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Watergate Follies in 5 Funny Acts 
By Jack Anderson 

The Watergate Follies, set 
music, would make splendid 
comic opera. Here are just a 
few stranger-than-fiction epi-
sodes: 

The Left-Handed Pitch—G. 
Gordon Liddy, the Watergate 
ringleader, tried to impress a 
couple of girls in Detroit by 
holding his hand over a flam-
ing candle. His hand was so 
badly burned that it almost 
spoiled his Watergate presen-
tation before Attorney Gen-
eral John Mitchell, White 
House counsel John Dean and 
campaign aide Jeb Stuart Ma-
gruder in Mitchell's office on 
Feb. 4, 1972. 

Liddy brought along huge, 
fancy charts to illustrate the 
bugging operation. Because 
he couldn't carry the cumber-
some charts in his injured 
right hand, he juggled them 
awkwardly in his left. This 
trouble with the charts de-
tracted from his otherwise 
slick, Madison Avenue-style 
presentation of the Watergate  

crime there in the citadel of 
liw-and-order. 

Bugging On Credit—Presi-
dent Nixon's fund raisers 
stashed millions in campaign 
boodle across the country, yet 
they still haven't paid for all 
the bugging equipment the 
Watergate wiretappers were 
Trying when they were 
caught. The Committee to Re-
Elect the President still owes 
43,600 to Michael Stevens, 
whose Chicago company sup-
plied the buggers with sophis-
ticated electronic devices. 
*me of the equipment was 
actually in use, but six custom-
made, high frequency trans-
mitters and receivers, four of 
them suitable for bugging 
rOoms, the other two for in-
tercepting phone conversa-
tions, were ordered but never 
picked up. 

One of the conspirators, 
James McCord, surreptitiously 
came for some of the equip-
nient at 3 o'clock one morn-
ing. Through his attorneys, 
McCord acknowledged t h e 
pUrchase and said he had paid 
$5,400 in cash, leaving the bal-
ance due. Devan Shumwey, 
spokesman for the President's  

committee, told us "it would 
be inappropriate to pay any 
such bill for equipment al- 
legedly used for illegal pur-
poses." 

Spy In A Closet—Whodunit 
writer E. Howard Hunt, an-
other Watergate conspirator, 
was assigned to reconnoiter 
the Watergate layout. He tried 
to enter through a dining 
room, but couldn't get a con-
necting door open without 
alarming a guard. 

So the ex-CIA agent re-
mained locked in the dining 
room all night, sleeping in a 
closet. He finally escaped at 
7 a.m. after the office building 
was opened and began to fill 
with people. 

Aliases and Disguises—The 
Three Stooges of the Water-
gate Follies—Liddy, Hunt and 
McCord—took elaborate pre-
cautions to conceal their ne-
farious activities. Hunt some-
times wore a preposterous red 
wig to go with his patrician 
looks. All three used assumed 
names, carried falSe identifi-
cation, communicated by pay 
phones and exchanged cryptic 
messages. 

Liddy's most succ es sful  

pseudonym was "George," the 
real first name he never uses. 
One day, Watergate conspira-
tor Bernard Barker called Lid-
dy's White House office and 
asked for "George." Puzzled,,::: 
Liddy's secretary said there;C:; 
was a phone call for George::: 
"Just who is George?" de-
manded George Gordon Lid- 
dy. 

Oliver's Secret — Hundreds 
of thousands of dollars were 
spent on the Watergate bug-
ging and its consequences. 
Lost in all the hullaballoo has 
been the intelligence that the 
Republicans got for their 
money. 

A wiretap was successfully 
installed on the office phone 
of Democratic Party official 
Spencer Oliver. The first 
problem was that there were 
two Spencer Olivers, father 
and son. The most momentous 
information picked up by the 
wiretappers was that one of 
the Spencer Olivers was plan-
ning a trip to either North 
Carolina or South Carolina to 
talk to North Carolina's for-
mer governor, Terry Stanford. 
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