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Tampa, Fla. 

Donald. :H. ..Segretti 
pleaded .*:innocent: yester-
day to charges of.distrib-
uting a phony campaign. 
letter during the Florida 
presidential primary that 
accused two Democratic 
candidates of sexual mis-
conduct.. 

Segretti. a 28-year-old Cal-
ifornia lawyer and Nixon 
campaign figure, was given 
30 days to file motions on 
the two-count indictment. 

The- indictment was re-
turned by a federal grand 
jury in Orlando on May 4 ac-
cusing Segretti of publishing 
and . distributing an anony-
mous campaign letter and 
conspiracy to distribute it. 
Both counts are misdemean-
ors. punishable by a maxi-
mum of. one year in jail and 
$1000 in fines. 

Segrelti's attorney advised 
him not In make any state-
ments. 

.\ personal. recognizance 
bond of $10.000 was contin-
ued. 

The unsigned fetter print-
ed on the campaign station-
ery of Senator Edmund S. 
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Phony campaign letter 

Muskie o f Maine. was 
mailed just prior to the 
March 14 primary. 

It accused Muskie's two 
Democratic campaign r 
vats. Senators Henry M. 
Jackson of Washington and 
Hubert H. Humphrey of 
Minnesota. of sexual mis-
conduct. 

Tampa accountant George 
Hearing. 40. who was indict-
ed.  with Segretti. pleaded 
guilty last .Friday to a 
charge of distributing the 
letter and innocent to the 
conspiracy count. U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Ben Krentzman 
said he would rule June 15 
whether to accept the plea. 
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CIA Involvement 

Helms Thought 
Nixon OKd Calls 

Washington 
• Former CIA- director 

Richard A. Helms had 
reason '• to believe • Presi-
dent Nixon sanctioned the 
White House effort last 
summer • to involve the 
Central Intelligence 
Agency in a coverup of 
the Watergate • scandal, 
Senator Henry M. Jack-
son said yesterday. 

After three hours of testi-
mony by Helms and other 
CIA officials before the Sen-
ate Armed Services Com-
mittee. Jackson and Senator 
Staurt Symington (Dem-Mo ►  
said none of the witnesses 
could say positively. how-
ever. whether Mr. Nixon was 
informed of his top aides' 
requests to the CIA. 

"It is hard for me to vis-
ualize that the President 
knew nothing about i t." 
Symington said. "All wit-
nesses said they did not 
know if the President knew. 
about it." 

Helms was summoned to 
Washington from his post as 

ambassador to Iran to 
testify about the alleged ef-
forts of White House aides to 
solicit CIA help in a secret 
investigation of Daniel Ells-
berg in the Pentagon Papers 
case. and in a later scheme 
to cover up campaign funds 
linked t o the Watergate 
scandal 	w hi c 11 	passed 
through a Mexican bank. 

think there is conclu-
sive evidence of a pre-
meditated plan and design 
to use the CIA as a cover-
up." Jackson said. "Thank 
God we have men of integri-
ty in the CIA who refused to 
be used." 

"Mr. Helms. when called 
on by White House aides H. 
R. Haldeman and John Er-
Hellman. and others, had 
reason to believe their re-
quests had sanction from the 
President• o f the United 
States," Jackson said. 
-He had the right to be-

lieve that it came from the 
top." 

The CIA. cooperated with 
the White House requests at 
first, according to Senate 
testimony, until White House 
counsel John Dean III tried 
to pressure the agency to 
block an FBI investigation 
of financial manipulations in 
Mexico. 

Then. Helms testified Wed-
nesday before the Senate 
subcommittee on intelligence 
operations. an  end was put 
to it. 

Neither Helms nor his 
principal aides, CIA deputy 
director Lieutenant General 
Vernon Walters. and former 
'CIA deputy director General 
Robert Cushman. would 
comment to newsmen on 
whether the President was 
fully informed. United Press 


