
He retired as the agency's 
chief of physical security in 
1970 with a distinguished 
service award "for outstand-
ing performance," and be-
came a private consultant. 

Consistent with his carper 
as a security specialist, both 
at the CIA and then at Presi-
dent Nixon's campaign pool-
iii i t t e e. McCord evinces 
great respect for documents. 

Even as a hobby. McCord 
deals with documents. He 
and his wile. R. u t 11 enjoy. 
genealogy research. Th ey 
dig through files at the Na-
tiOnal, Archives • to trace 
family histories . 
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"Dad, when are yOu.go-
ing to tell the truth?" the 
k.)Idest children of Jim Mc-
Cord asked their father, 
ime and again, last sum-

mer and fall. 
It was an agonizing ques-

ion for McCord, a devoted 
iamily man.  

"I'm going to tell.the truth 
at the propitious tithe," he 
replied. 

Recounting the story to a 
visitor at. his home. McCord 
seemed relieved that the 
truth of Watergate is finally 
emerging. He is a man at 
peace with lhimself. 

APART 
James \V. McCord jr., the 

man whose dramatic court-
room letter ripped open the 
Watergate scandal, is a cut 
apart from his fellow con-
spirators. 

For the slow-talking ex-
.-civet:11mill employee, the 
Watergate break-in was no 
adventure. It was a serious 
operation authorized by the 
littlest officials of govern-
ment. or so he believed. 

McCord's career has been 
one of federal service. He 
spent 19 years in the CIA 
:aid 10 or as an FBI agent. 
I ie is 	retired Air Force 
colonel with a son. Mike. 21. 
eurrently enrolled in the Air 
i;orce Academy. 

In recent weeks. McCord. 
haS told of his Watergate 

involvement — and,implicat- 
1 others 	in closed-door 

sessions with Senate investi-
i:;ators and a federal grand 
jury. - 

NI,cCord's. letter 	U.S. 
District Judge John J. Sili-
ca. • which Sirica read in 
open court last March 23, 
charged that political ore ;- 
sure was exerted on the sev- 
e n 	defendants 	to olead: 

that Nixon adininis- 
trai 	officials had prior 
knowledge ol the bogging 
and that iierjore 	coal- 

-milted at the trial. 

The letter led Siri-a 
post pone McCord's sentenc-
ing ',until June 15, pending 
his further testim.ony to the 
grand jury and the Senate. 
From there the Watergate 
ease broke wide.open. 

PAYMENTS 
McCord continued to rc- 

ceive cash payments after 
his arrest, he said, bedause 
he felt like "a prisoner. of 
war," a captive whose gov-1  
eminent — or in this case. I 
administration 	was stand• 
ing behind him. 

But as last January's trial 
approached. he saw the pay-
ments as an effort to inSure 
his silence, and he said he 
stopped receiving' them. He 
was 'also -  outraged, he said. 
when proposals were-. ad-
vanced to blame the CIA; an 
agency he reveres. for this 
domestic bugging episode. 
He refused to go along with 
"a phony defense." 

"When this ploy failed, I 
was under pressure to plead 
guilty." McCord said, "bin 
wasn't going to turn on the 
other defendants and be re-
sponsible, for putting them 
behind bars.. 

etc 	::)teaded c.f,uilty. there 
was no hope. 	said. 

lie • 	chances with a trial 
and hope for a fair trial. I 
wanted to avail myself of 
the same rights an anyciti-
zen has." 

ATTORNEY 
McCord said he told his at-

torney. Gerald Alch. 11 e 
would be glad to take the 
witness stand. But Alch. MC-
Cord said. 'decided his "de-
fense posture" would be bet- 
ter. and his rights of appeal 
better protected. if he did 
not testify. 

"But the trial turned out 
to be a mock trial situation 
where critical testimony 
was perjured." McCord 
said. 
' "Liddy 1 G: Gordon Liddy") 
was made • out to be the 
whole show. I felt men were 
being sacrificed. I felt a 
sense 'of injustice about the 
whole business." 

TRIAL 
When the trial started 

January 8. McCord, Liddy 
and five others were defend-
ants. They included former 
White House consultant E. 
Howard Hunt Jr. and four 
Cubans from Miami 	Ber- 
nard L. Barker, Virgilio 
Gonzalez. Eugenio Martin-
ez and r rank, bturgis. 

Hunt. on Januaary 10, 
pleaded guilty. Five days 
later the fodr Miami men-- 
all proteges of Hunt. — 
pleaded' ,r;ltilry. 1.00. .LActay 
and McCord remained -. on 
trial and were convicted 
January 30. 

McCord's five weeks in 
fhe antiquated District of 
Columbia jail after his con-
viction were hellish, he said, 
He was particularly con-
cerned about his younger 
daughter. Nancy. 17. who att-
t. 

 
e n d s special education 

classes. 
DAUGHTER. 

Father and daughter are 
particularly close. McCord 
drives her to school most 
mornings and spends Sun-
day afternoons with her at. 
the park. The McCords also 
have an older daughter, 
Carol Anne. 1.9. 

As a well-known prisoner. 
McCord spent hours in the 
lanyard listening t o the 
problems of other inmates 
a n d occasionally helping 
them draft legal writs. He 
also thought about his own 
case. 

Of his letter to Judge Sili-
ca. which he composed soon 
after he was released on 
bail,' McCord says: 

"I wrote it alone. without 
even tellimpby attorney." 

REVELATIONS 
The two-page letter led to 

his additional revelations be-
fore the Watergate grand 
jury and the Senate. 

McCord, an intelligence 
agent and later a bombar-
dier during World War 
was an FBI agent in San 
Diego and San Francisco 
froth 1948 to 195.1. He then 
joined the CIA, where his 
speciality iv a s protecting 

overseas 
from being bugged by other 


