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Consequences: II

By Anthony Lewis .- |

‘LONDON, May 15 — If President .

"Nixon understood the larger meaning

- of the events labeled Watergate, if he
sought to respond to the public yearn- ;

~ing they have evoked, if he wished to
. cleanse’ himself and his country of
" their stain, he would have to begin
by rededicating his Government to one
- prineiple: respect for law. It is an un-
dertaking that would carry him well
beyond the immediate facts of Water-
gate
Never " again, he would have to
pledge, will any officer of my Admin-

istration act as if he were above the

law, as if official power were unre-
strained by law.

Never again will my officials com-

mit crimes to advances a cause that
they have decided is good; they will

forsake the pernicious doctrine that..

the end ]ustxfles the means.
Never again' will I or any of my
associates interfere with the judicial

process or attack- the .integrity of the’

judges of the United States.
Never again will anyone in my
White House use the foreign intelli-

gence -apparatus' of this country for

domestic political purposes.
Never again will White House
agents try to take over police func-

tiors, or use. unlawful wiretapping or -

sahotage the political process. -
Never again will an Attorney Gen-
eral of mine bring political prosecu~

tions or cases asking the courts to'

create - criminal- law that Congress
has not passed. .

Yever- again will this. Admlmstratlon
uniuaterally —attempt tfo repeal .or
emaculate leglslatxon duly enacted by

“Cengress.

‘Never again will I or my asmstants
use the licensing process or other ad-
mig{strative power to try to bring the
press, and television into lire..

Never again will my defense and
foreizn policy spokesmen lie about
American military operations abroad.

Never again will I disregard the lim-
its put on war-making by the Constl-

. tution of the United States.

Those are assurances of the kind -
needed to make America whole again-

at this extraordinary and tormented
moment” of her history. To imagine
such undertakings“is to realize what

‘makes’ our hearts ache: it is lawless--

_ness; it -is official contempt for the
rule .of law.

To make such a list of assurances—
and each of us can make his own—is
also to realize how unlikely it is that
we can look to Richard Nixon for
restoration of our country’s integrity.
Respect for history and for institutions
which in the American context is to
say.respect for law, is just not in-him.

~and lawlessness,

AT HOME ABROAD

There was a marvellously revealing

‘moment when the House of Repre-
 sentatives voted last week against a

Defense Department request for funds
to continue the illegal bombing of
Cambodia. The President’s press secre-

- tary -immediately - said that the vote

would make no difference; the bomb-
ing would go on because it was

3 urlgh,t »

“Right” because Nixon said so, no
matter what the Constitution said: It
was the same old official arrogance
supported by the
samg old lies about the extent of
Amencan mvolvement m an Asian
civil war. ) .

It is two weeks now 'since President
‘Nixon spoke t0 the country about

~ Watergate. Two former members of

his Cabinet have been indicted. White
House agents have been condemned
by a conservative Federal trial judge
for mterfemng in the course of justice.
The country waits for some sign of

" sensitivity in this President, some hint

that he understands what has gone
wrong. There is nothing.

If he is to regain the trust that is
the foundation of political authority in

.a democracy, Mr. Nixon would have
“to do more than give personal pledges

of a change in course. He would have
to change the people in his Adminis-
tration enough to demonstrate an end

to the narrow, vengeful partisanship

that has characterized it so far. He
would have to bring in larger-minded

. men and women from outside.

Here again there is no occasion

 for hope. The personnel changes so

far have been reshuffles of the old
deck; the test has been loyalty to
Mr, Nixon, The hasty insertion of John
Connally as an unpaid White House
adviser is especially interesting — a
Nixon move not to the old Republi-
cans or to eminent nonpartisan figures
but to his matural consistency: the
new money, oil, aerospace, the South.

All the signs are that the President
still believes he can ride out this
little local difficulty. He will wrap
himself in the troubles of the world.
Henry Kissenger will talk about At-
lantic charters. Leonid Brezhnev will
come to Washington to 1help the best
President he has.

Will ‘it work? Will Americans be
distracted by the glamor of world
statesmanship from the unfinished
business of official lawlessness at
home? Will they weary of the pursuit
of “truth? The questions are for us,
all of us, for the answers will demon-
strate the character of our country.



