%regreﬁi Ev.idencé-Neﬁ;; Offzczals Sayl

By JOHN M. CREWDSON
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, May 4—Eyv-
idence linking Donald H. Se-
gretti to a bogus campaign
flyer distributed during last
year’s Florida primary election
was obtained only a-few weeks
ago, nearly a year after the
young California lawyer first
came to the attention of the|
Justice Department, officials
there said today.
Federal investigators first
became aware of Mr .Segretti
shortly aftert the Watergate
“break-in last June 17, through
a number of long-distance calls
placed to his telephone from
the home and office of E. How-
" ard Hunt Jr.,, one of five men
who pleaded guilty in January
" to tapping Democratic party
- telephones at the Watergate.
Mr. Segretti, whose friends g
" have said he headed a political Assoclated Press
sabotage operation for the Re- Henry C. Petersen
publicans, was interviewed
" three times in late June, 1972,
> by agents of the Federal Bu-
" reau of Investigation(,i and ap-
~ peared before a_grand jury if-\we need not go into the area of
vestigating the Watergate ‘case |y Segrettig B
*in August. - . tion.”
But Henry E. Petersen, who : .
- heads the %stice Department’s Policy on Voting Laws
‘crimirial division, concluded on| Mr. Gray added that, after the
the basis of interviews and Mr.Justice Department’s decision to
Segretti’s grand jury appear-|de-emphasize its investigation
~ance . that his activities as ajof the Segretti operation, the
" “political saboteur” were prob-|F.B.I. was powerless to pursue
ably legal and did not merit a/him on its own “because that
" full-scale investigation. involved the possibility of elec-
" Recruiting Job Cited tion laws violation, and there is

“on the basis of the information
available” Jast summer, “the
conclusion was reached that

Relatively little is known o|partment for that.”

Mr. Segrettl’s undercover activ= «pgitica] espionage and stuff
ities, for which he received|iike that's not a crime,” a Jus-

more than $30,000 in Republi-itice Department official today|:

can campaign funds from Her-lin explaining the decision.
bert W. Kalmbach, who untili s, o Cer ooy added that,
this week was President Nix- although the department had
on’s personal lawyer. ... |been aware of the Florida letter
However, a number of indi-|since last year, and had sus-
viduals have said that Mr. Se-\pected thatf it ‘might have in
gretti, a college classmate of some way involved Mr. Segretti,
Dwight L. Chapin, the formerino hard evidence to that effect
White House aide who author-|was available until about three
ized the payments, attempted wecks ago.
to recruit them on behalf of] «ywa were stymied,” the offi-
Mr.-Nixon to spy on Democrat-|cial said, “We just couldn’t es-
ic  Presidential hopefuls or|tablish who was responsibile
otherwise disrupt the_ Demo-|for it.” o
cratic primary campaign last| He said that the letter had

spring. earlier been linked to Robert M.|:

There has been considerable|Benz, a 25-year-old freight com-
criticism of the Justice Depart-|pany employe from Odessa, Fla.,
ment for not moving against|who was named by the Jystgce
Mr. Segretti earlier, notably Department today as an “unin-
from Democratic members of|dicted co-conspirator.

the Senate Judiciary Committee| Mr. Benz, who is alleged to

i i he confirma-|have been Mr. Segretti’s chief
glérrirggf Iiarég%rsxglg (t}ray 3d. operative in Florida during that
As the acting director of the|state’s . primary election in
Federal Bureau of Investigation, March of last year, was discov-
a post he resigned a week ago, |ered through about 20 long-dis-
Mr. Gray was in charge of the|tance telephone calls he re-
bureauw’s investigation of the|ceived from Mr. Segretti be-
Watergate case and related|tween March and July 1972.
mtaters. Mr. Gray explained to| In February, it was learned
the committee in March that,'that the department’s fraud di-

vision was looking into the pos-

“|sibility that the letter violated

a Federal law, under which Mr.
Segretti was indicted today,
that prohibits distribution of
unsigned or falsely signed cam-
paign literature.

“We had suspected for some

.|time that someone other than

Benz was ultimately responsi-
ble for it [the letter],” the offi-
cial said today, “but we just
couldn’t prove it.”
But about three weeks ago, he
said, Mr. Benz and Patricia
Griffin, a 20-year-old Tampa
secretary whom he hired to
work as an undercover “volun-
teer” in Senator Edmund S.
Muskie’s Florida campaign, had
been summoned before a Fed-
eral grand jury in Orlando, Fla.
Both Mr. Benz and Miss Grif-
fin, the official said, initially
invoked the Fifth Amendment
privilege against self-incrimina-
tion when asked about the ori-

a prescribed policy with the de-|;

gin of the scurrilous letter.

But after being granted im-
munity from prosecution, they
implicate Mr. Segretti in its
manufacture an ddistribution,|
he said, ' ?

The official added that the
department’s investigation of
Mr. Segretti’s acivities was
“continuing.”




