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WASHINGTON, May 1 — 
Charles W. Colson, _former spe-
cial counsel to President Nixon, 
has confirmed that four months 
before the Wa,tergate burglary 
he discovered that one of the 
conspirators, E. Howard Hunt 
Jr., a friend he had recommend-
ed for a White house job, had 
written a fake cable implicat-
ing President Kennedy in the 
assassination of South Viet-
nam's President Diem. 

According to William Lam-
bert, formerly a reporter for 
Life magazine, who interviewed 
Mr. Colson over the weekend, 
Mr. Colson made the discovery 
in February, 1972, but did not 
disclose the fabrication until 
the weekend interview 

Mr, Colson, reached at his 
law office here this afternoon, 
said that he would have no 
comment other than to say that 
he had great respect for Mr. 
Lambert as a journalist He said 
that he saw nothing to be 
gained from adding to the con-
troversy. 

Asked why he had not taken 
steps to dismiss Mr. }lila or 
warned superiors about him, 
Mr. Colson repeated that he 
had no comment. 

Mr. Lambert, an investigative 
reported who spent most of 
1972 trying to confirm Mr. 
Hunt's fake document for a 
Life article, said today that Mr. 
Colson had never told him di-
rectly that the cable was a 
fraud. 

A Subtle Indication 
Mr. Lambert did say, how-

ever, that Mr. Colson had indi-
cated subtly—so subtly that Mr. 
Lambert did not get the mes-
sage—that he should look for 
other sources for a story on 
official American complicity in 
the murder of Ngo Dinh Diem 
by Vietnamese generals in Oc-
tober, 1963. 

At a meeting at Mr. Colson's 
house in suburban Virginia 
over the weekend, Mr. Lambert 
said today, Mr. Colson satis-
fied him that he had honestly 
tried to steer Mr. Lambert off 
a story on the fake cable. 

Mr. Lambert was never con-
vinced that the cable was gen-
uine, and Life never published 
anything about it. 2_1 

As late as Sunday,' however, 
Mr. Colson still denied that he 
knew the cable was a fake. Fi-
nally, in a telephone conversa-
tion yesterday, Mr. Lambert 
said, he pressed Mr. Colson 
into admitting that he' had 
known for more than a year 
that Hunt had manufactured 
the language that seemed to 
make the assassination of Diem 
an order from President Ken-
nedy. 

Mr. Lambert, who says that 
he still regards Mr. Colson as 
a friend and a valuable source, 
conceded today that Mr. Col-
son had taken adequate pre-
caution to keep the story out 
of public print. But he did not 
yet understand why Mr. Col-
son had not told him openly 
of the fraud. 

"I suspect," Mr. Lambert 
speculated, "that he didn't 
want to tell anybody that a guy 
that he had recommended for 
a sensitive job was fabricating 
documents." 

In the- aftermath of Water-
gate, Mr. Colson has repeatedly 

acknowledged that during the• 
summer of 1971, when the 
White House was looking for 
someone to find and plug the 
leaks by which the so-called 
Pentagon papers had come to 
light, he personally proposed 
Mr. Hunt for the job. 

In a subsequent White House 
assignment, during the fall of 
1971, Mr. Hunt is understood 
to have undertaken the task 
of reviewing diplomatic cables 
and other classified documents 
on the early stages of the Viet-
nam war, apparently in an ef-
fort to establish that the seeds 
of the conflict were planted 
in the Kennedy and Johnson 
Administrations. 

According to Mr. Lambert, 
Mr. Colson emphatically denied 
tahat he was supervising Mr. 
Hunt in this project. Mr. Colson 
also told Mr. Lambert that he 
had never seen the fake docu-
ment that Mr. Hunt composed 
and mingled with the genuine 
records. 

It is still unclear, Mr. Lam-
bert says, who Mr. Hunt was 
working for at this period, and 
whether anyone but Mr. Hunt 
and Mr. Lambert ever saw it. 
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