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With Republicans taking 
the lead, the Senate de-
manded by voice vote yes-
terday that President Nixon 
appoint a special outside 
prosecutor, instead of Attor-
ney General-designate Elliot 
L. Richardson, to conduct 
the government's Watergate 
investigation. 

Approval of the resolu-
tion, sponsored by Sen. 
Charles H. Percy (R-I11.) 
with a dozen other Republi-
cans and six Democrats, re-
flected widespread feeling 
on Capitol Hill that only an 
investigation conducted by  

someone outside the Presi-
dent's immediate circle can 

ti 
reassure the American peo-
ple that a complete and full 
investigation free of cover-
ups is being conducted. 

"Should the executive in-
vestigate itself?" asked 
Percy in presenting the res-
olution to the Senate. 

"The office of the Attor-
ney General would be the 
logical one to hold the inves-
tigation,but I'm going on 

the resolution calling for an 
outside one," said Sen. 
Barry Goldwater (R-Ariz.). 

Goldwater, who cospon-
sored. the Percy resolution 
along with Sens. Bob. Dole 
(R-Kans.),,, James L. Buck-
ley (Cons.-R.N.Y.), and 

Charles McC... Mathias Jr. 
(Ili-Md.), among others, said 
"I'd like to see it conducted 
by someone not connected 
with the government." Like 
Percy, Goldwater said the 
call for an outside prosecu-
tor wasn't intended in any 
way to question Richard-
son's integrity. 

Goldwater earlier told 
wire service reporters that 
he didn't, think President 
Nixon had prior knowledge 
of the Watergate incidents, 
but "if it was shown that the 
President has been at all 
dishonest about this, then I 
think that impeachment 
would certainly come. 
Whether I would Vote'for it 
or not I couldn't say." 

Although Percy's resolu-
tion Was passed with"only a 
handful of senators on the 
floor, it was cleared first 
with leaders of both parties. 
It incorporated proposals 
made by scores of House 
and Senate members yester-
day, 'following President 
Nixon's televised announce-
ment to the nation Monday 
night that Richardson would 
have full responsibility for 
the Watergate probe and 
would be free to appoint a 
special prosecutor if he 
chose. 

See REACT, A10, Col. 7 

White House emphasizes 
decision on special prosecu- 
tor is Richardson's. 	A10. 

REACT, From Ai, 
In the House, a similar 

resolution was introduced , 
by. Rep. John B. Anderson 
(R-I11.), chairman of the 
House Republican Confer-
ence and 16 other Republi-
cans. 

"At least as important as • 
the fact of full disclosure is 
public understanding and 
acceptance that such disclo-
sure has indeed taken' place, 
that nothing remains hid-
den," said Anderson. "The 
best way to accomplish this 
is through the appointment 
of an independent special 
prosecutor...." 
was Anderson resolution 
was referred to the House 
Judiciary Committee. Chair-
man Peter W. Rodino Jr. (D-
N.J.) told reporters that he 
had instructed the commit-
tee staff to try to draft by 
the end of the week 'an al-
ternative proposal setting 
up. machinery to appoint a 
special prosecutor. 

Capitol Hill response to 
the President's televised ad-
dress was mixed. In the 
speech,. the President said 
that John W. Dean had been 
ousted from the White 
House staff, John Ehrlich-
man and H. R. Haldeman, 
his two top aides, were re-
signing, and Richardson, 
now Secretary of Defense, 
was moving over to the post. 
of Attorney General with a 
mandate to conduct a;com-
plete and full 'Watergate in-
vestigation. 

The President disclaimed 
any foreknowledge of the 
Watergate incident and said 
it wag not until March 21 
that he became convinced 
he should  personally take 

over the tnVeStiration and 
purge • anyone engaged in 
wrongdoing or coverups. 

Most members of Con-
gress-5skid:lhey were happy 
the' lirgte 'steps had been 
taken by Mr. Nixon,. and 
that he had assumed overall 
responsibility. But many 
said that there had been so 
much coverup already over 
the past 10 months, that the 
only way to restore public 
confidence was to take the 
prosecution of the case .out 
of the direct White House 
line of command. 
there should have said 
'there will be a special prose-
cutor, from the outside, 
promptly, for public reassu-
rance, to avoid even the pos-
sibility people will think 
coverup," said Senate Demo-
cratic whip Robert C. Byrd 
(W.Va.). 

Byrd said Richardson will 
be pressed strongly on this 
point during confirmation 
hearings on,his appointment 
as Attorney General, which 
start next' week. "I feel that 
he [Richardson] will an-
nounce [such an appoint-
ment] even before the hear-
ings," Byrd said. 

"He should have brought 
in an outside man," said 
Sen. Henry M. Jackson (D-
Wash.). 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.) 
said he' had no objection to 
a special prosecutor, but 
stressed that the Senate's 
own Ervin Committee inves-
tigation as well as grand 
jury and court probes of the 
Watergate scandals should 
also continue. "I do not 
thirac that the President was 
aware of what was going on 
until just about the time he 
made his statement last 
month," Mansfield said. 

House Majority Leader  

Thomas'P. 	(D-Mass.) 
said' the President's speech 
"adihitted to the nation that 
a scandal of great magni-
tude has occurred within his 
own Republican Pa and  
his own Republican a  A' 's-
tration, He has recogniied 
that there occurred payotfs, 
bugging, coverups, denials, 
fraud, lying, bribery aexid 
brekk-ins ... I believe Mr. 
Ricft-dson should ask the 
deans of five of the nation's 
leading law schools to agree 
upon a special prosecutor to 

fill that crucial office." 
Rep. Paul N. McCloskey 

Jr. (R-Calif.), who - ran 
against Mr. Nixon for the 
GOP presidential nomina-
tion last year, said the Presi-
dent "should now make a 

full disclosure of everything 
he knows about political 
sabotage and its financing 

in the 1972 campaign." 
Calls for appointment of e 

special outside porseeutor, 
either by the President or 
by Richardson, also came 
from Ralph Nader, former 
Supreme Court Justice Ar-
thur J. Goldberg, Sen. Wal, 
ter Mondale (D-Minn.), Sen. 
Clifford P. Case (R-N.J.), 
American Bar Association 
President Robert W. Me-
serve, Rep. John Bratlemas 
(D-Ind.), and many.  other 
Senate and House meinbers. 

Percy mentioned;.; Derek 
Bok, president of Harvard, 
and Edward Levi, president 
of the  University of Chi-
cago, as possible nominees 

to the job. 
Goldberg mentioned three 

possibilities: Stanley Fuld, 
retiring chief judge -of the 
New York State Court of 
Appeals; Roger Traynor, re- 
tired California chief 
justice; Joseph Weintraub, 
retiring chief justice of New .  

Jersey. 
Reaction to the Presi-

dent's speech was muchithe't 
same from other parts oft 
the nation as on Capitol, 
Hill: praise of the President 
for finally taking the initia-
tive but, particularly from 
Democrats, demands for fur-
ther assurances of complete 
cleanup. Alf Landon, 1936 
GOP presidential nominee, 
said in Topeka, Kans., ac-
cording to wire reports?  that 
the President's actions "may 
save the presidency from a 
permanent loss of credibil-

ity." 
Ohio Gov. John Gilligan 

(D) said the White House 
resignations "answerno 
questions but simply

:
raise 

new ones." 
As passed by the Senate, 

the Percy resolution calls 
upon the President to ap-
point "an individual fof the 
highest character and integ-
rity.  from outside the execu-
tive branch," subject to Sen-
ate confirmation, to have 
full investigative powers to 
look into the whole Water-
gate affair. 


