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I 
Richardson 
Asks Trust 
From Senate 

By George Lardner Jr. 
- Washington Post Staff Writer 	- 

Elliot L.' Richardson 
told.  the Senate yesterday 
that it should reject his 
nomination as Attorney 
General unless it is will-
ing to trust him with final.  
authority over the Water-
gate investigation. 

Introduced at his .con-
firmation hearing as the 
Nixon administration's "man 
for all occasions," Richard- 
son, who is now Secretary 
of Defense, promised the 
Senate Judiciary Commit- ' 
tee to name a special Water 
gate prosecutor soon. But he 
said : he could not accept 
congressional demands that 

-he divorce himself complete-
ly from the case. 

"If I felt there was any 
basis for recusing [disquali-
fying] Myself, there • would 
be no point in my being 
here," Richardson testified. 
He said he had nordesire 
be "an Attorney General 
who will mind the store for 
all other matters" except 

AVatergate:,-  
The-..Judiciar 7  Coinmittee 

'd-..4121':amanall,to• act- - 
PS'ett,- 'Philip.  A: Hart- (1)- 

.4hat-ground-fules-ast-tblish.— 
- Mg• the special Prospcutor's 

"independence" must-  be. 
hanfinered .:out before the 

:Senate votes • 'on -Richard- 
sons -appointrrient.-Another-
hearing was set for t6day. 

Chief 
Under close questioning 

on another_issue at the . 
ternoon session, the Atior-
nev General-designate dis-
puted areport- in 

 editions of .The Wash-
- -ingt-cir'- Peat-  that=she was 

aware of a short-lived at- - 
tempt by President Nixon-to-
keep the Justice Depart-
ment from supplying in-
formation on the 1971 break-
in at the offices of Daniel 
Ellsberg's psychiatrist to the 
court in Los Angeles where 
Ellsberg is on trial. 
See RICHARDSON, A7, Col. .1 

AiDSON,-  From Al 
The Post quoted one 

source as stating that Rich- . 
' ardson reacted "as if _. he 
were struck by a thunder-
bolt" on hearing of the Pres- 

. ident's position.. -Richardson 
said that this was "not accu- 

- rate.".. - 	-- 
Choosing his words care-

fully, Richardson said, "the 
only communication with 
the President that I had on 
this subject was when he 
told me on Sunday [April 
29] that he had directed dis-
closure" about-A;Vhite House 
involvement in the burglary. 
"There, Was never any' sug- 

, gestion that came to me that 
dfsclosure not be made," he 
adaect, • 	• 	. 

Richardson acknowledged 
meeting with former' White 
House 'aide tgil, (Bud) 
Krogh Jr. the next day—at 
Krtgh's .request—to discuss 
Krogh's quandary about 
making his role in the 
break-in public. Richardson • 
said that Kroug, even then, 
"certainly had from some 

White;, Ouse source a telling 
that disclosure would be in-
consistent with the ground 
Miles in • effect". regarding 
thq secret-work of the White 
/rouse "plumbers" . whom 
Xroug supervised. 	. 

_ ___ The  Defense__ Secretary 
Said, however; that he did • 
4ot ask Krogh who that 
White House source was. 

"Could it have been Mr. 
.. Ehrlichman?" Sena Edward. 

1,11; Kennedy (D-Mass.) asked 
itn. 	. 
"It could have been Mr. 
hrlichman," Richardson 

. 4elilied. But by the time of 
.the Krogh visit, he said;  the—
President had "directed dis- 

, closure."- Richardson said, 
hewov•* flint h. ..mid rv-o-
"xategorically deny" reports 
Of. earlier attempts by Mr. 
Dixon to prevent dfs-closure:-  
i Asked by a reporter after 
lesterday's hearing whether 
anything Krogh told him 
lfad shaken him, Richardson 
said: "I don't want to char-
acterize , my reactions. I 
itasn'ti asked that [by the 

• .aenators] and. I won't , . go 
Lilt° it." -  

In his testimony the De-
fense Secretary 'said he has 
since learned.that_the Prof-

' dent decided.  that the EYis- • 
- 
 to

trial court should be - 
told of White House involve- 
ment in the burglary several' 
days after'-  - his • televised 
April 17.  address announcing 
"major deVelOPments" in 

i:"1::Lt.- e.r--_e.fiatirglite case: • - ' • - - - 

_:: ..:;• Richarclimsaid-311e ptesl- r;    „ . 
dent based that decision on 
the recommendations of -At-
torney General Richard G. 
Kleindienst, whose resigna-
tion was later announced by 
Mr. Nixon and by. Assistant' 
Attorney General Henry E. 
Petersen. Assistant-U. S. At-

. torney . _Earl_ Silbert, the 
chief prosecutor in 1 the 
Watergate 	investigation 
here, had reported in an 
April 16 memo to Petersen 
that he had just learned of 
the Ellsberg burglary, which 
was carried out by convicted 
Watergate conspirators G. 
Gordon Liddy and E. How-
ard Hunt. 

For himself, however, 
Richardson said he •"had no 
inkling" of such details 
since he was not even ap-
proached about being Attor-
ney General until Saturday, 



April 28. Before that, ne 
said of the Watergate case, 
"I had been too busy at the 
Department of Defense to 
follow this very closely in 
the newspapers." 

Richardson also suggested 
that Krogh's continuing im-
pression on April 30 that 
"national security" prohib-
ited him from making any 
disclosures was the failure,' 
somehow, of Mr. Nixon's de-
cision to make itself felt 
down the line immediately. 

"The question of what in-
dividuals had to make dis-
closures took some time to 
.get across," Richardson said. 
In. fact, he said, as late as 
Wednesday, May 2, the ques-
tion of whether the FBI 
should go about getting affi-
davits from everyone in-
volved in the burglary "was 
still an issue." 

— The rest of the hearing 
was taken up by Richard-
son's conflict with several 
Democratic senators over 
the independence to be ac-
corded the-  special prosecu-
tor. Richardson promised 
that whoever he. selects 
would be eminent, coura-
geous and full of integrity 
and he said he would not in-
sist on anyone who does- not 
meet with Senate approval. 
But even with a special 
prosecutor, he erriphasized:_ 

"MY understanding of the 
law is that the Attorney 
General must . retain ulti-

. moDes-  responsibility. for. all 

. matters under, the jurisdic-
tion of_his department. I 
would expect to do that.," 

.Sen.:Hart told Richaidson 
bluntly that he thought-
there were "both. personal' 

TIStitlltIonal 'reasons" 
Ti-disqualifying-himself  

from the watergate ease. 
Otherwise, Hart protested, 
Richardson, as an associate 
of men now under investiga-
tion and as head of a depart- 
ment that has been tainted 
in the process, could never 
hope to satisfy the public—
that justice had been done. 

"In that event, my nomi- 
nation should be rejected," 
Richardson told him. 

Hart urged him to recon-
sider. In the Watergate case, 
he said, "appearances be-
come as important as facts." 
In the event of a conflict be-
tween Richardson and the 
special prosecutor, he said, 
the public would inevitably 
regard Richardson as 'the 
administration's man" in the 
dispute. 

Richardson, who was un-
der secretary of state and 
then Secretary of Health, 
Education and Welfare un-
der Mr. Nikon before mov-
ing to the Pentagon, said he 
could be regarded in that 
light. "But in a formal 
sense," he said, "I do not 
regard myself as anyone's 
man." 

"I buy that!" Hart ex-
claimed. "But there are a 
couple of hundred of million 
people • who don't know you 
and me from Adam'ruff-ox." 

Richardson said he still ' 
could not ."abdicate all re-
sponsibility in this matter." 
He maintained that Hart's 
insistence that he leave all 
"final decisions"' on the Wa- 
tergate investigation to the 
special prosecutor would 
amount to creation of a 
separate government agency 
and might require new 
legislation. Hart disagreed, 
saying he preferred to leave 
the investigation under the 
Justice Department's , wing 
with Richardson retaining 
the right to fire the prosecu-
tor if he should "go off the 
deep end." 

Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-
N.C.) was similarly unsuc-
cessful in pressing, Richard-
son to give his Senate Wa-
tergate investigating com-
mittee a free hand in grant-
ing immunity to witnesses 
whose testimony the Ervin 
committee deems vital. 

Richardson said it might 
prove nearly impossible to 
prosecute Senate-immunized 
witnesses successfully, even 
on evidence completely in-
dependent from their testi-
mony. Defense -lawyers, he 
said, would be sure to argue 
that any indictments of such 
witnesses were "tainted" by 
what-they told Congress:— 
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Committee chairman James 0. Eastland (0-Miss.), left, and. General•designate Elliot L. Richardson as he arrives for 
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), center, greet Attorney confirmation hearings before Senate Judiciary Committee. 


