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Richardson Says Final Decision in Watergate Study Must be His
No Dean lvidence on Nixon is Seen

LStory on Dean, by Seymour
Hersh, pasted separately. |

NOMINEE ON STAND
—MAY--6-1973
Position Is Challenged
by Some Members
of Senate. Panel
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By: DAVID E. ROSENBAUM

Special to The New York Times' .

WASHINGTON, May 9 —
Elliot L. Richardson told the
Senate Judiciary Committee to-
day that, if he became Attorney
General, he would maintain
“ultimate responsibility” for
the Watergate investigation
and prosecution.

On the first day of the com-
mittee’s hearings into his con-
firmation for the position, Mr.
Richardson said that he would
delegate considerable authority
to a special prosecutor and that
he had begun an extensive
search for one.

But Mr. Richardson declared
‘time and again that the final
decisions would be his own,

Panel Members React

That position was challenged
by some members of the com-
mittee, and there were indica-
tions that Mr. Richardson’s
confirmation might be in doubt.

Mr. Richardson said that if
the Senators did not trust him
to act properly they should not
vote to confirm him. ,

Senator Philip A. Hart, Dem-
ocrat of Michigan, declared that
he had no reservations about
Mr. Richardson’s integrity, But
he told Mr. Richardsoen:

portant as fact. And appearance
demands that the. investigation
be insulated as much as -pos-
sible from any hint of cover-up
through control by the Republi-
can Administration.”
Cabinet Jobs Held

Mr, Richardson, who .was
nominated last week to be At-
torney General, has served in
the Nixon Administration since
its inception. He has been Un-
der Secretary of State and Sec-
retary of Health, Education aid
Welfare and is now Secretary
of Defense.

Mr. Richardson said that he

person to be the special pros-
ecutor; but he argued that as
Attorney General he would have

{to bear the final responsibility.

“If I were sufficiently iden-
tified in anyway with this sit-
uaton or wth individuals al-

lleged or suspected to be n-

volved so that'I was not in a
position to accept ultimate re-
sponsibility, then it would serve
little purpose for me to accept
the ' position of Attorney Gen-.
eral, at all,” Mr. Richardson
stated.

ﬁe continued: “I must ulti-

'mately be answerable for what
‘the Department of Justice does,

including what the special pros-
ecutor does.”

“Suppose,” Senator Hart re-
sponded, “you see it differently
fror‘p the special prosecutor on
some aspect of the Watergate.
In that case, how do you think
the public will see it? Who's
tehe Administration’s man, and
who's their man?” ‘

Hart Poses Question

“I could not expect in a mat- .
ter of judgment to interpose -
my own judgment,” Mr. Rich-

Continued on Page 38, Column 1

“Appearance becomes as im-

would select an outstanding

ardson replied. Then he went
on: “I would be regarded as
the Administration’s man. But
in a fundamental sense, I am
not anyone else’s man.”
Senator Hart, who has a rep-
utation for being a gentle ques-
tioner, remiarked again that he
had no doubt about Mr. Rich-
ardson’s integrity but added:
“There are a couple of hun-
dred million people in this
country who don’t know you

tor Enm ﬁemarl\ed “I don’t
— believe tha‘t’ would mean inde-
or me from Adam.” pendepce o ) )
Mr. Richardson kept repeat-|. ‘The committee’s hearings will
; el A pects of h TFesume tomorrow morning.
mng U1f}t‘t e prospects of NiSHh Ty question of an outside
overruling his special prosecu-iprosecutor has occupied Con-
tor were “very remote,” and gres§’s atten_ti()n ever since
he agreed that the prosecutor|President Nixon announced

would be able to select his own|APril 30 that Mr. Richardson
staff. would have authority to appoint

: o one if he saw fit.
Two Have Reservations Several resolutions have been
But Senators Hart and Sam

) drafted in the House and the
J. Ervin Jr., Democrat of North|Senate that would guarantee
Carolina, maintained reserva-|the prosecutor freedom to grant
tions  and implied that they

immunity, to issue subpoenas
would not vote for confirma-jand to make indictments with-
tion ‘until Mr. Richardson|out clearing these actions with
agreed to give the prosecutorithe Attorney General.
complete-independence.

e~ind ) On a related matter, Mr.
At one peint, after Mr. Rich-|Richardson told the committee
ardson had said that he would

that Egil Krogh Jr., who re-
make the final ruling on

] signed today as Under Secre-
whether to grant witnesses im-

; 1 tary of Transportation, visited
munity from prosecution, Sena-|him May 1 and asked his ad-

vice about whether fortell the:
court: inthe .[Pentagoh gpapers!
trial in Los Angeles what he|
knew about the burglaryif the;
offices of Dr. Daniel Ell Sberg s!
psychiatrist.

Mr. Richardson said that he
had declined to give Mr.«Krogh
personal advice but that he
had “made the point” that it
would be “in the publiciinter-
est” for Mr. Krogh to do:so.

On Monday, Mr. Krogh-filed
an affidavit with the :court,;
stating that he bore responsi-
bility for the break-in."Mr.
Krogh is a former assistant to
John D. Ehrlichman, formerly
President Nixon’s chief dOmes-
tic .adviser.

Mr. Richardson said that he
had played no part in ufging,
President Nixon to makeside-
tails of teh burglary andfother
related incidents available™ tc
the court.
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Senators Jélhes 0. Eastland and Edward M. Kennedy with Elliot L. Richardson, right,

as hearrived for a hearing yesterday on his nomination to be Attorney General.



