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Watergate Dominates 
'GOP Governors' Talk 

t. 

By Jules. Witcover 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

NEW YORK, May 9—Re- 
publican governors met pri-

tely tonight to try to draw 
a resolution on the Wa- 

Drgate scandal that would 
,11 for full and swift dis-
osure as imperative to pre-
I've the cerdibility of the 
litical system. 
The,effort under way was 
push 'for such disclosure 
bout criticizing President 
on, but rather to indi- 

te a feeling of assurance 
t he will see to it that . 

41 the facts do come out. 
n the forefrbnt of the 
ve are goy. Linwood 

ton (Va.), chairman of the 
Republican Governors' Asso-
ciation, and host Gov. Nel-
son A. Rockefeller (N.Y.). 

The meeting was at Rocke-
feller's Fifth Avenue apart-
ment, during a supper for 
the governbrs and their 
wives before the formal 
opening of their spring con-
ference Thursday. The ob-
jective clearly was to have 
a resolution ready for adop-
tion at the start of the con-
ference, to • avoid getting , 
bogged down on vtatergate 
discussions throughout the 

..two-day meeting. . . 
"If we don't do this," one 

Republican s o,u r e said; 
,,."we're going to have 19 dif- 

ferent statements on what 
should be done about Wa- 
tergate." Nineteen of the 22 
Republican governors are ex-
pected to attend the confer-
ence. 

Among those who were 
expected to be most strong-
ly in support of a Watergate 
resolution calling for swift 
disclosure are Govs. William 
Millikin (Mich.) and Robert 
Ray (Iowa), another GOP 
source said. 

The strongest opposition 
might come, thiS same 
source said, from Gov. Ron- 
ald Reagan (Calif.), who last 
week said the perpetrators 
of the Watergate break-in 
were not "criminals at 
heart." 
' Just as at a meeting of 
Democratic-  govel-nors 
Hurti, Qint, two weeks ago, 
the mood ,imaong the GOP 
governors 6.ifficerning Water-

: ,gate wa4 ilistinclty cautious. 
Haltql xand Gov. Winfield 

Dunn (Terin.), in an open- 
ing press conference this 
afternoon, both expressed 
confidence that President 
Nixon was in no way per- 
sonally involved in the 
break-in or subsequent 
cover-up, Holton called talk 
of impeachment of the Pres-
ident "ridiculous." 

At-t,ke same time h 
everlhe and Dunn to 
paips to .disassociate ;;  
regular Republican Party 
frOm the Watergate case. 
The 'political espionage was 
perpetrated out of "an ad 
hoc committee"—the :Coin-
mittee for the Re-election of 
the President" (CRP), Dunn 
noted. "It did not involve 
°Republicans per se," he said. 

Halton said one of the 
lessons of Watergate is that 
campaigns ought to be con- 
ducted by the regular Re- 
publican National Commit- 
tee machinery, with that 
committee held responsible. 

Holton said he did not 
think "a single governor" 
running as a Republican in 
1974 would be hurt because 
of Watergate because none 
had been involved in the af-
fair and the American voter 
would not unfairly penalize 
anyone who wasn't. 

But Holton acknowledged 
that the Watergate was 
hurting in local fund-raising. 
Although the party in Vir-
ginia had its most successful 
fund-raising dinner recently, 
he said, some party people 
told him they would not 
give until "you clean up 
Watergate." 

Neither Mr. Nixon nor 
Vice President Spiro T. Ag-
new. both of whom were in-
vited;- according< to Holton, 
is expected to attend the 

• -conference; which was pre-
cededV public reception 
tonight at . which ' Watergate 
was the major top c.: 

7.,:..:0..n.Thursday, the,  -a ci,enu 
panels 'on `energy 

-),ppoblems and political sur-, 
vey research, and briefings 

!obi, R e,p ublic a.n Nationale  
Chfil-than George Bush and 

%Kenneth R. Cole Jr., the 
Presidents domeStic' council 

thead.  
"On Friday, the gdVernors 

are to meet-all day .at Rock 
"dt,Ale.r':.' North - TarrytoWW 
hbme:With the Press barred: 

today' ' that "we' 
want to go off by ourselveS"' 
to talk politics. He said he 
doubted the subject of 1976 
presidential politics would 
come up. All the GOP gov-
ernorS agree, he said, that 
"it's dangerous" to talk 1976 
candidates. 

That may be so, but in in- `formal discussions- going on 
here about Watergate, it is 
inevitable that its impact on 
both 1974, when 12, Republi-
can-held governorships are 
to be contested, and 1976 
will come up. 

Two of the major-state Re- 
publican governors, Rocke-
feller and Reagan, already 
are considered strong 1976 
possibilities. The -impact of 
Watergate on their chances 
—and on those of Agnew 
and recently converted Re-
publican John B. Connally—
is a certain subject for spec-
ulation here. 


