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Privilege
Stand
Softened

Washington

The White House yester-
day softened its broad- in-
structions on when present
or former presidential aides
should refuse to answer
questions on grounds of ex.
ecutive privilege.

Acting White House coun-
sel Leonard Garment told
newsmen the guidelines he
drafted recently won'i be al-
lowed to hide wrongdoing,
cant be legally enforced,
are only for general guid-
ance and don’t “represent
any attempt to rstrict or
suppress information.”

Darlier some commenta-
tor and official had ex-
pressed concern that - the
guidelines could he used by
some Watergate figures, in-
cluding former aides I, R,
Haldeman and John D. Ehr-
lichman, to duck sensitive
questions on grounds other
than the Fifth Amendment’s
protection  against self-
inerimination. -
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