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Pravda’s First Story
On Watergate Case

Washington Post Service

’ Moscow
Readers of Pravda, the of-

ficial Soviet newspaper,

learned for the first time
yesterday that something
called the ‘“Watergate Af-
fair” was going on in Wash-
ington. -
Prayda spelled out “Wat.

b

ergate” phonetically in Rus-
sian, but it failed to spell out
any details of the scandal. A
brief dispatch from Tass,
the government news agen-
¢y, reported that L. Patriek
Gray III, had resigned as
acting director of the FBI.
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Tass quotes Gray as saying’
he had to resign because of
“serious accusations” made
against him in connection
with his participation in the
investigation into the “Wat~
ergate Affair.” i

Until now the Soviet press§

. has completely ignored Wat-

ergate, apparently out of a
desire not toinsult Pregident’
Nixon. Yesterday Pravda.
readers learned that there
was a ‘“‘scandal” — the word
was attributed to the Wash-
ington-Post — and thatitin.
volved an attempt to put a
listening device in the Dem-
ocratic Party’s offices.
There was no hint in
Pravda’s story that the
White House or even the Re-,

- publican Party was involved

in this “affair.”



