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By CHARLOTTE CURTIS 
Mrs. Richard M. Nixon's 

press secretary denied yester-
day Mrs. John N. Mitchell's 
testimony that "lies" and ru-
mors galore" about her had 
been leaked by the White 
House to the press after the 
Watergate bugging came to 
light last June or that Mrs. 
Nixon had ever said that Mrs. 
Mitchell was "very, very ill." 

"The Mitchells and the Nix-
ons have been good friends for 
years," said Helen Smith, the 
press secretary. "Mrs. Nixon 
is fond of Mrs. Mitchell. She 
understands and is in complete 
sympathy with Mrs. Mitchell." 

The denials grew out of Mrs. 
Martha Mitchell's testimony in 
the $6.4 -million civil suit 
brought by Democrats against 
officials of the Committee for 
the Re-eection of the President. 
In the deposition, made public 
yesterday, Mrs. Mitchell said: 

"I have been at the mercy of 
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the White House for four years,' 
who (sic) have treated me 
abominably, half-cruicified me, 
have sent lies out through the 
press and, as you gentlemen 
well know, have started rumors 
galore about me." 

She said, too, that leaks 
came from "Lucy Winchester 
[Mrs. Nixon's social secretary], 
even down to Mrs. Nixon, who 
had a press conference and said 
that she understood that Mrs. 
Mitchel was vary, very ill." was that it leaked." According to Mrs. Smith, no cOn Democrats at the Wa-
no such press conference was tergate—"I didn't even know 
held. If it had been, she added, 
such remarks would have been 
published and therefore easily 
traceable. 

Lawyer Comments 

Henry B. Rothblatt, lawyer 
for James W. McCord Jr., a 
convicted Watergate conspira-
tor, said after Mrs. Mitchell 
testified that her rambling 73-
page deposition was "interest-
ing" but "not very helpful to 
the case." 

But the testimony does sug-
gest that Mrs. Mitchell knew 
there was more to the Water-
gate scandal after the bugging 
was discovered, that she was 
"shut up" in California to keep 
her from telling what she knew, 
as she has claimed, and that 
she may still know more than 
she has revealed. 

When Bernard Fen.sterwald 
Jr., also McCord's attorney, 
asked her whether she had com-
plained to her husband about 
"orders" for her rough treat-
ment in California or asked and 
received any explanation from 
him, Plato Cacheris, her coun-
sel, said, "That is privileged." 

In recent conversations, how-
ever, Mrs. Mitchell, in response 
to questions, said, "If my hus-
band agreed to that [anything 
to do with the California epi-
sode], it was under pressure." 

Operates on 'Intuition' 
In the deposition, Mrs. Mitch-

ell repeated that she knew 
nothing about Watergate and 
said she "had no access" to 
any type of material. 

"I operate on women's intui-
tion, and perhaps my intuition 
has been the big thing that has 
gone along with me so long  

that I realized that there were 
things that wern't proper, that 
were going on, but I could not 

Following are other high-
lights of the deposition: 

cOn Watergate—"If I had 
any personal knowledge of the 
Watergate, gentlemen, I would 
have done something about it 
a long time ago. As I stated, 
not very long ago, the only 
thing I knew about Watergate 

the Democrats were over 
there. And I have since found 
out htat the Democrats had a 
very, very small office in the 
Watergate. Had I known they 
were there I probably would 
have gone over and called on 
them." 

cOn her awn files—"My 
files are still all in storage. I 
don't have anything in them. 
You're all welcome to go 
through them. You will enjoy 
my mail." 

410n answering mail—"I have 
done three-quarters of the Hill's 
mail. There is not a Senator or 
Congressman on the Hil I 
haven't done most of his work 
for him, believe me." 

90n McCord—"... I told the 
F.B.I. that I would apprreciate 
if they would check this gentle-
man out because I didn't like 
the looks in his eyes." 

gOn McCord's arrangement 
for bodyguards for her — "He 
hired three or four, of whom I 
was not sure whether it was the 
little Katzenjammer kids at the 
White House that were causing 
me all the trouble or whether it 
was Mr. McCord himself him-
self that had decided they were 
going to ascend on me these 
horrible creatures." 

410n Alfred C. Baldwin, who 
served as Mrs. Mitchell's body-
guard before joining those who 
bugged Democratic headquart-
ers at Watergate—"Al Baldwin 
is probably the most gauche 
character I have ever met in 
my whole life. . . . Mr. Baldwin 
proceeded to take of his shoes 
and socks and walk around in 
front of everybody in New York 
City barefoot. Not only that, 
but Mr. Baldwin had the dis- 

position of trying to get himself 
into every conversation. He 
made no bones about telling me 
that he was a Democrat, that 
he had Democratic friends." 

410n where she was when she 
heard, about the break-in at De-
mocratic headquarters—"I was 
in bed reading the paper.. . 
That was on a Monday morn-
ing, at 10 o'clock Monday morn-
ing ... "It came as a very dras-
tic surprise to me." 

(10n her treatment by the 
Re-election committee . . . "I 
wasn't even on the rostrum at 
the re-election committee. They 
did'nt even give me that honor. 
They didn't even put my name 
on this." 

flOn being accused of using 
Government cars—"Well, any-
body in their right mind—Mrs. 
Ramsey Clark, as a matter of 
fact, when she briefed me at 
the State Department before I 
took over in her little place, 
said, 'Now, Martha, you've got 
a car to use officially, unof-
ficial times, and you've got a 
secretary' ..... So I told the 
committee, I said, 'All right, 
I'm getting out of the Justice 
Department I don't want any 
part of Justice. They can keep 
their darned old cars.' I'm not 
going to be crucified for some-
thing that I have a perfect 
legal right to do, and yet, 
they're crucifying me for it." 
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