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A, Special 
Watergate 
Prosecutor 

Examiner News Services 

WASHINGTON — Elliot L. 
Richardson pledged today to 
name a special outside Wat-
ergate prosecutor and the 
White House issued a sweep-
ing denial of any presiden-
tial involvement in the scan-
dal or coverup. 
Richardson said he'll 

make the appointment once 
he is confirmed as attorney 
general. He said he has not 
yet found the right person to 
head the probe. 

In Key Biscayne, Fla., 
where President Nixon is 
winding up a long weekend, 
Deputy Pr es s Secretary 
Gerald L. Warren said: 

"Any suggestion that the 
President was aware of the 
Watergate operation is un-
true. Any suggestion that 
the President participated in 
any cover-up activities is un-
true." 

. 	Dean Reports 
The statement came in the 

wake of reports in Time and 
Newsweek magazines: that 
ousted White House counsel 
John W. Dean III is pre-
pared to testify that Nixon 
personally 	congratulated 
him last September for cov-
ering up administration in-
volvement in Watergate. 

The denial referred specif-
ically to the Newsweek ac-
count. 

Acknowledging worries 
over how the Watergate in-
vestigation would be pur-
sued, Richardson said, "Aft-
er much careful thought 
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bout how best.to respond to 
hese: concerns, 'I have de- 
cided that ' I will, if 

, 	
con- 

firmed appoint a special , 
prosecutor and give all the 

dependence, authority, 
and staff support needed to 
arrT out tasks entrusted to 
im.1; 

1-  'Report Direct' 
With special emphasis, 
icharclson said the spe-

cial Proseiutor would report 
only to him as Attorney Gen-
eral:: This seemed to imply 
that PPresident Nixon would 
haver no direct hand in the 
investigation. 

Riciliardson, currently the 
ecretary of Defense, was 

chosen by Nixon last. Mon-
day to become the new At-
torney General and take per-
sonaL responsibility for the 
Watergate investigation. 

"I would welcome, in ad-
dition, an expression by the 
Senate as a whole of its con-
fidenee in him," Richardson 
said. 7 

In another development, a 
Senate committee investi-
gatin ' :Watergate obtained a j 
tour order for public testi-
mon by a Watergate princi-
pal- !' 

' g 'Hunt Immunity 
Federal Judge John J. Sir-

ica, *,,ho presided at the Jan, 
uary!ftrial of seven original 
defendants 	i n 	the 
burglary-bugging of Demo-
cratic: National Headquar-
ters,,disclosed issuance of a 
grant 'of immunity for testi-
mony at the Senate hearings 
by .g. Howard Hunt. 

Himt, a former White 
House consultant who plead-
ed guilty to all charges, pre-
viously testified before a 
grand jury investigating the 
plot after Sirica issued an 
order exempting him from 
further prosecution. 

A court spokesman said 
separate grants of immunity 
are necessary for testimony 
before different bodies. 

Senate sources said that 
the Senate' committee also 
had asked for immunity or-
ders 0 compel testimony by 
Jeb iS. Magruder, another 
White: House aide; G. Gor-
don Itildy, convicted Water-
gate conspirator, and four-
other men  who plead&  

guilty as participants in the 
plot. 

Senate 'feeders ?VI !kV 
Mansfield (D-Mon,t.) a n d 
Hugh Scott (R-Pa.) wel-
comed Richardson's a n-
nouncement. Mansfield, in 
response to some calls for 
Senate action on the prose-
cutor before Richardson's 
nomination, said confirming 
Richardson first would "add 
more weight when he selects 
the prosecutor. • 

Time and Newsweek 
g a v e slightly different 
accounts, but both said Nix-
o n 's ' purported remarks 
came in a meeting among 
the President, Dean and an-
other top White House aide. 

Newsweek quoted Dean as 
saying Nixon was in the 
Oval Office with Dean and 
White House chief of staff H. 
R. "Bob" Haldeman when 
the President said: "Good 
job, John. Bob told me what 
a great job you've been 
doing." 

Time's version said Nixon, 
Dean and the President's 
domestic-affairs advise r, 
John D. Ehrlichman, were 
present and that Nixon said: 
"John here tells me you've 
been doing fine work. " 

Wants Immunity 
Neither magazine, in an-

nouncing the stories would 
be forthioming, identified its 
source. 

However, one legal source 
who has been close to the 
Watergate case said t h e 
"tidbits" Dean reportedly 
gave government investigat-
ors were used as bait in an 
effort to win the 34 year old 
lawyer immunity from pros-
ecution. 

Dean has told them he has 
other evidence, including 
White House documents, to 
substantiate his claims, the 
source said. 

The source said the gov-
ernment has refused t o 
grant Dean immunity in 
exchange for his testimony. 

Fired by Nixon 
Another observer said 

bean, fired by Nixon a week 
ago, still may waive h i s 
right to the constitutional 
protection against s e 1 f-
incrimation even f he 
fails 'to win immunity. 

"If he goes before the  
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(Senate Watergate) commit-
tee and creates a tremen-

'dolts s6risation by inVie at-
ing everybody in the White 
House on national televi-
sion," the 1 a wy er said, 
"he'll be able to claim he 
could never get a fair trial 
because of all the pre-trial 
publicity." 

In other weekend develop-
ments in the Watergate 
scandal: 

• Sen. Edward J. Gurney 
(R-Fla.) said that, as re-
sult of Watergate "We have 
a governmental crisis at 
hand." The presidency, he 
said, is "sort of adrift, like a 
ship with-its sails torn by a 
storm and without a rud-
der." 

Gurney, a member of the 
Senate Judiciary and Water-
gate committees, and Sen. 
John V. Tunney (D-Calif.) 
were interviewed on the CBS 
broadcast "Face the Na-
tion." 

Tunney, *also a member of 
t h e Judiciary Cornmittee, 
said Gen. Alexandez M. Haig 
Jr. "has got to resign as 
vice chief of staff"-of the 
Army following his appoint-
ment last week as White 
House chief of staff' to re-
place Haldeman. 

`Conflict of Interest' 
"I can't imagine a situa-

tion where there is a greater 
conflict of interest," Tunney_ 
said, "than a man who has a 
mission-oriented job working 
for the Department, of the 
Army and now is going to be 
sitting as chief of staff of the 
White House, where he is 
the filter for ideas and peo-
ple and papers that reach 
the President." 

• S e n. 	Robert Dole 
(R-Kan.), former GOP na-
tional chairman, said on 
ABC's "Issues and A n-
swers" that the President's 
credibility has bed' dam-
aged by Watergate: ' 

• Sen. George Mc Go v-
ern (D-S.D.), speaking yes-
terday at the State Universi-

' ty College in New Palitz, 
N.Y., said, "We ought to 
take very serious action if it 
turns out the President is 
implicated in this." But he 
said it was too early to con-
sider..imp eaclent proceed-
ings. 


