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WASHINGTON, May 2—Dem-
ocrats on the Senate Judiciary
Committee said today that they
expected Elliot L. Richardson to
appoint a special prosecutor in
the Watergate case before Mr.
Richardson’s nomination as At-
torney General came before the
committee.

Among the Senators express-
ing that view were Robert C.
Byrd of West Virginia and
Philip A. Hart of Mighigan.
Aldes to some other Democratic
committee members said that}
those Senators agreed WIth the
assessment. .

Hearing Date Set™

Senator John V. Tbnney,
Democrat of California, said
that he would try to block com-
mittee apnroval of the nomina-
nation unless Mr. Richardson
agreed in advance to name such
a prosecutor.

The committee is planning to
begin hearings on Mr. Rich-
ardson’s” conﬁrmatxon “ next
Wednesday.

President Nixon said Monday
night that he had given Mr.
Richardson authority to appoint
an independent prosecutor if
Mr. Richardson thought such
action was appropriate.

ther Senators on the com-
mittee were not willing today|
to commit themselves to sup-'
port Senator Tunney’s move,
But most of the membars from
both parties said “that they
could support” the nomination
if a=—special prosecutor: were
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named.

.The Senators noted that Mt.
Richardson had already re-
ceived Senate confirmation
three times in the last. four
years — for Assistant Secre-
retary of State, Secretary- of
Health, Education and Welfare,
and Secretary of Defense.
. But one committee member
—Marlow W. Cook, Republi-
can of Kentucky — _said. that
he Had *serious questions”
about Mr. Richardson’s nomi-
nation regardless of whether he
chose someone else to super-
vise the Watergate investiga-
tion.

Mr. Cook -said that he did
not understand why the same
consideratigns that had led
Richard G. Kleindienst to re-
sign as Attorney General did
not apply to Mr. Richardson.
Mr. Kleindienst said that his
close association with Adminis-
tration officials who had been
implicated iA the Watergate af-
fair- necessitated his resigna-
tion,

Senator Tunney used the
same -argument in demanding
an independent investigator.
“Mr. Richardson is certainly a
close. friend of John Ehrlich-
man's,” Mr. Tunney declared.

Yesterday, the Senate ap-
proved by voice vote a resolu-
tion expressing the sense of

-the Senate that a special pros-

ecutor should be named.

Two Republicans—Carl T.
Curtis of Nebraska and Norris
Cotton of New Hampshir—pre-
vented the Senate from taking
a recorded voted on the ques-
tion today. A voice vote does
not carry nearly ‘the weight of
a recorded vote on this type
of resolution.

The White House was report-

ed to be furious at Senator
Charles H. Percy, Republican of
Illinois, the chief sponsor of
the resolution. President Nixon
was said to have told a Cabi-
net meeting yesterday that Mr.
Percy, who {5 believed to have
Presidential ambitions, would
never be President “as long as

-|I have anything to say about

it.”

Senator Percy would not
comment today on the report,
although he said he had talked
with “one individual” at the
White House and “could sense
that the President did not like
the resolution.”

Elsewhere on Capltol Hill,
the Senate’s special committee
that is investigating the Water-
gate case met and according
to he chairman, Sam J. Ervin
Jr., Democrat of North Caro-
lina, “reaffirmed its determina-
tion to start hearings as near
the 15th of May as possible.”

Committee 1nvest1gators are
planning to interrogate such
high former White House of-
ficials as John D. Ehrlichman
and H. R. Haldeman this week,
and the committee decided to-
day to allow committee mem-
bers to sit in on the inter-
views.

Buckley Defends President

In another development, Sen-
ator James L. Buckley, Con-
servative-Republican ‘of New
York, defended President Nix-
on’s hndhng of the Watergate
affair and denounced the ‘“vul-
tures circling — hope against
hope to find the corpse of the
Presidency.”

Mr. buckley said that he was
referring to commentators and

cartoonists who stated or im- .

plied that MR. Nixon was not
being candid about his personal;
lack of knowledge of the Water-
gate break-in.

“Nothing is more plausible
to me,” Senator Buckley said,
“than that a man will not-have
total knowledge of the activi-
ties of those to whom he has
delegated responsibility.”

'Richard_s'm-a-éColyson Link
WASHINGTON, May.2 (AP):
—Mr. Richardson is a personal’
friend of one of the figures in
the Watergate case, Charles W.

| Colson.

Mr. Colson, through his sec-
retary, said today that the two
have ‘been friends since about
1956. Both worked for former
Senator Leverett Saltonstall,
Republican of Massachusetts,
at different times during the
middle and late nineteen-fifties.

Repeated attempts to ques-
tion Mr. Richardson on the
matter turned aside today by
his spokesmen.

A Pentagon spokesman said
that Mr. Richardson was “real-
ly not going to have any com-
ment on anything unitl he goes
before his confirmation hear-
ings.” He continued, “It is a
matter of record,: ‘of course,
that Mr. Colson worked for
Senator Saltonstall as did Sec-
retary Richardson.”




