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U.S."Aide Denies <
Segretti Delay

JACKSONVILLE (Fla.) —
(UPI) — U.S. attorney John
Briggs denied yesterday
that he had stalled proceed-
ings against California law-
ver Donald H. Segretti, in-
dicted for allegedly distri-
buting a phony campaign
letter accusing Senators
Henry Jackson and Hubert
Humphrey of sexual miscon-
duct.

Jackson blasted Briggs'
handling of the case just
bours after a federal grand
jury in Orlando returned the
indictment against Segretti
and Tampa accountant
George A. Hearing. It ac-
cused them of conspiring to
write and circulate the ho-
gusiletter on Sen. Edmund
Muskie’s campaign station-

| eryduring the Florida

Democratic primary in
March of 1972.

Jackson called Briggs’
“delay” in bringing the in-
dictments “reprehensible”
and said “he did nothing
about this until the full
bloom of Watergate has
reached the point where
they all were running for
cover ., . .”

Committee Agrees

Jackson said the Senate
committee probing the Wa-
tergate scandal had agreed
Friday to look into Briggs’
handling of the case against
Segretti and Hearing.

Briggs, however, ‘“‘abso-
lutely and unequivocally”

. denied Jackson’s charges of
stalling theinvestigation.

But he did link the jndict-

.| ments with the time sequence

of the expanding gevelop-
ments in the Watergate case.
“1 dom't think it’s any se-
cret that the Department of
Justice funnels information
irom one federal distriet to
another as it is obtained,”
Briggs said. “I also think it is
public knowledge that the
major breakthroughs in this
matter came in the last few
months.” f
More Indictments? -
Briggs hinted the grand
jury in Orlando might retirn
mere  indictments in ‘the
case of the phony campaign
letter, probably within two
weeks.
Segretti; “a 3l-year-old. at-’
torney” “who, according”#o
former acting FBI Director
L. Patrick Gray, was paid at
least $30,000 from President
Nixon’s re election campaign
funds, surrendered in Los
Angeles Friday )night ahd
Hearing surrer}dered in
Tampa. Both were released
on bond. € rMay
Briggs blamed part of the
delay on the “laborious pko-
cess” of establishing
grounds and obtaining the
authority to grant immunity
to one of the witnesses who
appeared before the federal
grand jury in Orlando.
Although Briggs declined
to name the witness given
immunity, it was reported to
be Robert Milton Benz, the
former -head of the Tampa
Young Republicans. Beng,
25, was not indicted by tie
grand jury but was namied
as a ‘‘co-conspirator.”



