
Nixon Name Used 
To Pressure CIA 

gence Agency to help cover 
up the Watergate scandal 
and assist key conspirators, 
Sen. John L. McClellan (D-
Ark.) disclosed yesterday. 

For that r ea s on , Mc-
Clellan said,  Richard M. 
Helms, who was then CIA 
director, and other intelli-
gence officials did not in-
form either Congress or the 
President about the re-
quests. 

McClellan said they 
"wanted to go as far as they 
could to accommodate the 
President" because the re-
quests had come from such 
high offices of the Executive 
Branch. 

"Some things went too far 
and they put a stop to, it," 
McClellan said after listen-
ing to three hours of testi-
mony by Helms in a closed 
Senate Appropriations sub-
committee hearing. 

Helms, who is now ambas-
sador to Iran, emerged from 
the hearing room with his 
jaw tightly clenched and 
bored through a crowd of 
newsmen to .a waiting car 
without making a comment 
about the first of at least 
three scheduled appear-
ances before Watergate-rela-
ted investigating panels. 

But McClellan later re-
viewed Helms' testimony, 
and then angrily accused 
the White House of violat-
ing the National Security 
Act' by trying to pressure 
the CIA into covering up fi-
nancial manipulations con-
nected with Watergate. 

Referring to the 1947 act 
that prohibits the CIA from 
domestic intelligence work, 
McClellan said, "I'm satis-
fied the CIA made a mis-
take. I'm satisfied that the 
CIA was imposed upon." 

McClellan also implicitly 
criticized Helms for his si-
lence over a two-year pe- 
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riod, saying that when it be- 
came obvious "a cloud was 
being passed over the 
agency" the former CIA di-
rector had an opportunity to 
complain about the pres-
sures brought to bear by the 
White House. 

But he reserved his most 
stinging,criticism for former 
presidential aides H.R. (Bob) 
Haldeman, John D. Ehrlich-
man and John W. Dean III, 
calling their actions "beyond 
impropriety." . 

Two major White House 
requests of the 'CIA to assist 
in apparent conspiracies 
were met, McClellan said, 
and a third was refused. 
Only one of the three re-
quests, he said, was person-
ally approved by Helms, and 
that was done "reluctantly." 

"Mr. Hel 	, is, assist- 
ants were serious y imposed 
upon and they undertook to 

mitig2te those imposiOons 
by doing as little as they 
could: and finally they did 
refuie," McClellan said. 

The first CIA involvement 
with Watergate figured, Mc-
Clellan quoted Helms as tes-
tifying, occurred when the 
agency provided E. HoWard 
Hunt and G. Gordon Liddy 
with disguises, burglary 
tools and electronic surveil-
lance equipment that were 
used to break into the of-
fices of Pentagon Papers de-
fendant Daniel Ellsberg's 
psychiatrist. 

McClellan said Helms did 
not know the equipment had 
been provided—at Ehrlich-
man's request—until "some-
time later, when Hunt began 
making more requests for 
CIA assistance. 

Helms, according to Mc-
ClellanV ordered former 
Deputy CIA Director Gen. 
Robert E. Cushman to stop 

providing equipment to 
Hunt. 
\ McClellan said the next' 4  
request came when David L. 
Young, a National Security 
Council staff member, asked 
the; CIA for a psychological 
profile on Ellsberg. 

Helms "reluctantly went 
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Several high White House 
aides invoked the name of 
President Nixon when they 
asked the Central Intelli- 

along" with that request, 
McClellan said, even though 
he "didrA think it was quite 
proper bylireason of the 
source." 

Former presidential 
Egil Krogh Jr. has said'in 
sworn statement that the 
profile provided no useful 
information to a special 
White House security squad 
called "the plumbers," and 
for that reason the burglary 
of the psychiatrist's office 
was planned by Hunt and 
Liddy. 

The third White House at-
.tempt to involve the CIA in 
the Watergate scandal was 

'made last June 23 by Halde-
man to Helms and his dep- 

. uty, Lt. Gen. Vernon Wal-
ters, McClellan said. 

McClellan said Helms tes- 
tified 	that 	Haldeman 
"suggested to him that Gen. 
Walters go to see the direc-
tor of the FBI and ask them 
to call off the investigation 
into the Mexican money 
journey." 

He was referring to the 
$100,000 check that was 
"laundered" through a Mex-
`ico City bank, proceeds of 
which ended up in the safe 
el 'Nixon fund-raiser Mau-
rice H. Stans. The money 
figured in bankrolling the 
Watergate break-in and 
other political espionage op-
erations of the Committee 
for the Re-election of the 
President. 

• Walters testified 'before 
another Senate subcommit-
tee on Monday that he told 

Dean three days later that 
he would resign if ordered 

. by the White House to com-
promise the CIA in the 
Watergate case. 

McClellan said yesterday 
that it was Helms who or-
dered Walters not is get in-
volved in asking Acting FBI 
Director L. Patrick Gray to 
cover up the probe. Mc-
Clellan said Helms was con-
vinced that the FBI investi-
gation of the Mexican con-
nection would not interfere 
with the CIA's operatives in 
Mexico, which he said had 
been suggested by Halde-
man. 

McClellan and Sen. Ro-
man L. Hruska (R.-Neb.) re-
peatedly emphasized Helm's 
reluctance to become in-
volved in a Watergate cover-
up. Another subcommittee 
member, Sen. John Pastore 
(D-R.I.), described. Helms as 
"quite hurt that, his reputa-
tion has been tainted after  

40 years (of government 
Service)." 

However, when asked why 
Helms did not take his con-
cerns to President Nixon 
while his agency was alleg-
edly being pressured by 
Haldeman and Ehrlichman, 
McClellan said: 

"He remained silent ... 
He didn't feel that he was 
called on to go to the Presi-
dent. He didn't want the 
CIA; involved." 

When reminded that in at 
least three confirmation ap-
pearances before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Commit-
tee last January and Febru-
ary Helms flatly denied any 
CIA involvement in Water-
gate, McClellan said, "He 
did not relate this to the 
Watergate." 

Hruska chided reporters 
fore 	attaching 	the 
"Watergate" 'label to every 
allegatfbn of White House 
misfeasance. He -claimed 
that at the time of the con- 

firmation hearings Helms 
did not connect the requests 
made to the CIA to;  the 
break-in at ,Democratid,  Na-
tional Headquarters. 

McClellan conceded that 
he "didn't intend ;to put 
(Helms) through the grill" 
dUring the hearing. He said 
that he and other•subcom. 
mittee,,  members had little 
time to prepare questions 
and that Helms was testify-
ing mostly from memory. 

However, McClellan said 
he probably will seek more 
testimony from Helms at a 
future date. He said he also 
planned to seek testimony 
from Haldeman, Ehrlichman 
and Young. 

Helms, meanwhile, is 
scheduled to testify at 10 
a.m, today before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
and sometime later before 
a federal grand jury here 
and the Senate Select Sub-.. committee investigating the 
Watergate scandal., 


