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White House counsel 
John W. Dean III report-
edly told President Nixon 
on March 20 that "to save 
the Presidency" Dean and 
Mr. Nixon's top two dep-
uties — H. R. Haldeman 
and John Ehrlichman — 
would have to disclose all 
they knew about the Wa-
tergate bugging case and 
face the possible conse-
quences of going to jail. 

Hopeful that Haldeman 
and Ehrlichman might fol-
low suit at the. President's 
urging, Dean on April 6 told 
federal prosecutors all he 
knew about the bugging and 
a subsequent White House 
coverup, according to three 
reliable sources. 

But Haldeman and Ehr-
lichman apparently balked 
at the idea of incriminating 
themselves, leading to the 
current state of confusion 
and warfare between indi-
viduals inside the  White 
House, the sources said. 

"For a while, John was 
feeling very high because he 
felt they were all finally 
going to do the right thing. 
It was his understanding  

that an agreement had been 
reached. Then it collapsed 
because Haldeman and Ehr-
lichman said they didn't 
think they had to be indicted 
to save the situation." 

Dean's statement last 
week that he will not be-
come a "scapegoat" in the 
Watergate case, according 
to the sources, was prompt-
ed by what the presidential 
counsel regards as a betray-
al by Haldeman and Ehr-
lichman. 

"Instead of agreeing to-co-
operate," one Dean asso-
ciate said, "they are telling 
the  President that Jahn 
(Dean) should walk th e 
plank for all of them." 

According to his associate, 
Dean told the President he 
intended to disclose all he 
knows to the grand jury re-
gardless of whether Halde-
man and Ehrlichman fol-
lowed suit. "Otherwise the 
presidency would be de-
stroyed," the associate quot-
ed Dean as saying. 

Another associate, also a 
White House official, gave a 
slightly different account, 
stating that Dean had been 
assured that Haldeman and 
Ehrlichman would also vol. 
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unteer all they knew to the 
Watergate case prosecutors. 

According to the sources, 
Haldeman and Ehrlichman 
are  conceding that they 

$. gave general autho, §- to 
Dean and other pers s for 
an overall, legal espionage 
campaign, and for the ille-
gal coverup of the bugging. 

Both men, according to 
numerous sources, intend to 
resign their White House 

-posts, but probably not until 
indictments in the Water-
gate case are handed down. 
By waiting . to resign, the 
sources said, Haldeman and 
Ehrlichman hope to leave 
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June 17 never to discuss the 
bugging with Mr. Nixon and 
that they would transmit 
any messages on the subject 
that Dean cared to convey. 

Although there was, no 
suggestion that either Halde-
man o r Ehrlichman ap-
proved plans for the Water-
gate operation, the sources 
said Dean told the President 
that his two top deputies had 
detailed knowledge of the 
coverup of involvement by 
presidential aides in the 
bugging and that they had 
authorized Dean's activities 
in the coverup. 

ORDER 
Following h i s meeting 

with t h e President, the 
sources reported, Dean was 
sent to the presidential re-
treat at Camp David to put 
his thoughts in order and 
commit his recollection of 
events on paper. 

On March 22, meanwhile, 
L. Patrick Gray III, under 
questioning by Senator Rob-
ert Byrd (Dem.-W. Va.), 
conceded to a Senate com-
mittee that Dean "probably 
lied", to the FBI during the 
FBI's investigation of the 
Watergate affair. G r ay 's 
statement, made during Sen-
ate confirmation hearings on 
his nomination to be perma- 
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nent director of the FBI, 
was 'the strongest public link 
to that time between Dean 
and a possible coverup of 
White House involvement in 
the Watergate case. 

While at Camp David, 
Dean received a highly pub-
licized call from President 
Nixon on March 26, express-
ing full confidence in him. 
The sources suggested that 
the call was intended to re-
assure Dean that the Presi-
dent supported his decision 
to disclose his knowledge of 
the bugging and coverup to 
investigators, and that.  the 
President would later ex-
plain the phone call publicly 
in that manner. 

RETURN 
Dean returned to Washing-

ton from Camp David ex-
pecting in the words of one 
source, that "everbody ' 
would stand up and say 
`Yes, we were responsible 
and  the President knew 
nothing about this. We are 
prepared to accept the con-
sequences and will cooper-
ate, with the grand jury in-
vestigation.' " 
Instead, the sources said, 

Dean concluded that the 
President had been con-
vinced by Haldeman and 
Ehtlichman to "keep Josses 
to a minimum." In the'words 
of one, there had beep a de-
cision "to sacrifice John 
Dean while trying to dis-
courage the indictment of 
Haldeman a n d Ehrlich-
man." 

Another source with close 
connections to the highest 
levels in the Republican par-
t y said that "Dean, in 
March, said he wanted to 
blow this up. Dean has at-
tempted to be honest, but he 
w a s taking orders from 
Haldeman and Ehrliehnian. 
Honesty and following those 
orders were inconsistent -
so Dean broke ranks." 

One White House source 
said o f the situation: 
"Haldeman is finished, but 
Ehrlichman is not in so 
much trouble. However, the 
President has conveyed the 
feeling that he does not feel 
he has all the information 
now .l.,. : this is going to take 
a long time to work itself 
out." 
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JAIL 
"John Dean told the Presi-

dent that there had to be a 
complete disclosure b y 
everyone and that he would 
testify freely and go to jail," 
a Dean associate said ear-
lier this week. "He was will 
ing to do it if there was a 
real cleanup and Haldeman 
and Ehrlichman were just 
as free in their testimony 
and agreed to accept the 
consequences." 

The Dean associate, whose 
account was confirmed by 'a 
former White House official 
with close ties to high-level 
members of the President's 
staff added: 

the WhiteHouse without 
their names. being tied to 
criminal activities. The Wat-
ergate grand jury is known 
to be investigating the possi-
ble involvement of both men 
in the coverup. 

Frank. H. StricIder, one of 
, the attorneys representing 
Haldeman and Ehrlichman, 
was apprised of the asser-
tions made by the Post's 
sources, and said he would 
have no comment on them. 

The sources reported that 

Dean told Mr. Nixon on 
March- 20 'that several other 
current and past members 
of the White House staff, in 
addition to Haldeman and 
Ehrlichman, might have to 
go to jail if full disclosure of 
the facts were made. The 
list includes at least one offi-
cial whose name has not yet 
surfaced in the case. 

According to several relia-
ble sources, Dean told Presi-
dent Nixon on March 20 that 
Haldeman and Ehrlichman 
had instructed him after 


