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Immunity Up to Richardson 
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Prosecutor Sought 
By John P. MacKenzie 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Attorney General-designate Elliot L. 
Richardson has turned to leaders of the 
American Bar Association for help in 
choosing his special Watergate prosecutor. 

Three prominent bar leaders acgnowl-
edged yesterday that persons authorized 
to speak for Richardson had sounded 
them out for candidates capable of re-
storing "full public confidence" in the 
probe of Watergate and related scandals. 

Past ABA president Whitney North 
Seymour Sr.—the only one who would 
permit his name to be used—said in 
New York that he had been consulted 
and had recommended individuals but 
he declined to identify, them. He em-
phasized that he was only one of dozens 
of lawyers whose help had been sought. 

The extent of the search indicates that 
Richardson will not have a choice ready 
when he goes before the Senate Judici-
ary Committee today for his own con-
firmation hearings as Attorney General. 
He is expected to tell the senators the 
search may continue for several 'more 
days. 

Many of the committee members have 
expressed concern over any further delay 
in an "independent". investigation They 
are expected to question Rich Son 
closely on the selection proce 	e is 
using and his precise plans for the 
operation of the special probe. 
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on an isolated charged of 
publishing fraudulent cam- 
paign literature. The indict-
ment could preclude his 
testimony in other, broader 
investigations of political 
espiOnage. 

The fear is that additldnal 
uncoordinated actions Could 
impede the inquiry before 
the special prosecutor is 
even chosen. 

In other Developments; 
• .1VIajority Leader Mike 

Mansfield (D-Mont.) gave 
tentative support ,to a pro-
poa44to delay Richardson's 
confiOlation — though not 
necessarily his approval * 
the Judiciary committee — 
unfil the prosecutor:  is 
named. A similar course of 
action was sug!gestedn•Mon 
day by majority whip 'Rob-
ert C. Byrd (D-W.Va.)? 

• Sen. Adlai E. Stevenson 
III (D-Ill.). expressing strong  

doubts that . Richardson s 
pi secutor IVOtild be suffi-
ciently independent' of, the 
Nixon administration, of-
fered a new sense-of-the-Sen-
ate resolution calling for 
guaranteed adequate staff-
ing and funding for the 
special office with final au-
thority over the granting of 
prosecution dectsons. 
immunity anitp  ther key 

• 13he AFL-CIO executive 
council, questioning the ad-
ministra,tipn's ability to in-
vestigqi,   itself adequately, 
called for a probe by "an 
outside commission made up 
of ciffiens orho are of un-
questioned stature." 

One of the .American Bar 
ASsociation leaders reached 
yesterday acknowledged that 
in addition to seeking advice 
on potential candidates, a 
Richardson representative 
had inquired about his per-
sonal interest in taking on 
the assignment. This lawyer, 
who declined to be identi-
fied, said he had expressed 
"great reluctance" at the 
prospect of devoting at least 
a year to the task. 

The attorney said he was 
contacted last Thursday and 
then again on Monday, the 
day Richardson made his 
public announcement that he 
would choose a special pros-
ecutor. The attorney said he 
suggested as possible can-
didates 19 lawyers from a 
dozen states. 

Several new names were 
advanced. -Common v.. Cause, 
the citizen-lobby, suggested 
three: 

Barnabas F. Sears, the 
Chicago lawyer who led a 
special grand jury investiga7  
tion of the 1969 police shoot-
ings of two Black Panther 
leaders, and two other men 
who had been previously 
mentioned as possibilities, 
Herbert Stern, U.S. attorney 
for New Jersey, and Whitney 
North Seymour Jr., the out-
going U.S. attormy in Man- 
hattan and son 	the for- 
mer ABA president. 

Another bar official said 
he had privately advanced 
the names of former deputy 
defense secretary and peace 
negotiator Cyrtis R.. Vance; 
former Deputy Attorney, 
General Warren Christopher; • 
New York State bar chair-
man Robert McCrate, who 
is counsel to Gov. Nelson 
A. Rockefeller; former U.S. 
attorney Robert .Morgen-
thau;v_ Edward Ltevi of the 
University of Chicago, and 
two " New York Federal 

judges, Walter Mansfield and 
Harold R. Tyler Jr. 

This official said that the 
focus of the search had 
shifted from the East to the 
Midwest—apparently in part 
because Richardson himself 
is a former Massachusetts 
lieutenant governor and at-
torney gneral identified with 
the East. 

Watergate, whose widen-
ing scandals implicating for-
mer high administration of-
ficials prompted Attorney 
General Richard G. Klein- 
dienst 	first to disqualify 
himself from the case and 
then to resign, will dom-
inate the Richardson hear-
ings, but committee mem-
bers want to question him 
on other subjects as well. 

Executive privilege, wire-
tapping, the future role of 
the FBI, and civil rights 
are only a few of the topics 
senators will explore if time 
permits. 


