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The SEC, whose investiga-
tion of Vesco began in 
March, 1971, learned of the 
cash transfer late in Octo-
ber, while questioning Ralph 
P. Dodd, a former vice pres-
ident of International Con-
trols Corp., of which Vesco 
was chairman. Dodd told the 
investigators he picked up 
$250,000 in cash from a down-
town Manhattan branch of 
Barclay's Bank and delivered 
it to Vesco's home in Boon-
ton, N.J. 

It was not until Fpbruary 
that the SEC learned the 
money had been, paid to the 
Nixon campaign, the sources 
said. Early that month, they 
reported, Stans showed 
Cook a copy of a letter he 
sent to Vesco returning the 
money, along with an addi-
tional $50,000 Vesco con-
tributed in October. The 
second payment, made by 
check, w a s publicly an-
nounced. 

Influence Vesco Charges 
Later that month, Harry 

L. Sears, a Vesco attorney 
and prominent New Jersey 
politician, testified that he 
met with Stans several 
times to discuss the con-
tribution. Sears said he also 
met with Mitchell to discuss 
Vesco's problems with the 
SEC. 	 • 

According to sources here, 
Cook told the grand jury he 
discussed t h e contribution 
with Stens three-  times.. The 
first was shortly after the 
SEC learned of the money, 
when Cook asked Stans if it 
had gone into the campaign. 
The second was on the 
goose-hunting trip in Geor-
gia, when Stens, the former 
Secretary of Commerce, is 
alleged to have asked Cook 
about his future plans. The 
third w a s in a telephone 
call. In each case, Cook re-
portedly testified, Stans said 
he would • check campaign 
records as to whether Ves- 

co's money had ended' up 
with the Nixon catnpaign 
committee. He never report-
ed back to Cook, Cook is 
said to have testified here. 

Stans never asked that the 
mention of the money be de-
leted from the court papers, 
the sources said. Instead, he 
suggested to CoOk, according 
to Cook's testimony, that the 
payment was not properly a 
part of  the SEC's, charge 
against Vesco. 

Stans told The Washington 
Post about the reported 
Cook testimony, issued a 
statement saying, "I would 
be surprised if Mr. Cook 
made any statement that I 
tried to influence the SEC 
in the Vesco matter. But if 
it is suggested that such a 
statement was made. I deny 
that at any time I sought to 
influence the SEC in its ac-
tions against Vesco." 

Stans is an old acquaint-
ance of Cook's father,  

'eorge B. Cook, who "is a 
long-time Republican fund 
raiser in the Midwest. 

According to sources in 
Washington, the-  money was 
not mentioned in the first 
draft of the SEC charge 
against Vesco. 'However, at 
least one staff member ob-
jected to its exclusion - and 
drafted a proposed para-
graph. That paragraph, • said 
to speak of specific amotrnts 
of money moving between 
Vesco and unknown parties, 
was trimmed because, one 
source said, "it just sounded 
silly. There• was no proof 
of where it had gone and , 
even now the SEC doesn't 
know where it came from." 

In essence, the SEC com-
plaint; which is now-  in a 
preliminary hearing here, 
charges that Vesco master-
minded a scheme to swindle 

' '$224 million from mutual 
funds managed . by 105, 
Ltd., a Swiss-based financial 

MAURICE IL STANS 
. . denies interfering 

complex. The money, it is 
charged, was diverted to 
other companies 'controlled 
by Vesco. 


