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John W. Dean III said 
yesterday that before his 
disinissal as couns el to 
President Nixon he ,re- 
moved documents deal-
ing with the Watergate 
scandal from his White 
House office to prevent 
their "illegitimate de- 
struction." 

Dean, in papers filed 
with the U.S. District 
Court here, reported that 
he had placed the docu-
ments in a safe deposit 
box at a bank in nearby 
Alexandria, Va. 

Chief Judge John J. Sili-
ca, who is in charge of the, 
Watergate grand jury, was 
asked to take custody of two 
keys to the safe deposit box 
pending a judgment whether 
the papers could be exam-
ined by others. Dean - said 
they bore "a security classi-
fication." 

T h e dismissed White 
House lawyer said the safe 
deposit box held a 43-page 
document and eight related 
documents bound in a blue . 
plastic cover. The contents 
were- not detailed. 

DEVELOPMENT 

Meanwhile, it was reliably 
learned that Dean outlined 
major new developments in 
the Watergate case to Sena-
tor Lowell P. Weicker 
fRep.-Conn.) during a two- 

h o u r, 45-minute meeting 
Thursday. 3 

Weicker set up the meet-
ing with Dean and his law-
yer, Charles Shaffer, and 
later reported the interview 
to the ranking members. and 
staff of the Senate commit-
tee investigating the Water-
gate affair. 
• No details were available, 
however, on what Dean said. 
One Senate source said that 
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Dean's testimony pointed to 
a "major development -
not something we can go off 
half-cocked with." 

Dean was the official as-
signed by Mr. Nixon to con-
duct an initial White House 
investigation into t 
break-in and bugging of the 
offices of the Democratic 
National Committee last 
June 17 at the Watergate 
complex. 

Mr. Nixon said in August 
that the report had vindicat-
ed his staff. But Dean, now 
implicated in an alleged 
White House coverup of the 
affair, has asserted that his 
report had been tampered 
with or kept from the Presi-
dent altogether. 

Other Watergate develop-
ments: 

• H. R. Haldeman and 
John D. Ehrlichman, two 
ranking White House aides 
who resigned on Monday, 
spent the day in preliminary 
testimony before the staff of 
the Senate Select Watergate 
Committee. The panel is 
scheduled to begin public 
hearings i n about two 
weeks. 

• It was disclosed that of-
ficials of President Nixon's 
political fund-raising unit se-
cretly collected between $1 
million a n d $2 million in 
cash and then destroyed re- 

cords in which the donors 
were identified. ' 

Egil (Bud) Krogh Jr.; a 
in- volved White House aide in-

volved in a preSidential in- 
vestigation of the Pentagon' 
PaperS case, conferred with 
federal prosecutors handling 
the Watergate investigation. 

BEARING 
In his court papers, Dean 

said 'he "has reason to be-
lieve that some, if not all," 
of the documents he re- 

, moved from his office "may 
have, a bearing on the sub-
ject under investigation" by 
the Senate Watergate panel.- 
' Dean said he had taken 
the documents from his of-
fice Tbecause he was "antici-
pating the reasonable likeli-
hood of either a covert 
break-in to his office before 
his termination by persons 
unknown or the sealing of 
his files after his termina-
tion by government agents," 
thereby naming "the risk of 
illegitimate destruction' of 
the documents involved." 

The former White House 
counsel, who has warned 
that he will not be a "scape-
goat" i  in the burgeoning 
scandal, is known to have 
supplied Justice Department 
officials with potentially. in-
criminating information. 

AIDES 
The appearance by Halde-

man ikd Ehrlichman before 
the:Mate committee fol-
lowed the pattern set Thurs-
day when they-testified be-
fore a federal grand jury. 

Ehrliehman met with the 
committee staff first and an-
swered questions for about 
five hours. Haldeman was 
then interrogated for more 
than three hours. Both 'men 
said afterward that they had 
cooperated with the investi-
gators. 

Neither m a n, however, 
would give details of the 
questioning. 

On Thursday the White 
House issued new guidelines  

on the use of executive privi-
lege, but neither Haldeman 
nor • Ehrlichman-  wouldesay 
whether it had beenlusedto 
avoid answering questions. 

Asked whether the guide-
lines would prevent investi-
gators from finding out 
whether the President had 
knowledge of the bugging 
before it took place, an in-
formed White House source 
said that executive privilege 
covered only "official acts" 
and not "the commission of 
crimes or conversations 
about those crimes." 

In the event of a conflict 
between a witness and ei-
ther the Senate or the grand 
jury, the ,source said, the is-
sue. would finally have to be 
decided by the courts. 
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