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PARIS, May 20—The Water-
gate affair has provoked many 
questions about how other 
world leaders plan to deal with 
President Nixon in a series of 
coming meetings. 

President Pompidou of 
France is to meet Mr. Nixon 
at the end of this month. And 
the Soviet Communist party 

leader, Leonid I. 
Brezhnev, will be 
calling 	at 	the 
White House in 
June. Top officials 
in Europe are well 

aware of Mr. Nixon's domestic 
troubles, and it is natural that 
Americans are concerned that 
the situation may affect for-
eign relations. But, in fact, 
every capital is the center of 
its own world. To each, for-
eign affairs really amount to 
how other countries are going 
to respond to its problems, its 
hopes, its fears. 

A check of several European 
capitals'has made clear that so 
far, at least, the Watergate af-
fair has made little or no dif-
ference in government plans 
for dealing with the United 
States, and with President Nix-
on personally. 

A French official laurThed at 
a report that Chancellor Willy 
Brandt of West Germany had 
mentioned "domestic difficul-
ties" with sympathy to Presi-
dent Nixon, and said that Pres-
ident Pompidou would never 
be so awkward as even to re-
fer to the scandal in conversa-
tion with the American leader. 

Specific Interests Pursued 

Protocol is the least of the 
matter, however. The key point 
is that other countries have spe-
cific interests to pursue with 
the United States. The most 
impa:ta.nt ones are medium-
and iong-term interests fairly1  
likely to outlast any adminis-
tration., and leaders are also 
well aware that they are deal-
ing with the United States, not 
just is current President. 

Personalities do matter, of 
course, and unless they are bit-
ter enemies, heads of govern-
inent:tend to form a kind of 
club with fraternal feelings of 
compassion when a member is 
undergoing a bit of nasty busi-
ness in his own backyard. 

But governments do not judge 
their national interest on such 
oases, and it is essentially 
their view of national interests 
that engage government lead-
ers when they meet. 

Thus, in France, preparation 
for the Nixon-Pompidou meet-
ing is concentrated almost en- 
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has nothing to do with Wash- ,provide government whether or 

inaton's domestic political dis- ;not leaders have the power and 
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The European feeling is that There appears to be another 
the United States, which has 

• °I- iseen a very drastic shift of in-
subtle evolution of French n 
icy at present, more strongly ;seen 

power from the legisla- Gaullist than two or three v ca1.91ture to the Presidency 	two ago in terms of refusing con-Kure 	ons, might rite as cessions to the United States, 
I, see a reverse shift with- less so in terms of strengthen- 1 '—  

out losing its ability to operate' ing the European Community. ii The proposal of a new At-in the international arena.  
!antic charter" by Henry A. How Will Congress React? 
Kissinger, President Nixon's! The one question that does 
adviser on national security,; bother other leaders about 
has provoked irritation, when1Presiclent Nixon's position is 
not downright derision, from'how it will affect his ability to 
France. The official view here r e,et the legislation they want .  
is that the United States has from Congress. 
been' put clown somewhat from Representatives from Cam-
its brief tenure as lion-king of bodia and South Vietnam do 
the world of. nations as a rc-1worry whether the President's 
suit of basic economic, techno- •loss of authority in Congress 
logical and political develop- twill diminish his ability to de- 
ments. 	 !liver the United States aid and 

In that view, this is all to1support they want. Reports' 
the good and Europe should1from Moscow indicate that Mr. 
take care not to be maneu-'.Brezhnev is concerned about 
vered into a position of bolster-;extension of most-favored-na-
ing the United States back uption tariff treatment to the So- 
on top. 	 iviet Union, which has been 

That is not the view in Lon- :expected from Congress by this 
don, which still places much'fall at the latest. 
more value on Atlantic part-, Not only Soviet but other 
nership, nor in Bonn, which1East European Communists. 
feels a need for good support have, apparently quite earnest- .  
from the United States as wel14, expressed suspicion that the 
as from Western Europe to whole Watergate affair was 
counterbalance the tug of its really a right-wing plot to saho-
new relationship with the So-1tage Mr. Nixon's policy of new 
viet Union. 	 'agreements with the Soviet 

Italy has no outstanding Union. 
problems with the United That is an extreme example 
States, so Rome does not both- of the truism that in foreign 
er itself about the effective-'affairs leaders tend to look at 
ness of the Nixon Administra- others through their own prism. 
tion as a result of the Water- But to a degree, the principle 
gate affair. But Rome also ap- holds generally that it is not 
pears to be undergoing a policy the man on the other side of 
evolution toward greater de- the summit table or what his 
tachment from the United compatriots think of him that. 
States and more involvement matters to foreign negotiators; 
with the European idea, a con- it is what he can and will de-
siderably diluted version of the liver when it comes time to 
French trend. 	 • 	deal 
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