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Segretti Indicted for Phony Letters 
.4ssociated Press 

Orlando, Fla. 
Nixon campaign figure 

Donald H. Segretti was 
indicted yesterday on 
charges of distributing a 
phony Edmund Muskie 
campaign letter that ac-
cused two other Demo-
cratic presidential candi-
dates of sexual inisCon-
duct. 
A federal grand jury 

charged the California law-
yer and George A. Hearing 
of Tampa with. "publishing 
and distributing a letter . . 
which failed to identify those 
responsible." 

The two and an unindicted 
associate, Robert Milton 
Benz, 35, former president 
of the Tampa Young  Repub-
licans, m e t before the 
March . 14, 1972, Florida pres-
idential primary to plan the 
operation, according  to the 
indictment. 

-On March 11 a bogus "Ci-
tizens for Muskie" newslet-
ter was mailed, accusing 
Senator Henry Jackson 
(Dem - Wash.) of fathering 
an illegitimate daughter in 
1929 and being arrested for 
homosexuality in 1955 and 
1957. 

The phony letter, a d-
dressed to "Dear Fellow De-
mocrats," but not bearing a 
signature, also claimed that 
Senator Hubert IL Hum-
phrey, (Dem - Minn.) ' was 
arrested for drunk driving in 
1967 in Washington with a 
"known call girl" in his car. 

Segretti surrendered to 
federal agents in Los An-
geles a few hours later and 
was taken before a U.S. 
magistrate for arraignment. 
He was released on $10.000 
personal surety bond. 

Hearing, 40, a self - -em- 
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ployed certified public ac-
countant, turned himself in 
to federal marshals in Tam-
pa accompanied by his attor-
ney Ralph Russo. He was re-
leased 

 
 on $5000 bond and re-

fused comment other than to 
acknowledge that he knew 
Benz. 

The indictment said Se-
aretti and Benz first met on 

Dec. 1, 1971, at the Cause-
way Inn in Tampa to discuss 
"the disruption of the cam-
paigns of • Senator Jackson 
and Senator Muskie." 

That day, it said, Segretti 
paid Benz $50 "for the pur-
pose of carrying out the dis- 
ruption." 
. On February 15, Segrettl 

talked to Benz by telephone 
concerning the letter's dis-
tribution and on February 20 
he mailed Benz a supply of 
"Citizens for ,Muskie" stati-
onery and envelopes, said 
the indictment. 

Two days later, it went on, 
Benz gave Hearing the stati-
onery and "the proposed let-
ter for the purpose of having 
the proposed letter printed 
on said stationery." 

On March 11, Hearing 
mailed the letter "to persons 
within the Middle (federal 
judicial) District of Florida 
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A plot in Florida 

and elsewhere," i t was 
charged. 

The Florida primary was 
won by Alabama Governor 
George Wallace with 42 per 
cent of the vote. Humphrey 
placed second with 18 per 
cent, followed by Jackson 
with 13 per cent and Muskie 
9 per cent. 

U .S. 	Attorney John 
Briggs, who, presented evid-
ence to the grand jury, told 
reporters, "I can't say 
whether there will be other 
indictments." 

The charges against Se-
gretti and Hearing are mis-
demeanors. Each count car- 

Wireolioto 

,i3EORGE HEARING 
He was indicted, too 

ries a maximum penalty of 
one year in jail and a $1000 
fine. 

Briggs said immunity 
from prosecution was grant-
ed in the probe, but declined 
to identify who received it. 
He added that fhe grand 
jury was "i n constant 

touch" with the .Washington 
grand jury whiCh probed the.  
Watergate bugging. "The 
exchange of information was 
valuable," he said. 

Briggs also said certain 
newsmen provided investi-
gators with useful informa-
tion by telephone, but added 
he would not "disclose' my 
news sources." ' 

Segretti, 28, of Marina del 
Ray, Calif.. has been identi-
fied in various news ac-
counts as a chief recruiter 
for Nixon campaign sabo-
tage operations. 

Segretti has been named 
by President Nixon's person-
al lawyer, Herbert Kalm-
bach, as the man to whom 
Kalmbach paid between 
$30,000 and $40,000 on orders 
from Dwight Chapin, Mr. 
Nixon 's former appoint-
ments secretary. The money 
came from a secret fund 
kept in a California bank for 
campaign operations on the 
West Coast. 

Briggs said the govern-
ment began investigating  
the case last October — sev-
en months after. the Florida 
primary. He said indict-
ments were not returned 
earlier because "it took just 
about that long to complete 
thia case." 
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