Anti-War
Spy Group
Admitted

Washington ’

The White House con-
firmed yesterday that a spe-
cial intelligence unit was set
up in 1970 by the Justice De-
partment to collect and eval-
uate information about radi-
cal and anti-war groups.

The New York Times re-
ported yesterday that
sources close to the Water-
gate investigation said the
unit — known as the Intelli-
gence Evaluation Commit-
tee — was set up at the re-
quest of John D. Ehrlich-
man, Mr. Nixon's former
chief adviser on domestic af-
fairs, and reported. directly
to Dean and Caulfield,

A Justice Department
spokesman said the commit-
tee was organized during a
series of meetings held in
the White House in late 1970
as a result of a request by
Mr. Nixon, and did not be-
come operational until early
1971.

He confirmed that all of
the intelligence agencies in
the government had been as-
signed to report on domestic
activities,

N.Y. Times Service




