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dates, Mr. Rithardson's first 
hint that he was to shift from 
the Defense Department to the 
Justice Department had come 
Saturday, when the President 
talked- 	with him by telephone. 

Mr. Richardson told a sur- 
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Richardson Draft Surprises Pentagon 
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WASHINGTON, April 30— 
President Nixon's draft of De-
fense Secfetary Elliot L. Rich-
ardson to be Attorney General, 
while sending a shock wave of 
surprise through the top ranks 
of the Pentagon, was not ex-
pected to disrupt the manage-
ment of a defense program that 

At least momentarily the di-
rection of the Pentagon will fall 
to William P. Clements Jr., a 
Texas oilman who has served 
under Mr. Richardson as De-
puty Secretary of Defense. On 
defense policy. Mr. Clements is 
regarded as being considerably 
more conservative than Mr. 
Richardson. 

Mr. Clements figured in the 
immediate speculation as a pos-
sible successor to Mr. Richard-
son, although it was understood 
he would be willing to remain 
as the No. 2 man in the Pent-
agon if the President should 
choose another person to be  

ally the business of the Pen-
tagon had gone on normally. 

Mr. Richardson is leaving 
the Pentagon before he could 
have any direct impact on the 
defense program and at a time 
when the first grumblings of 
criticism about him were be-
ginning to rise in the liberal 
ranks in Congress. 

i ica irony that has 
not escaped him, Mr. Richard-
son's one major act as Secre-
tary of Defense was to close 
some 40 military bases, includ-
ing the Boston Naval Shipyard 
—an action that beclouded his 
political future in his home 
state of Massachusetts though 
perhaps not nationally. 

As they have watched Mr. 
Richardson move from one job 
to another within the Nixon 
Administration and willingly 
accept policy laid down by the 
White House, some of his long-
time friends have come to the 
conclusion that.he is guided by 
a political ambition aim, "  

among Congressional critics of 
the defense budget, who were 
beginning to wonder whether 
he could or would chart any 
new directions in defense pol-
icy. 

In the opinion of their sub-
ordinates, both Mr. Richardson 
and Mr. Clements, after 
evitabl- . - • • 	cation, 
were just beginning to get their 
hands around the job of man-
aging the Pentagon. - 

In the working relationship 
that was evolving between the 
two, Mr. Richardson concentrat-
ed on over-all policy and re-
lations with Congress, wiile Mr. 
Clements specialized in weap-
ons procurement programs as 
well as representing the De-
fense Department in subcom-
mittee meetings of the National 
Security Council. 

Like Mr. Richardson, Mr.. 
Clements, in his caretaker role 
at the Pentagon, inherits a de-
fense policy already set by the 
Administration, with the basic 
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William P. Clements Jr., 
acting chief at Pentagon. 
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Clements, to run the Pentag  
"or a man more skilIR- 

way_s_ of Washington, 
such as Mr. Richardson, who 
cocrld_guide the defense budget 
offer the afifigressionalurdles. 
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direct impact of the.  Water-
gate scandal upon the business 
of the Defense Department. 
While some of Mr. Richard-
son's appointments of top of-
ficials had been delayed, basic- 
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while he tried _to de. 
h owe- 

-To--win--theorifidenee—o 
the milifaiy and the Congres 
sional armed services commit 
tees, who viewed—with---15-mi 
skePtitt2711131IFQifttnna4-  

Gated 
ar—m—lximite—mteremmy7 
deliberately emphasized film 
the outset that he was an ad-
vocate of a ...strung national 
defense" posture. 
• But in the process, he en-
gendered growing uneasiness 
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policies but getting the existin 
ones _thmer-Congress.'r. -

f ___Mr—Rienardson-was—playing 
- tennis yesterday with a news-
_ paper editor when he received 

' telephone -nall"inalftleffiig 

.13  
would be leaving the .Defense 
Department't zion—ttr -go-  to-  the 
Justice Department. 

"Everyone at the meeting 
was dumfounded," one pm-tici-
pant in the meetin,g said. 
was just getting hold of the 
job, and it neverdar.purred 	to 
IITIY-a111:1:1:litithe *MIN leave." 

Later Mr. Richardson issued 
a brief statement saying he had 
"accepted the President's nom-
4ftation--te-te-*ttorney- 
because I believe I have an 
overriding duty to do so." 

Officially, Mr. Richaidioft 
0.0 • 

Tense until his nomination as 
Attorney General is 
by the Senate. But unoarralf;I, 
Mr. Richardson was expected 
to start concentrating immedi-
ately on the investigation of 
the Water to case and 

ment. 
Today, for example, he spent 

considerable time talking to 
Udizetesrirtulent' ettictilfE. _ 

well as individual Senators, try: 
ing, as he explained to report-
ers "to develop some famil-
iarity with the situations con-
fronting the department." 
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