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Young, Not Hunt, Sought 
Papers, Pentagon Says 

Associated Press 

A Pentagon spokesman re- 
versed himself yesterday and 
substituted one former 
White House aide for an- 
other as the man who unsuc-
cessfully sought access at 
the Defense Department to 
secret Pentagon Papers in 
the fall of 1971. 

It was David Young, a re-
signed member of the Na 
tional Security Council staff 
at the White House, and not 
convicted Watergate conspir-
ator E Howard Hunt, who 
personally wanted a loOk at 
the documents, spokesman 
Jerry W. Friedheim said. 

While Young was turned 
down at the Pentagon, he ar-
ranged for Hunt to comb 
through cables at the State 
Department. Hunt has said 
in a grand jury testimony 
that in 1971 he prepared two 
phony cables indicating 

President John F. Kennedy 
was linked to the assassina-
tion of South Vietnamese 
President Ngo Dinh Diem 
in 1963. 

Friedheim said another 
Watergate conspirator, G. 
GordOn Liddy; also made a 
personal visit to Pentagon 
counsel J. Fred Buzhardt, 
and was also turned down in 
his request for a peek at se-
cret Vietnam-to-Washington 
communications. 

Blaming the error on in-
complete memories of Pen-
tagon officials, Friedheim 
said, "We are not perfect." 

Friedheim said the White 
House aides were turned 
down because of a standing 
Defense Department policy 
requiring that any request 
for information for govern-
ment investigations come 
from the< Justice Depart-
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