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Donald H. Segretti, an al-
leged undercover agent in 
Prefident Nixon's re-election 
cawaign, was indicted by a 
federal grare jury in !Or-
lando, Fig., yesterdaybkmid 
charges by a Demkgratic 
senator that federal 4nves-
tigators delayed and "-mis-
handled the investigation 
that led to theNindictnynt. 

In a two-count indictrnent, 
Segretti and George A. 
Hearing of Tampa, Fla., 
were charged with fallficat-
ing and distributing al'Atter 
designed to damage three 
Democratic Candidate* in 
the 4972 presidential prindary 
in Florida. 

The letter, distriblited 
three days before the March 
14 primary, was written on 
the stationery of the "Citi-
z,ens for Muskie Commit-
tee,"- a campaign organize-

, ton 'Afar Sen.' Etdnaund S. 
Muskie (D-Maine). The un-
signed letter accused Sens. 
Henry M. Jackson (D-Wash.)'  
and Hubert H. Humphrey 
(D-Minn.), two of Muskie's 
primary opponents, of 'sex-
ual misconduct. 

On Capitol Hill yesterday, 
Jackson, calling the investi-
gation into the source of the 
letter "reprehensible,". ;said 
Sen. Sara J. Ervin ((D-N.C.), 
chairman of the Senate 
lect committee investigating 
the, Watergatecase,, -had 
agreed also to probe the way' 
the Florida investigation 
was handled. 

Jackson charged that John 
L. Briggs, the U.S. Attorney 
in central Florida, refused 
to investigate the source of 
the letter until last October, 
when The Washington Post 
and other newspapers re-
ported that Segretti was in-
volved in a massive cam-
paign of political espionage 
and sabotage designed to 
disrupt-  the primary cam- 
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paigns of Democratic presi-
dential hopefuls. 

"I think the delay was so 
serious and the conduct so 
improper it warrants an in-
vestigation by the Ervin 
committee to determine if 
there was willful miscon-
duct," Jackson, said. ""I'd 
like to know if there, was 
some direction by higher 
authorities." 

Ervin's office said he 
would have no comment on 
Jackson's statement. 

Segretti, 31, a California 

lawyer, has been subpoenaed 
to testify under oath before 
the committee about al-
leged political espionage 
and sabotage activities. 
However, Ervin said in an 
interview last month that 
he Auld be reluctant to 
subpoena any person under 
indictment in connection 
with the Watergate case be-
cause:'the witness undoubt-
edly 'would plead the Fifth 
Amendment against self 
incrimination. 

Jackson, chairman of the 
Senate Permanent Subcom-
mittee on Investigations, 
said last night that the in-
dictment will prevent Erin's 
committee;from taking testi-
morty from Segretti. 

4`It blocks him, there's no 
question about if," Jackson 
said, 'We've had all kinds of 
cases- and court • decisions 
that a person under indict-
ment has a right to refuse to 
testify ori. the 'grounds his 
ttialishould be in the court- ,  
room .-. I think that would 
also apply to questions about 
similar activities in states 
othei- than Florida.' 

Jackson yesterday alto re-
leased a copy of a 'letter 
written by U.S. Attorney 
Briggs last March 5 in which 

• Briggs indicated that federal 
investigators were closing 

•4  their investigation into the 
source of the letter. 

"... We have been unable 
to-establish the identities of 
the' persons or organizations 
reponsible for the publica-
tions and distribution of this 
material," Briggs wrote to 
Jackson. 

Briggs wrote that the in-
vestigation received "my 
personal attention and 'jam 
convinced that all fogical 
leads have been pursued." 

"This does not mean that 
our interest is ended or that 
the matter is completely 
closed," Briggs said in the 
letter. "If your office, the 
Senate committee, or as a 
matter of fact,-  anyone, re-
ceives any additional leads, 
the investigation will be im-
mediately reopened." 

Jackson said he questioned 
why Briggs did not investi-
gate the letter until seven 
months after it had been 
given -,his office, and why, 
after. apparently closing the 
case, Briggs suddenly 'dis-
covered new evidence" after 
the Watergate case had 
"heated up" again. 

Two weeks after Briggs 
wrote t 
Pres 
there were 	a y deve p- 
ments in the Watergate case.  

Since tlien, there has been a 
se 	of ''sensational dis- 
clo es involving White 
Hous'e involvement in the 
Watergate bugging, politica1 
espionage and sabatoge and 
alleged attempts to cover-
up the case. 
E pt for the seven 

con ecl Watergate con-
spir. s, Segretti and Hear- 
ing 	the first persons to 
be i 'cted in connection 
with 'the Watergate scandal. 

Last October. The Wash-
ington, Post reported that 
Segret* was one of more 
than 5p undercover agents 
who operated in the Nixon 
re-election campaign and 
that one of his "contacts" 
in Washington was Dwight 
L. Chapin, President Nixon'S 
former appointments sec-
retary. The Post reported 
that in a sworn statement, 
Lawrence Young, a Cali-
fornia lawyer, had said that 
Segretti told him "Dwight 
Chapin was a person I re-
ported to in Washington." 

In' subsequent stories, 
The Post reported that,-§e-
gretW had been paid mare 
than. $30,000. from a• seeFt 
campaign fund by' Herhert 
W. Kalmbach, the Presi-
dent's personal attorney.`„ 

In addition to Segretti 
and Hearing; the Florida- in-
dictment named' Robert ~M. „ 
Benz; 25, of Odessa, Fla., as 
an unindicted coconspirator 
in the letter fabrication. 
Justice Department officialsr 
refused to say whether 
Benz was granted immunity 
from prosection in return 
for testifying against Segret-' 
ti and Hearing. 

The indictment alleges that 
in December, 1911, Segretti 
and Benz met at a Tampa 
motel restaurant and dis-
cussed disrupting the cam-
paigns of Jackson and 
Muskie, and that Segretti 
paid ,?.,Benz ,410,  to conduct 
disruption, aelivities. 

About Feb. 240, 1972, the 
indictment alleges, Segretti 
mailed' to Benz a supply, of 
"Citizens for Muskie" lita-

tionery and the proposed Con-
tents of the bogus letter 
Benz then turd the statfion-, ery and proposed contents 
over ,to Hearing for printing 
and distribution of the 
phony letter, the indictment 
says. It could not be learned 
how .many of the letters 
were _mailed. 

Be 	is a former presi- 
dent 17ot the Tampa Young 
Republicans and wits the 
campaign manager din 1972 
for an unsuccessful Republi-
can candidate for the Flori- 
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da :state legislature. Justice 
Department officials said 
they 'know little about bear-
inglexcept that he is, be-
lievs to be a friend of Benz. 

Segretti and Hearing face 
maximum sentences of one 
year's imprisonment and a 
$1,000 fine on each of the 
two counts in the indict-
ment. 

The Florida primary, Was 
won,  by Alabama Gov. 
George C. Wallace, who had 
42 per cent of the 'vote. 
Humphrey finished a poor 
second, with 18 per cent of 
the -vote, while Jackson was 
this  -and Muskie fourth in 
th 	-candidate field. '  

M*Icie entered the Flori-
da ltimary as the leading 
contbder for the Demo-
cratic presidential nomina-
tion despite .a disappointing 
showing earlier in the New 
Hampshire primary. Muskie 
received only, 9 per cent of 
the Florida vote, a showing 
that <ieverely damaged his 
presidential aspiration& 

According to investigators 
in ther Watergate case, the 
primary objective of politi-
cal sabotage activities con-
ducted against Democratic 
nominees was to help the 
candidacy of Sen. George S. 
McGovern (D-S.D.), the even-
tual nominee who was con-
sidered the weakest-oppon-
ent for President Nixon. Mc-
Govern finished sixth in the 
primary. 
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