir-
ing ‘high military official®’
‘was under consideration.

LIAISON
In a “‘counterproposal” to
Ehrlichman’s suggestion

that he set up ““a private se-
curity entity,” Caulfield pro-
posed joining the White
House staff to provide lais-
on with law enforcement
agencies.

That would ‘make him
available, he said, “to pro-
cess any investigative re-
queSts from the White
House” and would mean us-
ing Ulasewicz, a colleague
on the New York police
force.

Caulfield started work at
the White House on April 8,
1969, and Ulasewicz started
work—on a monthly retain-
er from Kalmbach’s New-
port Beach law firm — on
July 9, 1969.

The Senate committee put
off its examination of Caul-
field until today.

‘The nature of the investi-
gative work‘centered dn the
White House “was not made
clear in the opening state-
ment.

Caulfield said that he
could not “fully recall all of
the investigations per-
formed,”” but he said that he
had a list of those he did re-
member.

In early January, 1973,
Caulfield said, he was at a
“drug conference” in San
Clemente, when Dean first
approached him about mak-
ing the clemency offer to

McCord.
TELEPHONE

Dean asked Caulfield — as
Caulfield and Ulasewicz are
later said to have asked
McCord — to go to a public
telephone for discussion of
the clemency offer.

When Caulfield got to the
pay phone and called Dean,
the White House lawyer re-
portedly said that a three-
part message should be giv-
en to McCord and that, al-
though it seemed cryptic,
the conspirator should un-
derstand it.

“A year is a long time,”
the message reportedly he-
gan, apparently a suggestion
that executive clemency
could be granted after this
time without great public
outery. The message also re-
portedly said:

“Your wife and family
will be taken care of; you
will be rehabilitated with
employment when this is all
over.”’

DANGEROQUS

The witness said that he
immediately perceived that
he had heen “asked to doa
very dangerous thing” and
suggested to Dean that the
task should be carried out
by Ulasewicz in an effortto
mask its source.

But Ulasewicz wasn’t very
enthusiastic, either. The au-
dience snickered when Caul-
field said that his colleague
“did not wish to convey the

.message at first, but I con-

vinced him to do it merely
as a matter of friendship to
me.”

Dean called Caulfield later
and said that McCord want-
ed a meeting, the witness
testified. The White House
lawyer finally overcame
Caulfield’s reluctance, he
said, and the meeting took
place on January 12,

McCord was pictured as
angry Dbecause he was on
trial while “‘people who I am
sure are involved are sitting
outside with their families,”
and he was said to have pro-
posed a plan to win his free-
dom using wiretapped con-

" versations at various embas-

sies. : g



