
ielndien"snti tareer M
arked by C

on
trasts

'  

B
y S
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ngar 

W
ashington P

ost Staff W
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R
ich

ard
 G

. K
lein

d
ien

st 
to

ld
 a rep

o
rters' b

reak
fast a 

few
 m

o
n

th
s ag

o
 th

at if h
e 

sh
o
u
ld

 e
v
e
r b

e
 a

sk
e
d
 to

 
le

a
v
e
 h

is jo
b
 a

s a
tto

rn
e
y
 

g
en

eral, "I'm
 n

o
t g

o
in

g
 to

 
h
av

e an
y
 so

u
r g

rap
es. I'm

 
going to feel I've had O

ne of 
th

e
 g

re
a
t e

x
p
e
rie

n
c
e
s a

 
d
u
m

b
b
ell law

y
er fro

m
 A

ri-
zona could have." 

T
h
at w

as v
in

tag
e K

lein
-

d
ien

st —
 self-effacin

g
 b

u
t 

proud. 
H

e is a m
an of m

any con-
trad

ictio
n
s, cap

ab
le o

f o
f-

fe
n
d
in

g
 p

e
o
p
le

 w
ith

 h
is 

b
rash

n
ess o

n
 o

n
e d

ay
 an

d
 

im
p

ressin
g

 th
em

 w
ith

 h
is 

frankness on the next. 
H

e served the adm
inistra-

tion by pushing even harder 
th

an
 n

ecessary
 fo

r en
act-

m
en

t o
f stern

 "law
-an

d
-o

r-
d

er" leg
islatio

n
, b

u
t at th

e 
sam

e tim
e em

b
ark

ed
 o

n
 a 

com
pletely 	

unauthorized 
p

riv
ate cru

sad
e fo

r p
riso

n
 

reform
 and aid to ex-offend-

ers. 
In

v
a
ria

b
ly

 k
n

o
w

n
 a

s 
B

arry
 G

o
ld

w
ater's p

ro
teg

e 
an

d
 a d

arlin
g

 o
f th

e rig
h

t, 
,K

leindienst has nonetheless 
"r  m

ain
tain

ed
 clo

se frien
d
-

sh
ip

s o
n
 th

e o
th

er en
d
 o

f 
th

e
 p

o
litic

a
l sp

e
c
tru

m
, 

so
m

e
tim

e
s d

in
in

g
 a

t th
e
 

h
o
m

es o
f p

erso
n
s p

resu
m

ed
 

to
 b

e h
is en

em
ies. 

H
e
 h

a
s b

e
e
n

 k
n

o
w

n
 to

 
sh

o
u
t at aid

es in
 h

is Ju
stice 

D
ep

artm
en

t o
ffice, b

u
t th

e 
sh

o
u

tin
g

 co
u

ld
 b

arely
 b

e 
• h

eard
 o

v
er th

e sy
m

p
h
o
n
ic 

m
u

sic co
m

in
g
 fro

m
 h

is ra-
dio. 

T
h
e
re

 w
e
re

 m
a
n
y
 w

h
o
 

staid it couldn't be done—
for 

a
 p

o
litic

a
l h

a
s-b

e
e
n

 lik
e
 

K
lein

d
ien

st to
 b

eco
m

e th
e 

n
atio

n
's ch

ief law
 en

fo
rce-

m
ent officer. 
A

t the end of 1964, he w
as 

th
o

ro
u

g
h

ly
 d

iscred
ited

. H
is 

R
ep

u
b

lican
 cam

p
aig

n
 fo

r 
g

o
v

ern
o

r o
f A

rizo
n

a h
ad

 
been a disastrous failure (he 
w

o
n

't e
v

e
n

 ta
lk

 a
b

o
u

t it 
n

o
w

), an
d

 h
e w

as cred
ited

 
w

ith
 a sin

ister "cap
tu

re" o
f 

d
eleg

ates to
 th

e 
1964 G

O
P

 
N

atio
n

al C
o

n
v

en
tio

n
 fo

r 
G

oldw
ater. 

K
le

in
d

ie
n

st w
e
n

t b
a
c
k

 
into obscurity and his P

hoe-
n

ix
 law

 p
ractice after th

e 
1964 debacle, but at the tim

e 
o
f P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
's cam

-
paign he surfaced aageneral 
co

u
n

sel to
 th

e R
ep

u
b

lican
 

N
ational C

om
m

ittee. 
K

le
in

d
ie

n
st w

e
n
t b

a
c
k
 

into obscurity and his P
hoe-

n
ix

 law
 p

ractite after th
e 

1964 debacle, but at the tim
e 

o
f P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
's cam

-
paign he surfaced as general 
co

u
n

sel to
 th

e R
ep

u
b

lican
 

N
ational C

om
m

ittee. 
S

h
o

u
ts o

f alarm
 w

en
t u

p
 

all 
o
v
er W

ash
in

g
to

n
 w

h
en

  

he w
as nam

ed deputy attor-
n

ey
 g

en
eral u

n
d

er Jo
h

n
 N

. 
M

itch
ell in

 1
9

6
9

, an
d

 h
e 

h
ard

ly
 in

g
ratiated

 h
im

self 
w

ith
 h

is civ
il lib

ertarian
 

critics in
 th

e m
o

n
th

s an
d

 
years that follow

ed. 
H

e w
as not really popular 

am
o
n
g
 th

e m
o
re so

p
h
isti-

cated
 an

d
 g

en
teel E

astern
-

e
rs lik

e
 M

itc
h
e
ll e

ith
e
r, 

but he w
on points by carry-

in
g
 a co

n
tro

v
ersial b

all fo
r 

the team
. 

In 1969, he w
as quoted as 

fav
o

rin
g

 th
e in

carceratio
n

 
o
f v

io
le

n
t d

isse
n
te

rs in
 

cam
ps established under the 

E
m

ergency D
etention A

ct of 
1950. (O

nce the dust had set-
tled

 o
n
 th

at rem
ark

, h
e an

-
nounced the W

hite H
ouse's 

d
e
sire

 to
 h

a
v
e
 th

e
 a

c
t 

repealed.) 
H

e w
as th

e au
th

o
r (w

ith
 

th
e th

en
 assistan

t atto
rn

ey
 

general, W
illiam

 R
ehnquist, 

n
o
w

 a S
u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt Ju

s-
tice) o

f th
e p

o
licy

 o
f m

ass 
stre

e
t a

rre
sts d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 

M
ayday antiw

ar dem
onstra-

tio
n
s h

ere is 1
9
7
1
, an

d
 h

is 
d

esig
n

 o
f "O

p
eratio

n
 In

ter-
cep

t" to
 cu

t th
e sm

u
g
g
lin

g
 

o
f m

a
riju

a
n

a
 - in

to
 th

e
 

U
nited S

tates infuriated the 
M

exican governm
ent. 

A
s d

ep
u
ty

 atto
rn

ey
 g

en
-

e
ra

l, K
le

in
d
ie

n
st w

a
s in

 
charge of clearing adm

inis-
tration appointm

ents to fed- 
e
ra

l ju
d

g
e
sh

ip
s, a

n
d

 h
e
 

earned plenty of enem
ies in 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se an
d

 o
n

 
C

apitol H
ill by rejecting po-

litical nom
inees as unquali-

fied. 
T

hose enem
ies cam

e back 
to haunt him

 early last year, 
w

hen M
r. N

ixon nam
ed him

 
to succeed M

itchell as attor-
ney general. 

A
 furor erupted after col-

um
nist Jack A

nderson pub-
lished 'a lobbyist's m

em
oran-

d
u
m

 lin
k
in

g
 th

e settlem
en

t 
o

f an
titru

st cases ag
ain

st 
the International T

elephone 
and T

elegraph C
orp. to the 

co
n
g
lo

m
erate's p

led
g
e o

f 
cash to help bring the 1972 
G

O
P

 C
onvention to S

an D
i-

ego. 
M

an
y

 o
f th

e P
resid

en
t's 

tru
ste

d
 a

id
e
s, in

c
lu

d
in

g
 

John E
hrlichm

an and. H
. R

. 
H

aldem
'an, urged that K

lein-
d
ien

st b
e clu

m
p
ed

 w
h
en

, . 
w

ith
o

u
t clearin

g
 th

e actio
n

 
w

ith
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se, h

e  

d
em

an
d
ed

 o
n
 th

e ev
e o

f 
S

en
ate co

n
firm

atio
n

 th
at 

the hearings on his nom
ina- 

tion be reopened. 
T

h
o

se h
earin

g
s tu

rn
ed

 
in

to
 o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
st a

n
- 

g
u
ish

ed
 ex

p
erien

ces o
f h

is 
career, and he w

as m
ocked 

fo
r h

is c
o

n
sta

n
t n

e
e
d

 to
 

h
av

e h
is "reco

llectio
n
 re-

freshed." B
ut K

leindienst ul-
tim

atel pulled through and 
w

as confirm
ed for the cabi-

n
et jo

b
 last Ju

n
e w

ith
 o

n
ly

 
19 votes against him

. 
P

rivately, K
leindienst has 

told his friends that his only 
,strong resentm

ent from
 the 

hearings is against IT
T

 ex-
ecu

tiv
es, w

h
o
m

 h
e reg

ard
s 

as "so
m

e o
f th

e stu
p
id

est 
people I've ever m

et." 
H

av
in

g
 ach

iev
ed

 o
n

e o
f 

h
is life-lo

n
g
 am

b
itio

n
s b

y
 

b
eco

m
in

g
 atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral 
(h

e h
as ren

o
u

n
ced

 an
y

 d
e-

sire to
 b

e a ju
d
g
e), K

lein
-

dienst w
as \desperate to stay 

in
 th

e
 p

o
st fo

r a
t le

a
st a

 
year. H

ow
ever, it took a trip 

b
y

 G
o

ld
w

a
te

r to
 se

e
 th

e
 

P
resident at C

am
p D

avid to 
b
eat b

ack
 in

tern
al W

h
ite 

H
o

u
se o

b
jectio

n
s to

 K
lein

-
d

ien
st's reap

p
o

in
tm

en
t to

 
the second N

ixon cabinet. 

L
a
st w

e
e
k
e
n
d
 it w

a
s 

K
lein

d
ien

st h
im

self w
h

o
 

w
en

t to
 th

e m
o

u
n

tain
, an

d
 

th
is tim

e th
e m

essag
e w

as 
that he w

ould have to go as 
p
a
rt o

f th
e
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 
cleanup. 

It h
as g

en
erally

 b
een

 as-
sum

ed that K
leindienst, the 

son of an im
poverished rail-

road w
orker from

 W
inslow

, 
A

ri., and a graduate of H
ar-

v
ard

 C
o
lleg

e an
d
 H

arv
ard

 
L

aw
 S

chool, w
ould return to 

P
h
o
en

ix
 w

h
en

 h
e left 

th
e 

governm
ent. 

B
ut he has decided to stay 

in W
ashington—

his w
ife and 

fam
ily

 lik
e it h

ere an
d

 h
e 

w
an

ts n
o

w
 to

 m
ak

e a lo
t of 

m
oney practicing law

 to put 
h
is fo

u
r ch

ild
ren

 th
ro

u
g
h
 

school. 
A

m
idst yesterday's uproar 

K
leindienst m

ade it clear he 
hasn't fallen com

pletely. 
H

e sen
t a m

essag
e to

 a 
lu

n
ch

eo
n

 m
eetin

g
 o

f th
e 

F
ed

e'ral B
ar A

sso
ciatio

n
, 

say
in

g
 h

e w
o

u
ld

 rem
ain

 as 
its president and hoped that 
th

e
 m

e
m

b
e
rsh

ip
 w

o
u
ld

 
"keep up the good w

ork and 
get their asses in gear." 

T
h

at so
u

n
d

ed
 ju

st lik
e 

him
. 

r
 
	

 



Associated Press 

Attorney General Richard G. Kleindienst in front of a portrait of Robert R. Jackson, 
reads the text of his letter of resignation a former attorney general. 


