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Reagan Sayis' 
Nixon Was 
'Forthright' 

Sacramento 

Governor Ronald Rea-
gan said yesterday he be-
lieves President Nixon act---  
ed properly in the Water-
gate affair, and that the 
President's speech was 
"frank and forthright." 

Reagan, who had refused 
to comment on the case for 
two days, told reporters he 
had called the White House 
after Mr. Nixon's address 
Monday night. 

"I asked that the word be 
passed along that I ap-
proved of it, thought it 
would do a lot of good, and 
that I understood the posi-
tion," he said. 

Asked what affect Mr. 
Nixon's speech would have 
on the Republican party, the 
governor replied: "I think it 
was more aimed at what it 
did for the American peo-
ple." 

"The real tragedy is that 
out of a stupid attempt at 
doing something in all the 
heat and fervor of a cam-
paign, something was done 
that contributed to a wave of 
feeling that has been spread-
ing throughout this country 
for longer than this adminis-
tration — a mistrust in our 
American institutions and in 
government itself," he said. 

Reaction from members 
of the Legislature found Re-
publicans praising t h e 
speech and Democrats being 
somewhat more restrained 
in their enthusiasm. 

Lieutenant Governor Ed 
Reinecke, a candidate for 
the GOP gubernatorial nom- 
ination next year, said 
the President's address was 
"the most sincere, forth-
right, I've ever heard. He 
courageously accepted full 
blame for the Watergate af- 
fair while at the.  same time 
making it clear he had no 
knowledge of it prior to the 
published disclosures." 

Democratic State Senator 
George Moscone, of San 
Francisco, a candidate for 
the Democratic nomination 
for  governor, called the 
speech "an appeal to the un-
derstanding and sympathy 
of the American people that 
he had no personal know-
ledge o f the Watergate 
break-in. It was a speech he R. 
had to make." 
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