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By Jerry Burns

Mayor Joseph L. Alioto
returned from abroad
yesterday with the sug-
gestion that nationally
known Democrats be ap-
pointed to President Nix-
on’s Cabinet in order to
demonstrate the solidapr-
ity of the American politi-
cal system.

The mayor also called for-
mer Attorney General John
Mitchell “an evil man” and
said the Watergate affair
proved his oft-made charge
that the Department of Jus-
lice was being used for po-
litical purposes.

Alioto, accompanied b y
his wife, Angelina, returned
at mid-day from a five-week
{rip through Eastern Europe
and the Middle East,

QUESTIONS

They were immediately
surrounded by reporters
with questions about Water-
gate. : i
“It’s discouraging and dis-
heartening when you have
Communist Mayors and
presidents who aretoo polite
to even ask about Watergate
because it’s too embarrass-
ing,” said Alioto. “Obvious-
ly, the United States’ pres-
tige has suffered.”

The important things to do
now, the mayor added, are
to point out to the rest of the
world that “in an open socie-
ty such as this one. we’re
able to get tothe truth’’ and
to demonstrate that “there
is a solidarity in this nation
that is not going to be de-
stroyed by Watergate.”

As a dramatic step to
show solidarity, Alioto pro-
posed that President Nixon
appoint several nationggly-
known Democrats to his
cabinet.

GROUP

“President Franklin D,
Roosevelt appointed two Re-
publicans to his Cabinet
when he wanted solidarity,”
the mayor noted.

Alioto also reminded those
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present that he appeared be-
fore Senator Samuel Erwin’s
committee, which is now in-
vestigating the Watergate
affair, some months ago to
show ‘‘the collaboration of
John Mitchell’s group” with
the Look Magazine article
critical of the mayor and the
unsuccessful Washington
state law suit against him.

“I argued then that the
Department of Justice was
being used as a political
arm and the prosecutions
were really political and not
based on the merits,” said
the mayor.

“Not too many people be-
lieved it at that time. Of

.course, they all believe it

now.” he added.
MESS

Alioto said he is not exult-
ing over Mitchell’s present
position in the middle of the
Watergate mess.

“I feel sorry for him,”
said the mayor. “I thought
he was an evil man and I
still think he’s an evil man.”

Alioto also said the Water-
gate affair is proof that the
American judicial system
works.

“I have great faith in it
and I'm convinced justice
will  be done,” he said.

“Those who perpetrated |

these crimes — particularly
bribery, obstruction of jus-
tice and burglary — will be
brought to justice.

WIN

As a result of Watergate,
he added, “I haven't any
doubt that Democrats ought
to win in 1974 and 1976 — the
only question is whether
Democrats. will beat Demo-
crats in those two yars.”

Alieoto also said the evi-
dence so far does not justify
impeachment of the Presi-
dent and expressed the hope
that future evidence will not
lead in that direction. '

The Aliotos were met at
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the airport by their daugh-
ter, Angela Mia Veronese,
and two of their ten grand-
children, three-year-old An-
gela Mia Veronese and two-
year-old Adolfo Veronese.
The mayor, who visited in
Israel, Russia, Romania, Ita-
ly, Sweden and France, re-
ported that the opening of
the San Francisco Sym-
phony in Paris was “fantas-
tic — they took the place by
storm.”




