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TurnS Republican

" HOUSTON — (AP) —

John Connally made his long

expected switch to the Republican Party today, insisting as

he did that ¢I seek no office,

. Connally, President Nix-

on’s former freasury secre-
tary and ehairman in 1972 of
“Democrats for Nixon,” is
nonetheless considered a po-
tential candidate. for the Re-
publican presidential nomi-
nation in 1976.

Connally has been exfra-
vagantly praised by Presi-
dent Nixon as being capable
of . filling any job in the
world, and Nixon has pri-
vately informed friends that
Connally was his first choice
as his successor.

No Discussions.

Connally insisted at a
press conference today that
he has not discussed with
Nixon the possibility of re-
joining the beleaguered ad-
ministration.

The reason he’s becoming

a Republican, he said, is

that the Democratic Party
“has become more frag-
mented than at any time in
my life. It has moved so far
to the left that it has left
many Americans.”

" President Johnson who was

political-or apporltlve

It was that theme that
Connally hammered at dur-
ing the 1972 campaign, when
his handsome, silver-haired
countenance 1lit television
screens in political adver-
tisements nightly.

He said the timing of his
announcemnt had nothing to
do with the Watergate scan-
dal.

No Pressure

Asked if there had been.
any pressure from the White
- House or from others inthe
administration to make his
move at this time, he re-
sponded: ‘“There has been no
pressure whatever — direct-
ly or indirectly — non what-
soever.”

The 56 year old Connally,
_a.lawyer with many oil com-.
pany clients, called the Wat-
ergate affair “a sordld‘
- mess.’

CYIt was a s111y, stupld ille-
gal act perpetrated by indi-
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vidual§ and not by the Re-
publican Party. One should
not condemn the Republican
party because the indivi-
duals were Republicans.”
Connally, a Texas gover-
nor and protege of the late

wounded during the assassi-
nation of President Kennedy -
in Dallas in 1963, said in a
statement that ““in our time,
the Republican Party best
represents the broad views
of most Americans, whatev-
er their formal political affi-
liations.” |

Vice President Agnew,
who may be in contention
with Connally for the 1976 .
Republ ican presidential
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and articulate spokesman
for traditional American
values,” Agnew said.

Sen. Charles’ H. Percy
(R-I11.), another potential

nomination; said in Wash-
ington that he welcomed
Connally to the Republican
Party. B

“‘He is a talented and per-
sonable man, an effective

Republican presidential can-
didate, welcomed Connally’s
decision and said it accords
with his view $‘that we must
constantly strive to broaden
our party’s base.”



