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Three giant dairy coopera-
tives, which gave President
Nixon $422,500 in disputed
campaign gifts last year,
also lavishly contributed to
congressional races, often
backing both sides to insure
themselves a winner.

Campaign spending  rec-
ords and interviews with
officials who have both re-
ceived .and turned down the
co-ops” money reveal these
features of how the co-ops
spent more than $2 million
on state and federal races
last year:

© The co-ops often backed
both -candidates in congres-
sional and governors races,
and then when the elettion
was = over, poured more
money to the victor.

® The co-ops concentratod
their attention on Ssenior
membegs, in kﬁy cnrnrmttees
of . Cangress Jhaving #urisdi-
citon over the price of milk,
price supports, import laws
an&’& antitrust . issues
which the co-ops are iﬁﬁw
embroiled.

e The co-op gifts to 1nd1
vidual members of Congress
are sometimes disguised in
the public record, with the
money-listed as going to Re-
publican or Democratie Sen-
ate and House Campax%unﬂ
Committees.

® The co-ops’ gifts *have
been turned down by at
least one member of Con-
gress, Rep. Wiley Mayne (D-
Towa), who said he felt “a
quid pro.quo” was sought
and that he could not accept
the co-op money when he
soon had to vote on-dairy
price supports, which the co-
ops want increased.

The three co-0ps, gAssoci-
ated Milk Producersy Inc.,
Mid - Americg
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-

Inc.,, and Dairy-Me
now are jointly lobbyine
Congress for higher federal
milk price supports and leg-
islation strengthening dairy
€0-0pS.

In 1971-72, the co-ops co6l-
lectively gave $422500 to

the re-election finance com-
mittee for President Nixon.
Consumer  groups . “have
charged in a law-suit that
the contrlbutmns were given
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tield, Mo.,
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he  defeated Rep.
Pryor in the emocratic pri-
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afbm- stne Nigon admlmsn a-
eversed an earlier de-
and raised milk price
supp()rts in 1971

Ong example of the ¢o-
opg! pattern of . giving u
theyfind a wmner was 1llus-

trated by last ycal ’s contest-

for governor of Missouri.

Mid-America, which- has
its headquarters in Spring-
initially gave $5,-
000 eaeh to Democratic can-
didates, Edward Dowd rand
Lt. Gov. William Marris.
Mid-America and ‘Dairymen,
Inc., gave $1,100 each to Re-
publican candidates Gene
McNary and
“Kit” Bond. After the pri-
mary, Mid-America ;- gave
$15,000 to Democrat Dowd
and nothing to his opponent,
Bond, However, three
months after Bond scored
an upset victory over Dowd,
he received a $5,000 c¢heck
cam-
paign-funds. .

The three big co- ops made
similar post-victery ¢oitrib-
utions in a -number of Sen-
ate, (House and gubernato-
rial races. For example:

® Illinois Gov. Dan
Walker reccived $3,000 this
February, while last year
the co-ops gave him: $2,500
and $6,000 to Gov. Jiichard
QOgilvie, whom Walker de-

feated. x
© Sen, Walter (Dee) Hud-
dleston (R-Ky.) received

$15,000 17 days after) He de-
feated Louis Nunn. Before
theelection, the co-ops-had
given Nunn $5,500 and Hud-

leston $3,500. Huddleston
wasg appointed to the Senate
Agricuiture Committee,

e Sen. Willlam Scott (R-
Va.). received $5,000 three
weeks after _he defeated

‘Sen. William Spong (D-Va.).
‘Before the election the co-

ops gave Spoug $4,000: and

‘Scott nothing.

; © Sen. John T\‘I(“:Clgllan (D-
Ark) receive:d; $3,000 .after
David

mary, which is tantamount
to election. before the pri-
mary, the co-ops gave Bryor

$20,000 and nothing to Mc-
Clellan. )
e Sen. Dick Clark (D-

Towa), a new member of the-

Senate Agriculture Commit-
tee, received $7,500 a month
to; six weeks after he de-
feated Sen, Jack diller (R-
Jowa). Before the "election,
the co-ops gave Miller $5,100

Christopher:

_apd Clark nothing.

e Rep. Robert Price (R-
Texy, 3. House Agriculture
Committee member, ve-
ceived $3000 two weeks after
he deféated Rep.. Graham
Purcell (D Tex.), 2also a
member of the committee.
Before this election in a
new district xpitting two Ag-

T 1cultum Comxmttee mem-

Rep ‘David - Bowen (D-
Miss,); received $7,000 after
he defeated Carl Butler and
¢ $5,000 of this amount in Feb-

“'ruary after he had been ap-

pointed to the House Agri-
culture Commitee. He is a

member of the Dairy Sub-
committee. . 4

Before :the olecuon, the
co-0ps gave $2,000 to Bowen
and $1, 500 to Butler,

® Rep. Jerry Litton (D-
Mo.), a ncw House Agricul-
ture Cogmmittee member, re-
ceived $6 000 in the 8 to 6
weeks followma hig eleetion.
In the' “Democratic primary,
the co-ops had given Lifton
$150 -and an oponent,
Charles Broomfield, $10,000.
Litton received a $5,000 con-
tribution for the general
election, after beating

Broomfield.
All nine members of the
House. Agriculture Dairy

Subcommittee received:con-
tributions. Besides Bowen,
subcommittee Chairman Ed
Jones (D-Tenn.) got $11,800,
John "+ Zwach (R-Minn.)
$6.875, Dick Bergland " (D-
Minn.) $5,900, Charles Thone
(R-Nebh.) $4,500, Frank Stub-
blefield (D-Ky.) $3 5(19 Wil-
liam Wampler (R-Va.) $2 500,
Paul Findley (R-IIL) $1,000,
and George Brown (D Cal)
$1,000.

Mere than $100, OOO was
distributed by the co-gps to
at least 26 of*31 memhers of
the ™ull Agriculture Com-
mittee who had opposition.
Chaifman W. R. (Bob) Poage
(D-Tex.) received the largest
contribution, $12,500.

‘Rep. Mayne, the Iowa“Re-
publican, said he has refused

contributions from the co‘ops:

bhecause he believes they are
¢iveii”in a manner thaf poses
a potential conflict of in-
terest.

“I thought they were too0
demanding in their attitude
toward  Congress,” = said
Mayne. “I didn’t think a
magt could take their con-
tribution and retain his in-
dependence. 3

“Tt scemed to-me,” adged
Mayne, “such an obkuqi&ie
sire for a yuid pro quo. I
had had a number of very
aggressive demands from
their people that I support a
price support increase. I

" matter of
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didn’t think it would be wise
to accept their’ contnbutlon 7

Brown, of California, a
new membcr of the commit-
tee, said he was opposed by
the co-ops:last fall, but that
the threei co-ops contributed

a total of $1,000 to a fund-
raiser he held several
weeks ago. He said the con-

tribution was made after
Stalbaum, lobbyist for the
three co-ops, “found out I .
was gomg to have a fund-
raiser.”

“I keep in touch with the
co-ops and advise them
about fundraisers and re-
quests for contributions,”
said Stalbaum. “I've got a-
request on my desk right
now from Senator Bob Pack-
wood (R-Ore.).”

The co-ops, who face sev-
eral _antitrust suits, have
shown a recent interest in
contributing to members of
the House Judiciary Com-
mittees. Rep. Peter Rodiho
(D-N.J.), chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee,
received $4,000 last October
and November after the de-
feat of another congressman
assured Rodino would be-
come chairman. Sen. James
Eastland (D-Miss.), chairman
of the Senate Judiciary
Committee also a member
of the Agriculture Commit-
tee, received $15,000.

® The three co-ops have.
continued making contri-
butions this year from un-
spent funds totaling more
than $1.2 million, with the
contributions sometimes co-
ordinated by their congres-
sfonal lobbyist Lynn..Stai-
baum, a former Democratic
congressman from Wiscon-
sin.,

The full extent of the dairy
co-ops’ contributions to indi-
vidual congressmen is not a
public record,
since some - contributions
were channelled through na-
tional Republican or Demo-
cratic eamping commitices.
Apout $600,000 in dairy coop
contrihutions were given to
the Senate and House Cam-
paign Committees- of bhoth-
parties. ‘

Rep. Paul Findley (R-11L),
for example, said that Mid-
America offered him a $1,-
000 contribution last fall.
Findley said he requested
that the money be given in-
stead to the Republican Con-
gressional Commitee and
put in his account. He said
the money would then bhe
used for services supplied
by the committee, for which
each congressman has an al-
lowance.

Findley said he was sur-
prised to get the contrib-
ution, since he has opposed



the co-op’s etfort to get
higher price supports.

Ed Terrar, director of fi-
nance for the Republican

JGengressional «Co6..mittee,
said there ‘were other in-
stances in which congress-
men told him thdt they had
had money channelled to
them through the milk co-
ops. In these cases, Terrar
said he gave the congress-
men the money. The official
campaign contribution rec-
ords would only show a gift
from the co-op to the cam-
paign committee, "

.Terrar said he sometimes
would call hoth Mid-Amer-
ica and Associated Milk
Producers to help candi-
dates “because I knew they
had a hell of a lot of mon-
ey'n

He said a casual inquiry
he made just before the elec-
tion produced a $125,000
campaign gift from Associ-
ated Milk Producers.

Officials of the Republican
and Democratic .Senate Cam-
paign Committees said they
did not accept any contribu-
tions from the -co-ops that
were earmarked for specific
senators. .

Although the milk co-ops
were overwhelmingly sup-
porting Mr. Nixon, they also
helped out Democratic hope-
fuls with gifts of $29,600 to
Rep, Wilbur Mills (D Ark)),
$8,600 to Sen. Hubert Hum-
phrey (D-Minn.), $2,750 to
Sen,. Edmund Muskie -D-

- Maine), and $1,500 to Sen.
-Vanee Hartke (D-Ind.). Mills
is considered the co-ops’
strongest ally in Congress.

The co-ops also contrib-
uted to at least eight of the
11 _members of .the House
Agriculture Appropriations
Committee, which alloeates
funds for dairy price sup-
port programs.

Members of this committee
getting contributions were:
Rep. George Shipley (D-I11.)
$9,600, William Scherle (R-
Towa) $2,700, Rep. Mark An-
drews (R-N.D.) $2,200, Neal
Smith (D-Towa) $2,000, Bill
Burlison (D-Mo.) $2,100, J.
Kenneth Rohinson (R-Va.)
$1,000, Rep. Frank Evans
(D-Colo.), $1,000, and Robert
Michel (R-II1.) $500.

Aside from their contribu-
tions to Mr. Nixon, the co-
ops’ largest gifts were $45,-
000 to Rep, Ed Edmondson
(D-Okla.) who lost a Senate
race, arid $32,500 to Rep.
James Abourezk (D-8.D.),
who won a Senate race.

The three super co-ops
have more than $1 million
in campaign funds left in
thejr treasuries, according
to records of the House
Clerk, and are still making
gifts to Senate and House
fundraising events,




