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Merry-Go-Round

Financier Vesco
And Two Presidents

Jack Anderson

HE INTERNATIONAL financial fina-

gler, Robert Vesco, believes that the
way to a politician’s heart is through his
pocketbook. In both the United States and
Costa Rica, he has tried to buy his way
into the good graces of Presidents Richard
Nixon and Jose Figueres.

The approach was through their fami-
lies. In the United States, Vesco cozied up
to the President’s wheeling-dealing broth-
er, Donald Nixon, whose son has been
sharing the good life with the financier as
his personal aide. We have been reporting
.on the strange relationship between Vesco
and the Nixons since February 16, 1972.

To gather the facts and gain access to
the President’s brother, my associate
George Clifford posed as a businessman.
He found Donald Nixon an irrepressible
operator who talked incessantly about
business deals and winked knowingly to
emphasize the significance of what he was
saying.
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DONALD NIXON also confided that

Johh Ehrlichman, the deposed White

House aide, talked to Donald Jr. about his

job with Vesco. Apparently, the boy was

something of a disappointment to the fam-
ily. '

“That dumb b------,”” Don Nixon said of
his son. “John Ehrlichman talked to him
for a couple of hours and told him he had
to behave himself over there (with Ves-
co). You know, he told him he was the
President’s nephew and couldn’t do any-
thing to embarrass the President.”

Just as Vesco sought out Donald Nixon,
the financier also zeroed in on President

Jose Figueres’ family, including his son,
Marti. A secret CIA report, made availa-
ble to us, quotes the President’s nephew,
Fernando Figueres, as saying the family
business enterprises were “doing poorly.”

“Fernando Figueres. who manages
some of the President’s businesses, said
that he personally has asked to be allowed
to resign because of these financial diffi-
culties,” notes the CTA.

Still another source close to the respect-
ed . Costa Rican President quoted him as
saying ‘‘that his financial situation was
very bad. (The source) indicated that Fi-
gueres seemed obsessed with his financial
problems.”
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HE SITUATION was made to order

for Vesco, who has been accused by
the Securities and Exchange Commission
of looting $224 million from his foreign -
based investment complex and moving
the money to Costa Rica and the Baha-
mas.

The finagler ingratiated himself with
Figueres by helping to solve some of his
financial problems. The grateful Figueres
wrote to President Nixon last July about
the SEC investigation of Vesco, express-
ing concern that it might jeopardize Costa
Rica’s development.

Now that Vesco is under indictment in
the United States, it has been hinted he
may give up his U.S. citizenship and make
Costa Rica his new home. Figueres has
made it clear this would be fine with him.
The CIA has made it clear this would also
be fine for him.



