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Washington 
John W. Dean III says, 

and his voice is steady, "I 
know what I know. I want 
the truth to emerge. It 
won't hurt my hide. I've 
never given serious con-
sideration to going to 
jail." 	- 

The former counsel to 
President Nixon spends his 

• days in his Alexandria, Va., 
riverfront house, with a 
blond shag rug on the floor 
and music pouring out of the 
wall, behind drawn curtains 
and lowered blinds against 
the television crews who 
keep perpetual watch on his 
front door. 

Until a month ago, he 
says, he subscribed to the 
White House attitude toward 
the Watergate. 

"I joined and lived in bite 
myth that it would all go 
away. I hoped it would but I 
didn't believe it." 

APPEARANCE 
Dean is 34, the picture of a 

proper young Republican. 
with regular features and 
little humor. H i s sun-
bleached hair is just a little 
longert han the White House 
standard. He has luminous 
brown eyes and he blinks a 
lot when he talks. It seems 
more habit or ingratiation 
than nerves. 

Hi s pretty round-eyed 
blonde wife, Maureen, sits 
with him in the perpetual 
twilight. One of his lawyers, 
Robert McCandless, is on 
hand. Dean is ready to re-
view his Washington career, 
but steers clear of "testimo-
nial matters." , 

The first time he met the 
President was in 1967 — "a 
real fast handshaker." It 
was at the Republican Na-
tional Committee policy 

meeting, where Dean, a 
young man on the rise, was 
explaining the potential of 
the law-and-order issue. 

The last time they met 
was at a tense oval room en-
counter, when Dean o b - 
served that he did not think 
Alias to come to impeach-
ment" and the President  

dismissed him with a pleas-
antry about "your pretty 
bride." 

STRUGGLE 
Dean is now regarded as 

an engine of impeachment 
and he and Richard Nixon 
te locked in a struggle over 
immunity. Claiming little in-
volvement. and much know- 

ledge, Dean has won im-
munity Senate Watergate 
committee, but the govern-
ment prosecutors are resist-
ing, on the ground that they 
can get indictments, possi-
bly of Dean himself, without 
the grant. 

Dean had wanted to be a 
writer. He studied Colgate 

and at Wooster College in 
his native Ohio . He ca to 
Washington on a seminar 
program, got hooked on gov-
ernment and stayed on to 
study law at Georgetown. 
His first job was with the 
minority staff of the House 
Judiciary Committee, and 
he developed there and later 
at the Crime Commission a 
reputalion as a useful 
speech writer and research-
er who knew just what Re-
publican orators needed. 

"I would still like to be a 
writer," Dean said. "Maybe 
I will write a book," he add-
ed, as counsel McCandless 
hooted. "I love to play with 
words and twist phrases. I 
always play scrabble." 

When he was first asked to 
join the Nixon team, in De-
cember, 1969, by Richard 
Kleindienst who was "staff-
ing up" the Justice Depart-
ment, Dean demurred. 

"I'm too young," he pro- 
tested. 

USE 
But Kleindienst and John 

Mitchell, the attorney gener-
al who last week was indict-
ed in the Vesco case, pre-
vailed on him, and his boy-
ish comeliness and smooth 
talk prompted his superiors 
to use him out front, as a 
negotiator with peace 
groups, as a White House 
briefer on crime legislation. 

But he was not, he says, 
despite copious press ac-
counts, a protege of John 
Mitchell . 

"I was never close to 
him," he says. "You know 
he smokes a pipe, but it was 
always in his mouth and it 
was hard to know how he re-
acted to anything." 

When in:June, 1971, "sud-
denly out of the blue," ff,gil 
Krogh Jr., who has recently 
surfaced as one of the White 
House "plumbers," asked 
Dean if he wanted a White 
House job, bean's immedi-
ate reaction was to say no. 

"I had had just enough 
dealing with people in the 
White House to know it was 
the toughest place in the city 
to work," he remembers. 
But one clay, soon after, 
while he was having lunch 
at the Congressional Hotel, 
he had a call from John D. 
Ehrlichman, a presidential 
assistant, asking him to take 
the next plane to San Cle-
mente to meet the Presi-
dent. 

"Looking back over it 
now," Dean says, "I see 
what they were doing to me. 
A helicopter was waiting for 
me, and a Marine saluted 
me." 

At San Clemente, IL It. 
Haldeman, t lh e n White 
House chief of staff, took 
him over for a four - hour 
interview. 

"He was very thorough," 
Dean says. "He took nie 
apart, on my beliefs and on 
my way of doing titngs and 
the like, and then he put me 

back together again." 
The next morning, after a 

further quiz, he was ushered 
into the presidential pres-
ence. 

"There were two surpris-
es," Dean says. "He was 
taller than I thought and 
he was wearing a red jacket 
— yes, red — very dapper." 

When Dean went back to 
Kliendienst and Mitchell to 
tell them he was offered the 
position o f White House 
counsel, Mitchell mused, "I 
wonder if Ehrlichman will 
put his foot on you." 

LETDOWN 
He did. The 27 months in 

the White House were a let-
down for Dean. All his re-
search was presented to the 
President through Ehrlich-
man. The one time he got a 
call from the President was 
when Mr. Nixon told him 
that Tricia—or Julie, Dean 
can't remember which of 
the Nixons' daughters -
was doing a paper on presi-
dential secession and needed 
h el p. 

"There was a fantasticti-
tie." Dean mused, "But I 
had no real weight. I was 
, counsel to thePresident, but 
I didn't counsel the Presi-
dent." 

Up until a series of tense 

encountera thisspring,Dean 
aaw thePresident only ten 
times, andnever alone. 

On April 15, two days be-
fore thePresident was to ad-
vise the nation of "major de-
velopments in the case," 
Dean suddenly found him-

self persona nongrata. 
"You know right away," 

he said. "You can't get re-
cords you aak for and the 
guards aslc lo see your 

pass.'' 

(!\l.'  But the President called 
him Easier Sunday, April 
22. "He said I was still his 
counsel and wished me and 
my pretty wife thebestand 

told us to go to church and 
smile well for everyone," 
Dean reported. 

He added, "I thought it 
was a strokLng move -
don't led old Johnget outof 

hallitrel."th inks the White House 
eyed him asa. scapegoat be-
came "1 was locked in con-
crete on national televLsion 
on Auguat .29." .. On that 
date, the President present-
ed him as the author of the 
Dean report, which cleared 
everyone under the White 
House roof of any involve-
ment. 

"I told some people," he 
said, " 'this Ls phonemenal 
what you have done by 
throwing me out front to 
catch me up in the whole 
thing." " 

He never wrote such a re- 
port, heinsists, 

"On a couple of occasions. 
when I was asked to 

. write some fairy thought 
were fai themselves ," De 

He has never ref tectedon 
impeachment, he says. He 
retains an awe of the presi-
dency and respect for the 
fantaatic accomplishment8 
of this one, "but hen I met 
with him one - on-one this 
spring, he seemed to be an-
other man, and I told him • 
who I was and I would not 

roll over." 
He did not think histesti-

mony might bring the Presi-
dent down. "Jam a specg in 
the cosmos; look at the pow-
er he has." 

If he waa chilled watching 
the President speak April 30, 
in which there was an ice 
cold referenceto him in con-
trast to huzzahsfor Ehrlich-
man and Haldeman, it was 
"only because of sadness 
that hehad made a cosmetic 
apeech — I hoped he 
wouldn't." 
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• 

Dean Ducks 
Former presidential coup se I 
John W. Dean III dodged under 
a rope as he left U.S. District 
court in Washington yesterday. 
Dean appeared before lawyers 
for Common Cause, the citizens' 

lobby, to give a deposition in 
that organization's suit against 
the Committee to Re-elect the 
President. Following Dean under 
the rope was Robert M. Mc-
Candless, his attorney. 

FAITH 
Dean approve8 of a spe-

cial prosecutor, retains "-( 
"great faith in the judicial 
process," and has hopes that 
t h e Senate committ will 
bring out the full story. 

He has not yet made a 
fateful decLsion. If he is not 
granted immunity beforethe 
grand jury, he may be 
forced to tali';; the Fifth 
Amendment to.. avoid incri-
minating himself. He would 
be thus putting himself in  

contempt of court. 
"It's a difficult call to 

make," he saidin the sports 
lingo so popular in hLs day 
at the White House. "I hav-
en't made that decision yet. 
I'm not tryingto get anyone, 
not the Preeident, not Halde- 

man, not anyone." 
"Haldeman," he says,"is 

the hardest working, most 
devoted man I ever saw. 
Ehrlichman, though 'Ls 

something else." 


