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New Nixon
G uide‘ on
Privilege
Washin gtén P;)st Service

Washington

Former White House
aides John D. Ehrlich.
man and H. R. Haldeman
testified for a total of
seven hours before the
Watergate federal grand
jury yesterday as the
White House issued new
guidelines on the use of
executive privileges: by
presidential'assistants.

An informed White
House source said that
the new guidelines are de-
signed to facilitate the ex-
amination of White House
aides questioned by the
grand jury, the FBI or the
Senate select committee.

The new guicielines state
at the outset that “‘the Presi-
dent desires that'the invoca-
tion of executiv% privilege
(the right not to answer cer-
tain questions) be held to a
minimum.”’ \

LAWYER_
The guidelines vitre'deliv-

ered yesterday to fhe Senate.

select committee ‘and to
John J. Wilson, the lawyer
for Haldeman and Ehrlich-
man, who was at the U.S.
district courthouse here with
his clients. ;

Ehrlichman was, before
the grand jury for ahout five
hours and 45 minutes.
Haldeman testified for an
hour and is expected to be

called back, but it is not

known when. - :
When asked: whether his
clients-expect to be indicted,
Wilson said: “Nobody knows
what a grand jury will do.”

He added later, ‘They

have no fear of being con-.

vieted.”
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Both  Ehrlichman angd
Haldeman declined to dis-
cuss their testimony with re-
porters when they  left the
courthouse last night. Both

" men said that they had not

invoked the Fifth Amend-
ment in response to any
question. In addition, Halde-
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-man said that he had not in- -

voked executive privilege
and -had answered all ques-
tions.

Ehrlichman and Halde-
man both reportedly have
been implicated in the at-
tempt to cover up the Water
gate affair after five men
were arrested inside the
Democratic national com-
mittee’s headquarters on
June 17. The grand jury also
is understood to be investi:’
gating whether either had
any role in the bugging and
burglary of the Democrats’
~headquarters.

Although President Nixon
announced Monday that he
had accepted resignatiens
from Haldeman and Ehr-
lichman, Ehrlichman said
yesterday, “I'm still work-
ing. I'm still on the payroll.
I agreed to an orderly tran-
sition.”

The only comment thiat

- Ehrlichman would make on

his testimony was to tell re-:
porters, “I think we madea
lot of progress.”

Haldeman told reporters,
“I have answered all the
questions they asked. I'm
cooperating to the fullest I
can and will continue to do
so. I'm confident that any
questions of failing to meet
the standards that I have set
for myself-and the President
has set for the White House
will be eleared up.”

g
“Thei President desires
that *the invocation of execu-
tive privilege be held to a
minimum. Specifically:
The guidelines, dated May
3, state: i 8

“l. Past and present,
members of the President’s

staff; q.ue:stion.gd by ‘th__e FB.I.,

HAY 4 1973

the Ervin (Senate Select)
committee or a gramt jury
would invoke the privilege
only in connection with con-
versations with the  Presi-
dent, conversations among
themselves — involving
communications with the
President — and as to presi-
dential papers. Presidential
papers’ are all documents

produced or redeived by the

President or any member of
the White House staff in
connection with his,_ official
duties.

“%; Witnesses  are restrict-
ed fromsestifying as o mat-
ters ‘relating fo national se-
curity not by executive priv-
ilege, but by laws prohibit-
ing the disclosure of ¢lassi-
fied information — e.g.,
some of the incidents which
gave rise to concern: over
leaks. The applicability of

such laws should therefore -

be determined by each wit-

ness and, his.own counsel.
“3. White House counsel

will not be present at the
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5 FBI interviews or at the

g “grand “jury«andy therefore,\

will not invoke the privilege
in the first instance. If a dis-
pute as to privilege arises
between a witness and the
FBI or the grand jumy, the
matter may be referred to
White House counsél-for a
statement of the Président’s
position.” T

As outlined by the White.
House source, the new
guidelines appear to.be a
further softening of the hard,
sweeping position the White
House took earlier on its
right to invoke executiye
privilege. i

In a related development,
the Washington Eyening
Star-News reported yester-
day that lawyers for former
White House counsel . John
W. Dean III, fired Monday
by the President, are negoti-
“ating with the prosecution in
attempt to secure immunity
for Dean. oo

Dean reportedly is ready
to lgive< testimony — in re-
turn {02 immunity — that
would implicate Haldeman
and Ehbrlichman in the Wat-
ergate scandal.

Former deputy Nixon
campaign manager Jeb
Stuart Magruder has report-
edly told prosecutors ‘that
Dean and Former Attorney
General John N. Mitchell
helped plan and . _approved
the bugging. Mitchell has
denjed the charge.
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The two aides after giving testimony



