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Told of Bug' Shiold .  for Mitchell 
So Links Could Be Denied 

By John If anrahan 
Washiustp Yrtt„Staff Wrtter., 

ident Nixon'S' chief' 	1  • • 
counsel, John W.( 
said prior to the b g- 	M 	RD, Froth Al 

le rig of the Watergate that In the memo, dated March 
the ,operation would have 26, McGerd said that the 
to be carried Out in such a Watergate bugging was 
,manner that then Attorney planned sometime after mid-

: General John N. Mitchell February orlast year at a 
-,would -be able to deny his meeting that included Mitch-
',own involvement in it ati a 1 ell, Dean, Liddy and aeti- 
future . date, according to . 	 Stuart Magruder, former 
information provided a fed- 	White House aide and later 
eral grand jury here. 	deputy campaign chief. Mc- 

The allegation was made Cord said Liddy told him 
in a mentorandum from ton- that. Magruder t contacted 
victecl,Watergate conspirator 1 Mitchell to arrange the 
James W. McCord Jr. to-the 1 meeting. 

In direct testimony to the 
"grand jury April 7. ilifeCord 
alio said: 

• Mitchell "arranged for 
me to have access to FBI 
files on material or data," 
especially in regard to dem-
onstrations that were being 
`planned by various-radical 
(groups at the Republican 
iconvention in Miami. 

• 'Robert C. Mardian; for-
mer deputy attorney general 
in charge, o 	e Internal Se- 
curity Divis 

grand jury. McCord said he 
Was told 'about Dean's state-
ment by his fellow Water-
gate conspirator, G. Gordon 

-Liddy. 
K. McCord also told the 

< a and jury that his fellow 
spirator E. Howard Hunt 
and Hunt s- late wife. 

Othy, conveyed to him 

the message late last year 
that he could obtain clem-
eNY',froln President Nixon 
after Serving a short time in 
jail if he remained silent at 
his trial and did not impli-
cate others in' the Watergate 
plot. 

McCord said he assumed 
the offer was arranged by 
attorneys for the Committee • 
for. the Re-election of the 
President. The White House 
yesterday denied any knowl-
edge of any deal for clem-
ency for McCord. 

A. copy. of McOOrtl's memo 
was obtained by columnist 
Jack Anderson who yester-
day permitted reporters to 
examine it and copies of 
grand jury transcripts he,  

has obtained. Anderson re-
cently has been publishing 
colinms based on the grand 
jury-transcripts.  

See McCORD, AS, t ol. 4 

McCord said Liddy told 
him that the discussion at-
the meeting "covered the 
pros , and cons of-, various 
bugging:type onerations." 
No decision was matte at the 
meeting about proceeding 
with the operation, McCord 
said, "but the impression,- 
Liddy had seems to be that 
the operation would; be ap-
proved." 

"A few days later," Mc1  
Cord-said, "Dean told-Liddy 
that a way would have to be 
worked out to undertake the 
operation without directly 
involving the Attorney Gen-
eral 'to that he would have 
deniabty about it at a fu-
ture date. 

"Dean told Liddy at this 
time that the funding for 
the operation would subse-
quen come to hint 
throughother than (the) 
regular Committee for the 
Re-election funding mecha-
nism so that there would be 
no record of lt. This was not 
further explained to me." 

McCord mid that about 30 
days af,the meeting in 
Mitchell's office in the Jus- 

tice Department, "Liddy 
told me that the operation 
`had been approved' and 
that the funding for it 
would be through shortly. 
My impression was that this 
word of appreyalsame from 
Dean,,,dompalliiS was not 
sPeCificallY stated by Liddy., 
Dean was Liddy's Jegal 
counterpart at the -;"±iirliite.  
House ..." 

McCord told the grand 
j 	e memo was a copy 
of 	one he previously had.. 
given4 to investigators for 

.the Senate select committee 
that is conducting its own 
probe into the Watergate 
bugging and other acts of 
political espionage and sabo-
igge during last year's pres-
idential campaign. 

In his memo, McCord left 
open the possibility that 
some key ,evidence pertain-
ing to the February, 1972, 
meeting may still exist. 

McCord said that Liddy, 
in preparing for the meet-
ing, had an unnamed firm 
prepare large charts at a'• 
cost of $7,000. He did not din-
close specifically what was 
on thair charts. McCord said 
Liddy'lold him that Dean 
told 'him to destroy the 

charts after the meeting, "but 
Liddy said that he had paid 
so "'much for them that he 
did not plan- • to do so." 

Also in preparation for the, 
meeting, McCord said, Liddy 
had drafted out hi lbng:-  

hand ,budget figures for 
various items of expense, and 
hadk discussed this and cer-
taintdetails of the overall 
operation with JO Magrud= 
er, so Liddy told me." 

arranged for 
McCord to meet 'regularly 
with Jahn Mirtin, chief of 
the division. 

• Mrs. Hunt, as has been 
previously reported, served 
as the conduit for funds to 
pay the defendants before 
the trial. McCord said Mrs. 
Hunt never made clear the 
source of the funds and sug-
gested to him that the pay-
ments, rather than being "al-,  
trusitic," may have been "in-
tended as El means of keep-
ing us-quiet.? 

• McCorcVsaid he accept-
- ed his first payment of $13,-
\000 after the election and 
later received from Mrs. 
Hunt two more-payments of. 
$3,000 each, for "salary" and 
$11,000 Amore for "legal 
fees." 

In previously reported 
grand jury testimony, Gor-
don Strachan, forrner chief 
political . aide to White 
House chief of staff H. R. 
Haldeman, said that Halde-
man last year ordered him 
to give $350,000 in cash to 
Frederick C. LaRue, a top 
campaign aide to Mitchell. 
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AFTER i'ESTIMONY—John N. Mitchell is surrounded by re-election fund by Robert L. Vesco on April 10, 1972- 
police and newsmen after talking to a U.S. grand jury in Mitchell, who spent 3'/2 hours before the jury, said lie 
New York about a secret $200,000 contribution to a Nixon' answered-questions "fully, frankly and freely." Story, A7. 


