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President
Ponders

A Way Out

WASHINGTON — (AP)
— President Nixon was
alone in the seclusion of
his Blue Ridge mountain-
top retreat today, appar-
ently to chart a course
through the grave prob-
lems the Watergate rev-
elations are bringing his
administration.

He made the flight on
short notice to Camp David,
Md., late last evening, afew
hours after naming a tempo-
rary successor to L. Patrick

Gray: III, who resigned un-
der fire as head of the FBI.

'His embattled aides, do-

"mestic adviser John Ehr-

lichman and chief of staff H.
R. Haldeman — frequent
companions on such prob-
lem - solving trips — re-
mained behind amidst. re-
ports they are fighting for
their jobs.
Ellsberg Trial

In a freakish turn, the

Watergate case threatened -

to disrupt the Pentagon Pa-
pers’ trial of Daniel Ellsberg
and Anthony Russo in Los
Angeles, ‘with official dis-
closure that two Watergate
defendants burglarized the
office of Ellshberg’s psychia-
trist for his records.

The dppeintment of Wil-
liam- J.
serve as acting head of:the
FBI until a: permanent suc-
cessor can be found, cli-
maxed an eventful day in
the tangled Watergate after-
math that saw these devel-
opments:

@ Gray, the acting FBI
director who had already
withdrawn his nomination
for permanent -chief, quit
“to preserve in-both image
and fact the reputation, the
integrity and the effective-
ness of the FBI.” The resig-
nation - followed disclosure
that he destroyed documents
from the safe of convicted
Watergate conspirator E.
Howard Hunt.

@ Ehrlichman admitted
being present when the doc-

Ruckelshaus, to

uments were handed to
-Gray, but denied he ordered
their destruction. ,

@ Ehrlichman alsc ac-

knowledged he met with rep-
of financier

resentatives
Robert L. Vesco who con-
tributed $200,000 to the Nix-
on re-election campaign. But
he said he took Stepsto keep
Vesco associates from
claiming White House sup-
port for a Lebanese bank
deal.

@ The Secretary of Com-
merce accepted ‘“‘with re-
grets” the sudden resigna-
tion of Jeb Stuart Magruder,

© former deputy director of

the Nixon campaign, who
has become a central char-
acter in the Watergate
probe.

Haldeman and Ehrlich-
man were along on the Pres-
ident’s publicized trip yes-
terday with Sen. John C.

Stennis over the tlood area
in west Mississippi. Report-
ers. asked to meet with |
them; they refused. ‘

For the weekend, howev-
er, the President was alone
in the Catoctin Mountains, a
favorite retreat in times of
crisis. He canceled a sched-
uled meeting today with his
economic advisers.

Dean Statement

The New York Times re-
ported today that White
House counsel John Dean IIT
told federal prosecutors he
will not testify on alleged
wrongdoing by Haldeman
and Ehrlichman without
being granted ummunity
from further prosecution.

The prosecutors and Déan
could not be reached for
comment. '

The Times, quoting asso-
ciates, also said Ehrlichman
and Haldeman’s battle to re-
tain their positions delayed
the President’s decision on
what steps to take.

In a broadeast interview
in Topeka, Kan., Sen. Robert
E. Dole said the two aides
should resign because of the
embarrassment for the
President ‘and his Adminis-
tration. The former Republi-
can National Committee
thairman was one of many
GOP congressmen clamor-
ing for a quick resolution of
the widening scandal.

Resignation
- In announcing his resigna-
tion .Gray called attention to
“serious allegations con-
cernir}g certain acts of my
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own during the ongoing Wat-
ergate investigation that are

now. a matter of public re- .
cord.” Earlier his homestate £
senator and friend Sen. Low-"

ell P: Weicker (R-Cont)
said Gray: told him he de-
stroyed two™files given him
by Dean and' Ehrlichman
without knowing their con-
tents.

Weicker said Gray. was
told by the men the files
““should never see the light
of day.”

Ehrlichman confirmed the
materials were from the
White House safe of Hunt,
opened after he became im-
plicated: in the burglary of
Democratic Party headquar-

ters in Watergate last June’

17. But he denied asking
they be destroyed. ‘
‘Fabrications’
.They reportedly are docu-

ments fabricated by Hunt

~one falsely linking top offi-
' cials in the John'F. Kennedy
administration to the assas-
sination of -South Vietdam-
ese President Ngo Dinh
Diem in 1963, the other deal-
ing with Sen. Edward M.
‘Kemnedy and the Chappa-
quiddick tragedy.

Hunt a CIA agent for 21
years was given anoffice in
the White House when he
was hired as a consulianton
among other things the leak
of-the Pentagon Papers. G.
Gordon Liddy also convicted

in the Watergate conspiracy

worked with him on some:

projects. :
Their names surfaced in
the Ellsherg-Russo trial out
of the jury’s hearing when
U.S District Court Judge
Matt Byrne read a memo-

randum from Watergate

prosecutor Farl J. Silbert
saying he had ‘“received in-
formation that at a date un-
specified Gordon Liddy and
Howard Hunt burglarized
the office of a psychiatrist of
Daniel FElisherg to obtain
psychiatrist’s files relating
to Elishere.”



