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GOP Spy’s

‘Paymﬁster

By Lou Cam(on

 Washington Post Staff Writer :

'l‘he Departmeint of Inte-
rior has fired a former
Nixon campaign official who
paid a George Washington
University student” $150 &
week to - spy on rad1ca1
groups.

Al department spokesman -

said that George K. Gorton
was'told to leave because of
’ “adverse
roundlng hlS role in /the

election campaign, when-he .

. served asinational college
director of the: Nixon re
election campaign and as
deputy to Kenneth S. Rietz.

Rietz, 31, director of the

*New Majority Campaign”

at the Republican National ;

Committee, quit abruptly.on
Monday to aceept a job vv1th
‘"MGM Records.

In a telephone mtemew
yesterday Rietz said from
Los Angeles -that he had
helped find Gorton the job
at Interior “because he did a
good job in the campaign.”

But Rietz flatly denied re-
ports that either he or Gor-
ton recrulted young voters

presidenti ,_.pampalgn

“To say that I master-
minded a spy Tring of kids to
spy on McGovern is ridicu-
lous,” Rietz said. “If there
was any spying to be done,
they should have been doing

t on.us’
Despite Rietz’ denial, Sen-

See RIETZ, A25, Col. 1

- publicity” sur-.

. recruitments,”  the

) RIETZ From A1
ate sources confirmed that

sy, Herbert L. (Bart) Porter had
'.. testified to Senate investiga-

tors that Rietz had recruited
four or five young people to
infiltrate MecGovern cam-
paign organizations. Porter
was in charge of schedules
for the Committee for the
Re-election of the President.

The information that Rietz
was about to be linked to-the
espionage; campaign was
also learned by Republican

National Committee Chair- -

man George Bush, other
sources said, who asked
Rietz for his resignation

within an hour.

A Republican source close
to the administration said
that the Rietz operation in-
volved “many little Water-
gates” directed at Demo-
cratic candldate headquar-
ters.

“The George Washington
pattern was repeated over
and over with other campus
source
said.

Rietz said that Theodore
F. Brill, chairman of the
Young Republican organiza-
tion at George Washington,
was the only person hired
for espionage activity. Brill,
20, was quoted in- a March

11 story in The Washington

Post as saying that he was
assigned to infiltrate a
peace vigil at the White
House and on one occasion
to help arrange for arrest of
the demgnstrators on drug
offenses.

“Brill was the only one,”
Rietz said. '

Gorton acknowledged that
‘he hired and paid Brill,

_Po‘lice Wiretap Bill
Vetoed in Indiana

INDIANAPOLIS Ind,
April 25 (UPI)——Cltmg 1n-
formation leaks in the
Watergate grand jury in-
vestigation, Indiana Gov.
Otis Bowen today vetoed a
bill that would have legal-
izde w1retapp1ng by po-
lice.

“Serious doubts exist as

. to the potential for in-
fringing upon the rights
of innocent citizens and
the role of electronic sur-
veﬂlance in obtaining con-
victions,” Bowen said.

“Eents of the past few
yvears, including
from: the grand jury inves-
tigating the Watergate af-
fair, indicate that the abil-
ity to’ maintain confiden-
tiality of information is
very much open to ques-
tion.”

leaks -

whose reports ‘weré paSsed
on to Rietz. A§ked whether
he thought this activity was,
in retrospect, a mistake,
Rietz replied:

“It wasn’t a mistake or an
asset. We were trying to col-
lect information on a radical
group as to what they might
do in Miami or elsewhere.
We didn’t do it anywhere
else because the opportunity
did not arise.”

After the election, Rletz
said he tried to keep track
of people who had per-
formed well in the election
campaign and help them
find jobs. He identified Gor-
ton, 25, as’one of these; and
said he had provided refer-
ences for him.

While he was attempting
to find a job, it was learned,
Gorton used Rietz’s tele-
phone number at the Repub-
lican National Committee as
aplace he could be reached

by prospective employers.

Republican sources said
the White House, first at-
tempted to place Gorton at
the State Department, but
he was considered “tod’ hot
to handle” and turned away.
He was then sent by the
WBute House to Action,
wheie new director Mmhael
Bal#iing rejected: him. -

Finally, Gorton was
placéd at the Department of
Interior and detailed to the
Bicentennial Commission.

“It never worked out be-
eause' of adverse pubhclty,”
said Bob Kelly, a public in-
formation officer at Interior.
He said he believed the pub-
licity was the story in the
Washington Post in which
Gorton conflrmed that he
had hired and paid Brill.

Rietz said he had told
Bush last week ‘that he was
quitting to accept a post as
business affairs assistant to
Mike Curb, president of
MGM Records

“I've been involved in po-
litics every day for 12 years,
and“ there’s not a Jlot of
money to be made in it,”
Rietz said. “You have to do
things at an appropriate
time, and this just fits.”

Rietz said he became
friends with Curb, 31, at the
GOP convention in Miami
and that Curb “feels that I

‘have a Iot to contribute on
- what young people are

thinking about.”

Only last March 1, Rietz
had looked forward to two
yvears of service at the Re-
publican National Commit-
tee as héad of the “New Ma-
jority” drive aimed at con-
vineing Democrats and inde-
pendents who voted for
President Nixon to back
GOP congressional candi-
dates in 1974.
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