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T HE FORGOTTEN factor in the Watergate case is that it was only the most dramatic part of a much wider political conspiracy. Everybody seems to be con-centrating now on punishing the people who planned, financed or approved the illegal espionage of the Democrats at the Watergate, but very little attention is being paid to the people who organized the disrup-tion and sabotage of the 
Democrats in the presi-
dential campaign. 

Everybody now seems 
to be saying that we have 
to get at the facts of the 
burglary and bugging of 
the Democratic headquar-
ters, and see that the peo-
ple who broke the law, 
committed perjury or ob-
structed justice be pun-
ished. 

But this is one of those 
complicated problems 
where the people who ac-
tually broke the law may 
have done less damage 
than the people who mere-
ly evaded the law. 

Maybe the espionage by Liddy, McCord and the other convicted conspirators — though it was a clear violation of the law — was not as disruptive of the American political process as the money corrup-tion of Stens and the other Republican fund raisers,:or the calls in the night, the dirty tricks and sabotage against Muskie, McGovern and Humphrey. 
* * * 

0 if there is now to be a total disclosure of the 
S 

 corruption in the laSt presidential campaign, it will not be good enough to deal with the problem of espio-nage at the Watergate. 
It will also have to go beyond the espionage, th

• 

e burglary and bugging in Washington, to the sabotage of the Democratic candidates, and the corruption: of how money was raised, concealed and finally:diverted to finance not only espionage but sabotage. 

The fundamental menace to the integrity of the American political process is not these clumsy crimi-nal wire-tappers at the Watergate, but the cunning characters around the President, some of them in the White House, who were not breaking the law, but what is worse, breaking the rules of decent political competition: paying youngsters to infiltrate oppositibn headquarters, corrupting them to pretend they were loyal Muskie, or McGovern "volunteers," and getting them to pass back information that could be used against the Democrats they were pretending to sup-port. 
* * * 

T HIS is the aspect of the last presidential campaign  that has been overlooked. The people who were in-volved in the Watergate espionage operations are in terrible trouble, but the people who were involved in the dirty tricks of political sabotage are in the clear, and the irony of it is that the legal sabotage is in many ways more serious than the illegal espionage at the Watergate. 
You don't have to break the law like these Water-gate burglars to influence presidential elections. You can merely organize a Department of Dirty Tricks on the side. • 
You can get your .young guys to volunteer in op-position headquarters, and pass on the opposition can-didate's schedule and the advance text of his speech, and arrange for people to heckle him, and tell off the television people-in advance, so that the confrontation makes good pictures for the network news shows. . 

* . * * 

NOW there is a brutal and conspicuous corruption in American politics, amoral apathy and spiritual bewilderment in the land, and the chances are that:it won't be removed by indicting the culprits in the Wat-ergate, or cleaning out the White House staff. 
Henry Kissinger said in New York the other day that after all the tragedies of the Watergate are over, after justice is done, "then we will have to ask air-, selves whether we should not keep in mind that the United States will be there longer than any particular crisis . . ." 
It is a good point. He said that he had no doubt that President Nixon would "insist on the full disclo-sure of the facts . . . Then," he added, "we have to ask ourselves whether we can afford an orgy of recrimina-tion." 
Well, nobody wants an "orgy of recrimination" or would deny the need for compassion, but the Water-gate characters are really not the main thing. The people who raised the money and concealed its source and the people who organized the sabotage of the American political process are probably more to blame than the burglars at the Watergate. 
Watergate and the courts are not the end of all this, but only the beginning. 
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