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WASHINGTON, April 25 - 
Vice President Agnew reiter-
ated his faith in President 
Nixon today but conceded for 
the first time that some of the 
speculation on the Watergate 
scandal might eventually be 
substantiated. 

"We are inundated with ru-
mor, hearsay, grand jury leaks, 
speculation and statements from 
undisclosed sources," he said 
at a brief, hastily arranged ap-
pearance before reporters and 
television cameras. "It is en-
tirely possible that some of this 
may be proven later to be ac- 
curate. And, if it is, it must be 
confronted forthrightly at that 
time." 

It was the Vice President's 
first public utterance on the 
subject since the 1972 cam-
paign. When he finished, he de-
clined to answer questions and 
simply left the newsmen with 
copies of his remarks. 

Displeasure Was Rumored 
In the last few days, several 

news reports have suggested 
that Mr. Agnew was displeased 
with the way the White House 
had dealt with the growing 
scandal and was being advised 
to dissociate himself from the 
people now identified with it. 

Nevertheless, the Vice Pres-
ident said today that he had 
"full confidence in the integrity 
of President Nixon and in his 
determination and ability to re-
solve hte Watergate matter to 
the full satisfaction of the 
American people." 

The usually jovial Mr. Agnew 
was stern and unsmiling as he 
addressed reporters jammed 
into his tiny conference room 
in the old Executive Office 
Building next door to the White 
House. 

Pressure Conceded 
He stepped quickly from an 

adjoining office to a lectern 
studded with dozens of micro-
phones, read his 314-word 
statement in just under 90 sec-
onds, turned and disappeared 
into the room from which he 
had entered. 
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tain that the public understands 
that one does not condone 
illegal conduct." 

Yet, he added,tsuch commen 
would be unfair to the individ-
uals being questioned by a Fed-
eral grand jury here and could 
threaten any defendant's right 
to a fair trial. 

That was a position he took 
throughout his travels last year 
as the chief surrogate of the 
Republican Presidential cam-
paign and as its major messen-
ger of the premise that Sena-
tor George McGovern, the Dem-
ocratic candidate, was a man 
the American people could not 
trust. 

Earlier Statements Cited 
The fact that he did enter-

tain the possibility that some 
of the "rumor, hearsay, grand 
jury leaks, speculation and 
statements from undisclosed 
sources" might be proven later 
to be accurate represented a 
departure from his previbus 
positions on the subject. 

Last September, for instance, 
he told reporters in Minneapolis 
that the apprehension of five 
men in the headquarters of the 
'bemocra tic National Committee 
was a "set-up" designed to 
embarrass the Republicans and 
damage their Presidential 
campaign. 

Later, he called it a "calcu-
lated attempt to prove corrup-
tion on the part of the Ad-
ministration" and said it had 
"fallen flat as a pancake in the 
eyes of the American people." 

In Chicago in October he said 
he was not bothered by OM 
tions of political morality "oe-
cause I know they do not 
extend to the White House." 

A reporter asked how he 
knew. 

"Because an investigation 
has been made by the Presi-
dent and he has made the 
statement that it doesn't," Mr. 
Agnew responded. 

More Say More Later 
Moreover, throughout the en-

tire campaign, the Vice Presi-
dent, both in public- and pri-
vate, seemed rather uninterest-
ed in the subject of Watergate, 
telling one reporter on his 
campaig nplane that he did not 
want to discuss it "because 
there are so many more im-
portant things to talk about." 

Today, however, he dealt en-
tirely with the scandal, and 
concluded by saying that he 
might have more to say on it 
later. 

As usual, the Vice President  

was dressed immaculately, and 
his face was deeply tanned 
from an Easter holiday in Palm 
Springs, Calif. But missing from 
his left lapel was the tiny 
American flag he had worn in 
public appearances for years. 

Coincidentally, when Presi-
dent. Nixon went before the 
cameras last wek to make his 
statement on recent Watergate 
developments, the little flag 
hat he too had >worn so long 
was also missing•from his lapel. 

TEXT OF STATEMENT 
Recently I have noticed a 

number of reports that un-
named "associates" and "ad-
visers" of mine have com-
mented about my reaction to 
the Watergate matter. Let me 
emphasize that I do not 
speak through such unidenti-
fied sources. Whenever I 
have something to say, I 
will say it directly — just as 
I am doing now. 

At the outset, I want to 
make it very clear that I have 
full confidence in the in-
tegrity of President Nixon 
and in his determination and 
ability to resolve the Water-
gate matter to the full satis-
faction of the American peo-
ple. 

As to the case itself, be-
yond the fact that seven men 
were indicted, tried and con-
victed of criminal acts, not 
much reliable information is 
currently available. We are  

inundated with rumor, 
hearsay, grand jury leaks, 
speculation and statements 
from undisclosed sources. It 
is entirely possible that some 
of this may be proven later 
to be accurate. And if it is, it 
must be confronted forth-
rightly at that time. But the 
problem is that presently it is 
virtually impossible to sepa-
rate fact from fiction. Jump-
ing to conclusions before the 
evidence is all in can adver-
sely affect the integrity of 
our criminal investigative 
processes. 

I am aware that pressure 
is being brought to bear on 
Republican office holders 
from the President on down 
to comment on this matter. 
And there is a great tempta-
tion to comment — if only to 
make certain that the public 
understands that one does 
not condone illegal conduct. 
However, to speculate for 
such a self-serving purpose 
would be unfair to those un-
der investigation who may 
be subsequently discharged 
by the grand jury. Equally 
important, careless comment 
might easily compromise the 
prosecution's position by pre-
judicing the right of a de-
fendant to a fair trial. For 
these reasons I will have 
nothing further to say on the 
substance of the matter at 
this time. I may have more 
to say later. 

"Why isn't he answering 
questions?" a reporter shouted. 

"Because he doesn't want 
to," replied J. Marsh Thomp-
son, Mr. Agnew's press secre-
tary. 

His prepared remarks did 
little to illuminate what the 54-
year-old Vice President thinks 
about the scandal that many 
believe will have a substantial 
impact on his own political 
future. 

He did concede, however, 
that he and other Republican 
leaders had been under some 
pressure to comment publicly 
on the matter. "And there is 
great temptation to comment," 
he said, "if only to make cer- 

Continued on Page 34,Column 1 


