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Dean Charges Drive to Restrict His Testimony
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Johin W. Dean III the
ousted White House coujsel,
charged yesterday there “‘is
an engoing effort to limit or
prevent my testifying.fully
and freely” in the Watergate
investigation. ‘

The ‘34-year-old Iawyer as-
serted that there have been

attempts to influencé: the
handling. of his statements
by the government prosecu-
tors and that ‘“‘restrictions
have been placed on the
scope of my testimony asit
relates tg-the White House,”
In a2 statement issumed
through his attorneys, Dean
also said (that there isi%in
“unwilliggness to aceeptthe
truth” jm' the White House
that “Stll prevaus “emong
..some who are affected by
the truth.”

Dean, ‘who was forced to
resign his White House post
on Aprif 30, gave no elabora-
tion’ of 'what eh knows about
the ‘conspiracy to spy on

Democrats last year and the

alleged admlmstratlon ‘coa-
erup ‘attempt.
It was disclosed Wedneb

day that the Justie Depant-
ment intends to delay for 30
days a court order under
which Dean could be grant-
ed’ 1mmun1ty from prosecu-
tion and forced to testify be-
fore the Senate Watergate
committee.

The Senate commlttee
chairman, Sam J. ErvinJr.
of North Carolina, saidthat:

asuie from the 30-day delayw

]

Dean’s testimony.

Other developments « yes-
terday:. -

® Hugh W. Sloan Jr.,
, former ‘treasurer of Presi-
- dent Nixon’s campaign or-

ganization, said in sworn
. testimony that two other
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aides had tmed to persuade
him to perjure himself and
that he had informed other
officials of this.

rd
in his first public testimony,
gave multiple details of the
inception and execution of
the conspiracy to wiretap te-

lephones at the offices of the

Democratic National Com-
mittee.

[} Lavvyer’s for the Demo-
cratic National Committee
said they would attempt to
take pretrial testimony from
Dean in their civil suit
against the Republicans.
The deposition was set. for
May 17. . :

There have been conilict-
ing reports on the evidence
tha t Dean, who is known to
be seeking immunity from
prosecution, could supplyto
the Senate and the grand
jury if he talks.

Newsweek and Time ma-
gazines said that the one-
time White House lawyer is
ready to testify that he be-
lieves President Nixon him-
self was informed of efforts
to cover up the Watergate
activities.

But the New York Times
said yesterday that both the
government prosecutors and
Senate sources are persuad-
ed that Dean has no evid-
ence to implicate the Presi-
dent.

STATEMENT

“The news stories quoting
unidentified sources and
speculating on the nature of
my testimony do not. come
from me, have not been au-
thorized by me, nor, have
they come from my attor-
neys,” Dean said yesterday.

“The information ' con-

tained in these stories is
neither complete nor accur-
ate,” he said in a two-page
statment. “I have not, and
will not, leak my testlmony
to the media.”

Dean said that in the last
four or five months there
have been discussions inthe
White’ House on how to “‘end
the Watergate story,” but
that there was always “an
unwillingness to accept the
truth for what it meant.”

“I have always been — as
I am now — prepared to
have 'the truth emerge,”
Dean asserted, “But I am
not willing to see the truth
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0.~ shoulder the
blame for those unwilling to 4
accept the truth.”

Dean charged that there
have been attempts to

“publicly intimidate m e”
and to “discredit me person-
ally in the hope of discredit-
ing my testimony.” He did
not elaborate.

CREDIBILITY

Even before Dean had ut-
tered a word of sworn, pulic
testimony on the affau' a
. growing controversy had de-
veloped over his credibility.

Dean’s supporters and oth-
ers suspect an effort to pro-
tect Mr. Nixon and othe

-icials from possible
embarrassment . while
Dean’s critics believe he is
merely trying to avoid in-
dictment, by implicating oth-
ers. .

The prosecution has re-
fused to grant Dean immuni-
ty from. prosecution or to
call him before the federal
grand. jury now investigat-

ing the case. It contending

that  senate immunity for

‘Dean would damage any fu-

ture prosecution proceedings
against him.
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