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Deindienst 
Letter utteg 
DeepRegret' 
Following is the text of 

the letter of resignation of 
Richard G. Kleindienst, at-
torney general of the United 
States. 

Dear Mr. President: 
It is with deep regret 

and after long and search- 
ing thought that I hereby 
submit my resignation as 
Attorney General, to take 
effect upon the appointment 
and qualification of my suc-
cessor. 

Eeven though, as you 
know, I had previously indi-
cated a desire to leave the • government this year for 
family and financial rea- 

• sons, thp circumstances sur-
rounding the disclosures made to me on Sunday, April 15, 1973, by Assistant • Attorney General Petersen, United States Attorney Ti--

▪ 

 tus, and Assistant United States Attorney Silbert, dic-
' tate this decision at this 

time. Those disclosures in- formed me, for the first 
- time, that persons with 

whom I had had close per-
' sonal and professional asso- 

ciations could be involved in 
conduct violative of the laws 
of the United States. Fair 
and impartial enforcement of the law requires that a 
person who has not had 
such intimate relationships be the Attorney General of 
the United States. 

It is not for me to com-
ment now on the tragedy 
that has occurred. However, 
I will always be mindful of 
your charge to me from the 
very beginning that the en- 
tire matter be fully investi- 
gated and that the full ef- 
fect of the law be adminis- 
tered no matter who it might involve or affect. You can be proud of the Depart-
ment of Justice for the man-
ner in which it, from the be-
ginning, has responded to 
that charge. 

Finally, let me express 
my deep personal apprecia- 
tion to you for having ap- pointed me the 68th Attor- ney General of the United 
States. It is the greatest 
honor I shall ever have. I shall always be humbly 
proud to have been a part of 
the Department of Justice 
and to have haci, the oppor- 
tunity to serve my country 
as a part of your administra-
tion. 


