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Nixon's Fight Talk to GOP
-- A Promise on Watergate
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President Nixon told
Republican campaign
- contributers last night he
will .get to the hottom of
the Watergate scandal
andrnot let it keep ‘him
from making “the next
four years better than the

last four years.” o
Mr. - Nixon addressed a
$1000-a-plate fund- -raising

dinner for the 1974; {eon-
gressional campaign;-Rlgn-

ners said the turnout Was:
far below what had oeen'

expected.
“I had bheen heannd that

this would be less than an en- .

thusiastic dinner tonight,”
Mr. (Nixon said. “And. you
have. proved that perhaps
the critics were wrong.* 2

“I didn’t get where T am

by ducking tough i issues,”” he -

told the cheering crowd

AWARE

Mr. Nixon said he isikeen.
ly aware of concern among
Republicans and the: pubhc
in general about the N ater-
gate . developmentb but
pledged he is meeting the is-
sue ‘head-on.

“I'‘ean assure you th1t we
will get to the bottom of this
deplorable incident,” the
President said.

But, in an oblique refer-
ence to increasing publicity
over the White House scan-
dal, Mr. Nixon said the issue
should be resolved in the
courts.

“An individual —even a
Government official—-is in-
nocent until he is proven
guﬂty,” Mr. Nixon Sqld

MANDATF

He said he won-a clear
mandate in last year’s lan-
dslide election and intends
to:follow it up regardless of
the Watercrate case,

“We are not going to atlow
this deplorable mmdént to
deter or detract us ‘from
going ahead and ’ach.tevmg

%.See Back Page.

Than Expected

From Page 1

the ﬁgreat goals the" *owﬁ' ;

whehmng number of Ameri-
cans elected us to achieve in
1972, Mr. Nixon said.

The President saidéithe
electorate had “a clear
choice” in the 1972 presiden-
tial election against Demo-
crat George McGovern and
that the same distinctions on
domestic and international
issues still exist.

“We will respond to go
forward now and achieve
it,” he said. “I can assure
you that we will do that.
We're going to make the
next four years better than
the last four years.”

SOVIETS

The President mentioned
plans for a mnew Soviet-
Anmerican summit later this
year and said he would con-
tinue “building a more
peaceful world.” ;

Officially the crowd at the
dinner was estimated at
about 1000 paying' guests,
which would mean a $1 mil-
lion ‘gross at $1600 a plate.
But congressional campaign

. committee sources said pri-
- vately the: gross'may be

closer to $750,003. The nor-
mal take for thesa .off-
election-year ~ Republican
galas has been about $1.4
million.

Mr. Nixon toid the crowd
that “I have had as vou
know political ups and
downs during my 27 yearsin
politics . . . I have known
times when I wondered if I
had any friends.”

WINNERS

Then he added:

“I don’t stand here tomght
a loser. We stand hers to-
night as winners and we are
going to win again together.”
er.”

“I shall always remember
this group tonight—
remember that whea the
going got tough y you hung in
there,” Mr. leon said.

“The finest steel has to go
through the hotte;a fire, the
President said. AncLlet me
tell you, this room is full of
the finest steel tonight

With that, Mr. Nixon
thanked the crowd and Jeft
the banquet room. Thére
was ‘applause but few cheers
or whistles and the time was
only a quarter as long as the
initial applause welcommg
Mr. Nixon.
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President Nixon reacted to applause
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AP Wirephoto
at $1000-a-plate Republican fund-raising dinner in Washington



