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_ Former-acting FBI director L, Patrick Gray IIT
has told Senate investigators that last July he in-
‘formed President Nixon that he was ““egnfused” hy

the role of White House aides in the Watergate in-
vestigation and that their actions could lead.to trou-

ble for Mr. Nixon.

‘The President, accor

that Gray should contin-
ue to “go ahead and do
your job.” Gray also said
that .Mr. Nixon did not
seek to learn more from
Gray about Gray’s misgiv-
ings.- v S5

On Thuros,day,yGray met
with Senate investigators
and provided them with his
account of a telephone con-
versation on July 6, 1972,
with the President. Five dif-
ferent Senate”sources pro-
vided almost¥identical
accounts of Gray’s state-
ments about aspects of the
Watergate investigation, in-
cluding the conversation
with Mr. Nixon.

CONFUSED

According to the sourceé,
Gray said that he began get-

ting ‘“‘confused” about the -

Watergate investigation on
June :28, 11 days after bug-
ging of Democratic head-
quarters was dscovered.

Gray, the sources said,
had scheduled a meeting be-
tween CIA and FBI officials
for that date because FRBI
agents were suspicious of

CIA involvement in the bug- .

ging. )

However, presidential as-
sistant John D. Erlichman
told Gray that morning that
Gray could not hold the
meeting and ordered him to
cancel  it, Senate sources
said Gray told them.

The conversation with
Ehrlichman, the sources
said, occurred on the same
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ding to Gray, replied only

ddy “that “ERrlichman #nd”
presidential counsel John W.
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- Dean reportedly handed the

acting FBI director two file
folders belonging to one of
the Watergate conspirators
and told Gray: “These
should never see the light of
day.” ;
TELEPHONE - .

Gray told the senate inves:
tigators that on July 6, he
telephoned Clark MacGre-
gor, then President Nixon’s
campaign manager, and
urged MacGregor to tell Mr.,
Nixon of the unusual behav-
ior of Ehrlichman and other
presidential aides. o

_Gray, the sources said, de-
cided to call MacGreor after
discussing Ehrlichman’s sc-
tion with a high CIA official.
Gray and the CIA official
“both decided they should
try to tell some higher au-
thority that the FBI and CTA
were being damaged in their
respective missions because
of this White House interfer-
ence by Ehrﬁggman, ” one of

the sources said. “They

were concerned because |

somebody outside their or-

| ganizations were calling the

shots.”

That same day, Gray told
the investigators, he re-
ceived a telephone call from
Mr. Nixon, who opened the
conversation by congratulat-
ing Gray on his handling of
an airplane hijacking case.

Then, Gray reportedly

. said, he told Mr. Nixon that
“he was “‘confused” by what
. appeared to be CIA invoive.

ment in thg bugging and by

. Mr. Nixon:

certain actions he naa been
asked to take by presidential
aides. L
According to the sources,
Gray told investigators he
did not mention any specific
names or instance to the
President, and told him only
that he could not understand
some of the things he
(Gray) was being asked to

_ do.

WOUND
One of the-sources said
Gray told the President that
he was particularly con-

hite House
making in-
aestigative decisions nor-
mally reserved for the FBI
and quoted Gray as telling
“It could wound

you. Bk

Gray,- the same source
said, guoted the President
as replying: “Keep up with
your vigorous investiga-
tion,”? " at which point the

conversation ended.
Another source who ‘has

talked with Gray aboutt the
Watergate said that Gray’s
testimony to the Senate in-
vestigators shows “more
and more incidents” that in-
dicated that the ordersfrom
the Whité House ‘‘were to
conceal and not get to the
final bottom.”

The sources agreed that
Gray said he has no evid-
ence that the President had
knowledge of a White House
coverup of the Watergate in-
vestigation.

COVERUP

Some news accounts last
night reported that Gray
had told Senate investiga-
tors that he had explicitly
told  President Nixon that
White House aides were
trying to “impede’ the in-
vestigation and warned of a
“coverup” by the White

" House.

However, the Post’s
sources said that Gray. did
not point to any coverup.

5 Ny A Y
In a statement 1ssuea IVfon-

day and personally ap-

- proved by the President, the

White House denied specifi-
cally that Mr. Nixon had
participated in any activities
to cover up the Watergate
bugging case.

Deputy press secretary
Gerald L. Warren said in
Key Biscayne, Fla., that
“‘any suggestion that the
President participated in

any coverup .activity. or de- -

tivities is-untrue.””
-On Tuesday, press secre-
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tary- Ronald L. Zieglér was
told that the Warren state-
ment did not deny.‘‘aware-

~ness’” by Mr. Nixon of a cov-

erup.

Ziegler replied that the or-
iginal statement ‘““was not
draiwn to make a distinction

between participation and
awareness.”

On Monday, Warren had
been asked whether his
statement was subject to
being declared “inopera-
tive,” as Ziegler had des-
cribed earlier White House
statements about the Water-
gate case. .

Warren replied: “That
was different . . . This came
from the President.”

In his April 30 speech, Mr.
Nixon said that he had re-
mained convinced until
March of this year that the
charges of involvement by
members of the White House

. staff were false, and the de-
nials true.
ASKED .

After setting in motion an
Investigation immediately
after the break-in, Mr. Nix-
on said, he ‘“repeatedly
asked those that conducted
the investigation whether
there was any reason to he-
lieve that members of my
administration were in any

- way involved.

“I received repeatedas-
surance there were not,” he
said.

Mr. Nixon sajd that he dis-
counted press reports that
appeared to implicate offi-
cials of the administration
or of hisre-election commit-
tee because of the reassur-
ances he received, because
he helieved the reports he
was getting, and because he
had faith-in those who gave
them. ‘



