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D
ole: 'F

ire A
ll Im

plicate  
P

reid
en

t °O
w

es It to
 th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

 P
arty

' 
W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 (N
N

S) 
S

en. R
obert J. D

ole, w
ho 

headed the R
epublican N

a-
tional C

om
m

ittee during the 
1
9
7
2
 p

resid
en

tial electio
n
 

cam
p
aig

n
, say

s P
resid

en
t 

N
iiiian ow

es it to the party, 
and:to the presidency itself, 
to 	

every W
hite H

ouse 
aide rem

otely im
plicated in 

the W
atergate scandal. 

S
p
eak

in
g
 o

u
t after a lo

n
g
 

self-im
posed silence, D

ole, 
G

O
P

 "as--a-party 
frail January, 1971, until he 
w

as abruptly replaced this 
past January, said in an in-
terview

 yesterday that the 
G

O
P

 "as a party is blam
e-

less" in
 th

e W
aterg

ate af-
fair ;  

T
he b

lam
e, h

e said
, b

e- 

longs to a "sm
all group" of 

th
e P

resident's m
en —

 but 
not the P

resident him
self, in 

D
o
le's v

iew
 —

 m
en

 w
h
o
 

"cam
e in

to
 th

e p
o
litics at 

th
e to

p
." 

"T
h
ey

 w
ere p

art o
f th

e 
A

dm
inistration, but not part 

o
f th

e p
arty

," D
o
le said

. 
"T

hey didn't know
 politics 

or 
people, they knew

 only 
pow

er and arrogance." 
T

he distinction D
ole draw

s 
—

 one he adm
its the public 

is unlikely to buy —
 is be-

tw
een

 th
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 N
a-

tional C
om

m
ittee and its lo-

cal and state officials, w
hich 

he calls "the party," and the  

unit know
n as the C

om
m

it-
tee to R

e-E
lect the President 

(C
R

E
E

P
), d

escrib
ed

 as a 
"sort of superstructure im

-
posed on the party for the 
cam

paign." 
"T

 h e presidential cam
-

p
aig

n
 w

as tig
h
tly

 h
eld

 b
y
 

th
is g

ro
u
p
," D

o
le

 sa
id

. 
"T

hey had the m
oney and 

w
ith it they had the pow

er. 
It w

as fru
stratin

g
 at th

e 
tim

e, b
u
t w

e u
n
d
ersto

o
d
 

very early they w
ere going 

to run it, and w
e w

ere going 
to be excluded. I w

as pow
er- 

less to do anything. O
ur in- 

, 
P

ut w
as m

inim
al." 

R
eferring, for exam

ple, to 

R
O

B
E

R
T

 D
O

L
E

 
B

reaks W
atergate silence 

f or m
 e r A

ttorney G
eneral 

John M
itchell, w

ho headed 
C

R
E

E
P

 fo
r a tim

e, D
o
le 

said: 
"I don't know

 w
hat M

itch-
ell's connection w

ith the par- 
ty w

as before N
ixon brought 

him
 in w

ith him
. H

e (N
ixon) 

also brought. in H
aldem

an 
and C

hapin and M
agruder 

and all the others. 
H

. R
. H

ald
em

an
 is th

e 
W

hite H
ouse chief of staff, 

P
resident's form

er appoint-
D

w
ig

h
t C

h
ap

in
 w

 a s th
e 

„m
entsft4ptvetary, and Jeb 

Stuart M
acruder w

as form
er 

w
ecial presidential _assist-

an
t an

d
 C

R
E

E
P

's N
o
. 2

 
m

an. 	
• 

‘D
o
le claim

ed
 h

e raised
 

4 questions about the W
ater-

gate incident w
hen he w

as 
national chairm

an but got 
no answ

ers. 
"T

hey kept saying it w
as 

ju
st a o

n
e-d

ay
 sto

ry
, o

r a 
one-w

eek story, or a vendet-
ta by the W

ashington Post," 
he recalled. 

D
ole, w

ho reportedly w
as 

elbow
ed out of the national 

chairm
anship by som

e of 
th

ese sam
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

aides after the el e c ti o n, 
says he now

 has only com
-

passion "for som
e of them

." 
"T

he pushers are getting 
pushed, now

," D
ole said, 

adding that there are-tim
e
 

in. ..the party w
ho "go ' to 

sleep at night w
ith a.sm

ile 
on their face." 	
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