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WASHINGTON, May 10—
The word among inmates at 
the District of Columbia jail 
is: If you want help, see Mr. 
Liddy. 

Mr. Liddy is George Gor-
gon Liddy, a convicted Wa-
tergate conspirator and for-
mer lawyer and prosecutor. 
He has become something of 
a hero to the inmates of the 
ancient, huge stone building, 
according to city officials and 
other sources. 

The flamboyant Liddy, they 
say, has set himself up as a 
jailhouse lawyer for the 700 
men who are awaiting trial, 
sentencing, a hearing or 
transfer to other institutions. 

"He is enjoying the lime-
light and really holding 
court," one city official re-
marked. 

`A Folk Hero' 
"He is regaling in it and is 

fascinating the inmates with 
stories of his exploits, and 
advising them in their cases," 
an official reported. "He has 
become a folk hero among 
the inmates." 

Officials at the jail are con-
cerned about the popularity 
and activities of Liddy, in-
formed sources said. 

"The authorities are watch-
ing him and are suspicious 
that he is organizing the in-
mate'to complain about con- 

ditions," one source reported. 
"There have been no com-
plaints yet, but they might 
come. We .are also concerned 
that he is organizing men to 
intimidate and harass Mr. 
Hunt." (E. Howard Hunt Jr., 
a co-defendant of Liddy's 
who pleaded guilty in the 
Watergate conspiracy. 

"The mere fact that those 
guys are there presented 
problems for authorities," 
the source said. "We don't 
want anything to happen to 
them, and Mr. Liddy has been 
in several scraps already." 

Transferred Cells 
Earmlier this week Liddy 

requested an was granted a 
transfer from Cellblock Four, 
a minimum security area, to 

Cellblock One, a Maximum se-
curity section. 

A source said that Liddy 
had told officials that he 
wanted to get not of the cell-
block with Hunt because 
Hunt had testified before a 
grand jury about their spying 
activities. 

"Mr. Liddy was quite per-
turbed with Mr. Hunt for 
talking," the source said, 
"and transfers are granted 
routinely when an inmate 
wants to get away from an 
individual or group of indi-
viduals." 

Informants report that the 
jail lifestyles of the two men 
have been the antithesis of 
each other. 

"Mr. Liddy adjusted almost 
immediately and became 
liked instantaneously because 
he was helping the men by 
giving legal advice," on 
source reported. 

"When he was in Cellblock 
Four, the men lined up to 
talk over their legal problems 
with him. He sits with them 
surrounding him as he tells 
his stories. He is gregarious 
and is well-received. 

"On the other hand," the 
source reported, "Mr. Hunt 
is quiet and keeps to himself, 
mainly waiting only to make 
a lot of phone calls. Officials 
are concerned about his pos-
sible physical and mental de-
terioration. When James M. 
McCord [also a convicted con-
spirator] started talking to 
the grand jury, Mr. Hunt got 
hysterical and at 3 o'clock 
one morning he began holler-
ing for his lawyer. 

"While both men have lost 
weight," the source contin-
ued," Mr. Hunt seems to be 
suffering from it more than 
Mr. Liddy." 

Escape Called Easy 
The District of Columbia 

jail 'is a drab, century-old, 
five-story structure that has 
a reputation of being easy to 
escape from. Guards and the 
authorities live with the fear 
of inmate rioting or take-
over. Last October, for ex- 

ample, the men in Cellblock 
One overpowered guards and 
took them and the correc-
tions director hostage for 22 
hours before releasing them 
and surrendering. 

Cellblock Four, the mini-
mum security area, houses 
nonviolent, nondangerous and 
older inmates usually charged 
with crimes against property 
or themselves, such as theft 
or drug abuse. hTe men are 
free to walk around the cell-
block. 

Cellblock Three is similar 
to a dormitory and is re-
served for inmates who work 
in the jail, performing such 
jobs as typists, clerks and 
medical assistants for a small 
stipend. 

`Strange Request' 
Cellblocks One and Two 

are maximum security areas 
with individaul cells, popu-
lated by men considered 
hardened criminals or facing 
the most serious charges, 
such as murder or armed rob-
bery. 

"It is strange to ask to 
be transferred from Four to 
One," a source remarked. 

The top floor, or penthouse, 
of the jail is used to isolate 
prisoners. The one cell there 
has a window that looks into 
the execution room, directly 
at the electric chair, which 
has not been used in more 
than 10 years. 


