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 A

m
erican can help but 

N
 ponder the im

plications of the sordid W
at-

ergate affair for our nation's future. T
he m

at-
ter is not only im

portant because it dem
on- 

; strates th
e ap

p
aren

t d
isreg

ard
 fo

r law
 an

d
 

m
orality

,  by som
e people w

ho had been trust- 
: ed

. It is also
 im

p
o

rtan
t b

ecau
se if it is n

o
t 

dealt w
ith firm

ly and fairly it could encourage 
continuing cynicism

 and disillusionm
ent con-

cerning the A
m

erican political process. A
ny-

one charged and found guilty should be pun-
ished. 

H
ow

ever, I hope that our judicial system
 

w
ill not be jeopardized by new

spaper and tele-
vision headlines based on rum

ors. S
om

e of 
those m

entioned m
ay not be guilty, yet their 

lives m
ay be ruined. In A

m
erica every citizen 

is presum
ed innocent until found guilty. W

e 
need to be rem

inded that even a grand jury 
indictm

ent does not im
ply guilt; it only affirm

s 
that there is probable cause for a determ

ina-
tive trial. T

he F
ederal grand jury investigat-

ing W
atergate should not be hindered or preju-

diced in any w
ay as it seeks all the facts. 

T
h

e W
aterg

ate affair, h
o

w
ev

er, is b
u

t a 
sym

ptom
 of the deeper m

oral crisis that af-
fects the nation. O

n every level of our society, 
p
u
b
lic an

d
 p

riv
ate, d

eceit, d
ish

o
n
esty

 an
d
 

m
oral looseless seem

 to be increasing. A
 taxi 

driver in one of our largest cities said to in 
recently, "T

his w
hole city is corrupt." 

'A
m

eriC
a h a s condoned am

oral perm
is-

siveness that w
ould m

ake S
odom

 blush. T
he 

fam
ily w

hich is the basic unit of our society is 
in danger of• crum

bling. C
rim

e w
aves that no 

people in history professing to be a. "nation 
under G

od" could tolerate now
 abound. M

any 
people, especially our youth, have becom

e dis-
; enchanted 'by our em

phasis on- m
aterialism

 
and have sought "relief" and "m

eaning" in 
drugs, alcohol and the occult. W

e live in a 
society that is too often dom

inated by selfish 
interests and expediency. 
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T
he tim

e is overdue for A
m

ericans to en-,  
gage , in som

e deep soul-searching about the 
underpinnings of O

ur society and our goals as 
a nation. •F

or decades •w
e have been brain-

w
ashed into thinking that there • are no abso-

lute m
oral standards. M

any people have said 
that m

an is sim
ply the product of his environ-

m
ent and • therefore is' not really responsible 

for his actions. W
e are now

 reaping the bitter 
frU

its of these teachings. A
s a result, the very 

m
oral fiber of out society is in grave danger 

of being shredded. W
hat can w

e do? W
here 

can w
e turn? Is it too late? T

hese are som
e of 

the questions that m
illions of A

m
ericans are 

now
 asking. 

N
o, it is `not too late, but tim

e is rapidly 
running out if A

m
erican dem

ocracy based on 
Judeo-C

luistian tradition is to survive, F
irst, 

w
e need a national and 'pervasive aw

akening 
that includes repentance for our individual 
and corporate sins. H

isterically these "aw
ak-

enings" in A
m

erica have alw
ays com

e at our 
darkest hours. 

Sir W
inSton C

hurchill once said, ':O
ur prob-

lem
s are beyond us." L

et's face it —
 w

e need 
supernatural help! A

m
erican. • leaders w

ere 
driven to G

od for help at crisis periods such ' 
as the R

evolutionary W
ar, the C

onstitutional 
C

onvention, and the C
ivil W

ail 
Secondly, .w

e •m
ust put.the W

atergate affair  

in proper historical perspective. A
m

erica has 
lived through m

any m
oral political crises. O

ne 
has only to think of the m

uckraking years at 
the turn of the last century, all of the various 
dishonest political m

achines that have histori-
cally dom

inated som
e of our largest cities. 

N
o political party can claim

 the title of "M
r. 

C
lean." 

T
hirdly, the m

edia —
 including press, radio 

and 'television -- that have opened up the W
at-

ergate issue can 'alm
ost m

ake us do, buy, sell 
or think any w

ay they w
ish. T

hey could render 
constructive service to the nation at this criti-
cal m

om
ent of history if they joined hands 

w
ith the . churches and synagogues and used 

_ their, vast pow
ers to fan the dying em

bers of 
the m

oral.andspiritual life of the nation. 
L

astly, ' perhaps W
atergate can teach us 

that w
e need to take the law

 of M
oses and the 

• S
erm

on on the M
ount seriously. W

e read that 
during a tim

e of crisis in ancient Israel that 
, N

ehem
iah and E

zra called the people togeth- 

"A
rid all the people gathered them

selves 
together as one 'm

an into the street that w
as 

'before the 'w
ater gate; and they spake unto 

E
zra-the scribe to bring the book of the law

 of 
lases, w

hich the L
ord had com

m
anded to Is-

. rael. A
nd E

zra the priest brought the law
 be-

fore the congregation both of m
en and w

om
en, 

an
d
 all th

at co
u
ld

 h
ear w

ith
 u

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 

. . . and he read it . . . and the ears of all the 
people w

ere attentive unto the book of the 
law

." (N
ehem

iah 8:1-3). (Jesus) " . . . seeing 
the crow

d, opened H
is m

outh and taught them
 

. ." (M
atth

ew
 4

:1
-2

). 
T

h
e m

o
ral law

s ex
p
ressed

 in
 th

ese tw
o
 

great docinnents could form
 the m

oral guide-
lines for every A

m
erican. 
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