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Washington ‘
FBI agents moved into
position yesterday to
guard the files of three
presidential assistants who
are leaving because of the
Watergate case.

The appearance of the
agents was only one sign of
the changing order at the
White House on the morning
after President Nixo"n”s
speech on the Watergate
scandal.

There was a new a11 about

the place as, ,Ronald L. Zie-
gler, presidential press se-
cretary, apologized to the
Washington Post, promised
frequent news conferences
and hinted at a new staff
structure

According to Ziegler,«'the
FBI agents are guarding the
files.~of H. R. Haldeman,
John D. Ehrlichman and
John W. Dean III 24 hours a

day. No one is permitted to,

examine or remove papers
from the files, he added, un-
less an agent is present.

This “‘safeguarding: pro-
cedure,” the press seéretary
said," was not meant ‘“to cast
aspersions on any - 1nd1v1-
dual.”

In" fact, Ziegler added,
Haldeman and "Ehrlichman
hadéagreed to the ﬁrocedure.
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But their acquigscenee could
not obscure the fall from

grace of the two men who,
until their resignations Mon-

day, had more accesstothe"

Pres1dent than did any other
pubﬁc official. Now they are
unable to look at their pap-
ers alone

LEAVING

The two were seen leaving
the Whtie House af-mid-
morning, seated in theback

-seat of an official limousine,
with papers stacked on their
laps. The papers were re-
portedly - culled from their
files, under supervision, to
help them defending them-
selves before the grand jury
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should“they be- subpgenaed

The plan to proteet tﬁe
files was ’dec1ded/ upox; at a
meeting Monday/ of Leonard
Garment, who temporarily
took over Dean’s duties as
White House counsel; Elliot
L. Richardson, whom :Mr.
Nixon has nominated as ‘at-
torney generals and William
D. Ruckelshaus, acting d1-
rector of the, FBI.

A White H%use statement
said the agents has been put
into place ‘to make sure
that access and removgl of
any files were superviged.”
The Watergate case:has
produced charges that vital
docunients were removed
from the White House and
destroyed

Haldeman .and Ehrhch-
man were at their desks yes-

ter day preparing for a tran- -

sition ‘period that could last
as long as three weeks,

3 DEAN “
But Dean was nowhere to
be ‘found. White House
sources said staff members
failed to reach him Monday
to tell him that his “re51gna-
tion””. — which” he never
wrote — was being acgept-
ed. In fact, they said, he was
ousted, and presumably
learned his fate from news
reports.

Mr. Nixon’s" mood swung
from joviality to “anger as
the day went.on. Waltlng to
welcome Changellor * Willy
Brandt of West Germany

yesterday morning, he joked -

with photographers about
his ‘weight. Then he joked
with Brandt about the chan-
cellor’s lack of luck on a
fishing expedmon

But at a Cabinef meetmg

he Fii

yesterday afternocon, the
Pregsident “rose to excoriate
Senator Charles H. Percy
(Rep-lll) according to an
official who was present. He
said, among other things,
that- Percy, who is thought
to Have White House ambi-
tion§; would never be elect-
ed President.

© - RESOLUTION

The official said that Mr.
Nixon was angered by a res-
olution, introduced by Per-
cy. and passed by the Senate
yesterday, calling for the
appointment of a special
prosecutor in the case, sub-
jeet to Senate approval.

The President’s fury, the
official said, was aroused
not only because Mr. Nixon
is opposed to the idea of a
special prosecutor, but also
because he thought Richard-
son ought to be able to de-
cide the question without
pressure from party .col-
leagues.

At the regular press brief-
ing, in fact, Ziegler stressed
that Richardson has a firm
mandate to accept or reject
the: 1dea of a “special super-
visory prosecutor” men-
tioned by Mr. Nixon Monday
night. And Ziegler suggested
that Richardson had brbad
latitude in interpreting that
phrase.

IMMUNITY

Ziegler also suggested that
the = President might bhe
backing away from his April
17 rejection of 1mmumty
from prosecutlon for major
figures in the case. Asked
whether Mr. Nixon had
changed his mind, the press
secretary said the question
wasione that “Mt. Richard-
son should address.”

. The President’s opposition
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to immunity has introduced

- a"complication into the pros-

ecution of the case, with in-
vestigators complammg that
Dean was reluctant to tell
all without a grant of immu- -
nity. Some legal scholars
have accused Mr. leon of
sheathing a major prosecu-
tion weapon.

On other topics related to
the Watergate case, Ziegler
said:

@ That to his knowledge,
Herbert W. Kalmbach, the
President’s personal lawyer
is no longer handling busi-
ness for Mr. Nixon. Kalm-
bach admitted to the FBI
that he had paid $30,000 to
Donald H. Segretti for es-
pionage activities agamst
the Democrats.

© That the President
might hold a news confer-
ence next week.

© That it had not yet been
decided whether Haldeman
and Ehrlichman would be
replaced, with ‘the new
men carrying oninthe same
way.” The statement left
open the possibility — consi-
dered 'a probability by
some sources — that Mr.
Nixon will create a new
White House staff system,
without the centralization it
had under Haldeman.



